NE 
Lenin 
On Peaceful 


Coexistence 


Lenin 
On Peaceful 


Coexistence 


Articles and Speeches 


PROGRESS Publishers Moscow 


Translated from the Russian 


Compiled and prefaced by[G_LEITEIZEN] 


First printing 1961 

Second revised edition 1967 
Third revised edition 1971 
Fourth printing 1975 

Fifth printing 1976 

Sixth pnnung 1980 
Seventh printing 1981 
Enghth printing 1985 


Printed im the Unwon of Sonet Socialist Republics 


q 0101020000-319_ ges o6 
014(01)-85 


CONTENTS 


Preface 

Report on Peace Debvered at the Second All Russia Congress of 
Soviers of Workers and Solhers Depuues, October 26 (November 8) 
1917 

Concluding Speech Following the Discusson on the Report on 
Peace Dehvered at the Second Alf Rusia Congress of Soviers 
of Workers and Soldiers Deputee Gusbe 26 (November &) 
1947 

Wireless Mesage To All Regiments? Detnonal Corps Army and 
Other Comanctee: w Alt Soldiers of tee Revolunonary Army and Satlors 
of the Rrvolunonary Navy 

From a Speech at the First AN Russa Congress of the Navy 
November 22 (December 5) 1917 Menutes 

Letter to Colonel Robins, May H 19/8 

Answers to an Amencan Journalist s Quesvons 

To the Amencan Workers 

Answers to Questions Put by a Chicago Daily News Correspondent 
Octaber 5 1919 

Draft Resolunon Presented to the Exghth All Russa Conference 
of the RC P(B} on the Question of Foragn Pobcy 

From the Report of the All Russa Central Execunve Committee 
and the Councs} of People s Commussars to the Seventh All Russia 
Congress of Soviets, December $ {913 

In Reply to Quesnons Put by Kas) Wiegand Berbn Correspon 
dent of Unwersal Service 

Ja Reply to Quesuons Put by a Correspondent of the Daily 
Express 

Interview with Lincoin Eyre Correspondent af the American News 
paper The World 

Our Foregn and Domesuc Ponton amd tne Tasks of the Party 
From a Speech Deisvered the Moscow Guberma Conference of the 
RCP{(B) November 2} 1920 


Page 


& 


3 


57 


From a Speech Delivered at a Meeting of Activists of the Moscow 
Organisation of the RC P(B) December 6 1920 

Report on Concessions Delivered to the RCP (B) Group at the 
Eighth Congress of Soviets, December 21 1920 

From the Report on the Work of the Council of Peoples Com 
missars Delivered to the Eighth All Russa Congress of Soviets, 
December 22 1920 

From a Speech in Closing the Tenth All Russia Conference of 
the RCP(B) May 28 1921 

The Home and Foreign Pohcy of the Republic From the Report 
of the All Russa Central Executive Committee and the Council of People s 
Commussars to the Ninth All Russia Congress of Sonets December 23 
1921 

The International and Domestic Situation of the Soviet Republic 
From a Speech Delwered at a Meeting of the Communist Group at the 
All Russia Congress of Metalworkers March 6 1922 

From the Political Report of the Central Committee of the R C P (B) 
to the Eleventh Congress of the RCP(B) March 27 1922 

Draft Decision of the All Rusia Central Executive Committee on 
the Report of the Delegation to the Genoa Conference 

Interview Given to Michael Farbman, Observer and Manchester 
Guardian Correspondent 

From the Article Better Fewer but Better 

Appendix 

Lenins Marginal Notes on a Letter from G V Chichenn 

Letter from V I Lenn to G V Chichenn March 14 1922 

Notes 


PREFACE 


The new Constitution of the Soviet Union adopted im 
October 1977 says The foregn pohcy of the USSR 38 armed at 

prevenung wars of aggression, achieving universal and com- 
plete disarmament, and consistently implementing the principle 
of the peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems 

In the USSR war propaganda is banned 

These hnes secure m the country s Fundamental Law the 
pohcy of peace steadfastly followed by the Soviet state since its 
foundation 
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From the early days of Soviet government all of Lenm s 
statements on pioblems of foreign pohcy were keynoted by the 
idea of setting up relations of peaceful coexistence between 
Soviet Russia and the capitalist states Immediately after the 
October Socahst Revolution, the Soviet Government headed 
by Lenin took steps to secure a lasting and stable peace and 
develop imternational relauons on the principle that countries 
with different sonal systems must on earth smultaneously and 
that peaceful economic relavons permanent trade and cultural 
exchanges rather than relauons of war can and must be estab- 
shed between the newly born socialist state and its capitalist 
neighbours This was not achieved w the early years of Soviet 
power because of the postuon of the ruling circles of Britain, 
France and the USA They did not want peaceful coexistence 
with socialism but hoped, as Wanston Churchill put it in 


? 


his memoirs, “to strangle the Bolshevik state at its birth’, 
the direct outcome was the orgamsation of armed attacks 
on the young Soviet Republic for several years in succession 
It ıs common knowledge that all the campaigns organised 
by Churchill, Clemenceau, Wilson and their underlings ended 
in shameful defeat although in those years the Soviet state 
was undoubtedly much weaker in the economic and military 
fields than the mighty Entente powers 

The symposium here presented to the reader does not contain 
everything Lenin wrote and said about peaceful coexistence 
However even the writings and speeches included ın the book, 
small as it ıs, will show the reader clearly why the founder of the 
world s first sociahst state considered the policy of peaceful coex- 
istence to be essential, how he formulated the main objectives of 
the policy and what great significance he placed on the struggle 
to reahse the principle of peaceful coexistence in relations 
between states with different social and economic systems 
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The symposium opens wıth the famous Decree on Peace 

On October 26 (November 8), 1917 the day after state power 
in Russia had passed into the hands of the workers and peasants, 
the All Russia Congress of Soviets, voting on the report made by 
Lenin approved the Decree on Peace, the Decree was an appeal 
to the peoples and governments of all the belligerent countries to 
conclude an immediate armistice and start negotiations for 
peace The Decree was transmitted to the whole world by 
wireless 

The world war, that gigantic bloody struggle between two 
rival groups of impenalists to redivide the colonies and spheres 
of influence had entered its fourth year Millions of people were 
dying on the battlefields of Russia and France, Germany and 
Austria Hungary, Turkey and Italy The economy of the bellig- 
erent countries was in a state of collapse, production was fall- 
ing food was scarce and hunger had set in The misfortunes of 
the ordinary people had reached gigantic proportions and every- 
body ~ Russians, Germans, French Itahans British—all those 
who had been embroiled in the war, had only one passionate 
desire to put an end to the hated war, to establish peace 
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And Lenin s Decree on Peace gave expression to this will of 
the peoples 
The Decree stated that the Soviet Government considered ıt 
‘ the greatest of crimes against humanity’ to continue the war 
that was being fought merely to decide how to divide among 
the strong and nch nations the weak nationalities they have con- 
quered The Soviet Government proposed to all the belligerent 
peoples to conclude immediately a just and democratic peace, 
that 1s, a peace without annexations, without the seizure of for 
eign lands without the forcible incorporation of weaker peoples, 
and without indemnities At the same ume the Soviet Govern- 
ment declared that ıt was not putung these terms forward as an 
ultumatum and was prepared to examine any other peace terms 
advanced by any of the belligerents 
The Decree on Peace contained the basic principles of the 
policy of peaceful coexistence that thus became, for the first ume 
in history, the officially declared and consistently pursued policy 
of a state The Decree on Peace made known to all peoples and 
governments that the newly formed socialist state stood for 
peace and not for war, that ıt stood for a durable peace and did 
not and could not have any aggressive, predatory aims, that it 
was implacably hostile to any policy of annexation or conquest, 
that it considered criminal any war pursued for the purpose of 
seizing the territory of weaker peoples, that ıt proposed the 
renunciation of secret diplomacy because treaties kept secret 
from the people contained predatory deals on the conquest of 
foreign lands and foreign peoples The Soviet Government gave 
the first example —1t abolished secret diplomacy, proclaimed the 
unconditional and immediate annulment of all articles on 
annexations contained in the secret treaties of the tsanst and 
Provisional governments, and set about the publication of secret 
treaties 
Thus the first act of the Soviet Government in international 
affairs formulated the democratic and peaceful principles of its 
foreign policy 
But what atutude did the imperialist powers display towards 
the Decree on Peace that proposed a realistic, simple and 
humane way out of the world war, a way that would put an end 
to the sufferings of the peoples? 
They made no answer whatever to the appeal of the Soviet 
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Government and conunued the war The Brush German, 
French and United States imperialists did not wish to discuss 
peace for they had not yet finished thar own dispute one that 
was bemg paid for in rivers of human blood over which African 
colonies Germany would possess and which would go to France 
and Britain, the dispute on whether the peoples of the Middle 
East were to be subordinated to the German Krupps or to the 
Anglo French American Armstrongs, Rothschilds and Rocke 

fellers Powerful imperialist interests demanded the continua- 
ton of the war, and these interests acted against the interests of 
the peoples 


The pohcy of peaceful coexistence, the struggle to establish a 
durable peace on earth is nota temporary policy, atas not a 
“manoeuvre on the part of the Soviet Government as the tm 
periahsts slanderously assert Peaceful coexistence 1s a pokcy 
that derives necessanty from the entire world outlook of saien- 


ufc sociahsm tas a pohcy that accords with the fundamental 
interests of sociahst society 


One of the favourite inventions of those who engage in anti- 
Soviet and anti-communist slander 1s that the socialist state 1s 
nurturing aggressive plans of armed attack on other countnes in 
order to impose the socialist system on them by force 

This is an invention calculated to deceive very ignorant peo- 
ple, those who have no conception of the real views, theories 
practice plans and mtentions of the socialist states Nothing 
could be more alien to the entire concept of Marxism-Leninism 
than the idea that it is possible to introduce socialism by attack 
from without 

Marxism Leninism 1s, first and foremost, a science, and, hke 
all sciences, its practical conclusions are based on a number of 
cardinal theoretical postulates that have been tested and proved 
One of the chef postulates of Marxism Lenmism states 
socialism can and does emerge where and when the essential 
economic and political conditions for a transition to the new, 
socialist social system are mature This 1s the corner-stone of the 
doctrine of Marx and Lemn Socialism is not the invention 
of dreamers, wrote Lemn but the final aim and necessarv 
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result of the development of the productive forces ın modern 
society 

The only force that can carry out a socialist revolution ıs that 
of the people of the country concerned, headed by the working 
class Only when the working masses ın the country itself have 
realised the need for socialism and have begun their struggle for 
the transition to socialism can the socialist revolution be put into 
effect The idea that the socialist social system can be intro- 
duced by some outside force that the socialist revolution can 
be imported into one country from another in the way a bale 
of cotton 1s imported 1s alien to the very essence of Marxism- 
Leninism and has nothing in common with Marxism 

Marx Engels and Lenin all returned tıme and again to this 
question Take, for instance Engelss letter to Kautsky wntten 
on September 12, 1882, ın which he said that when the working 
class of the developed capitalist countries had completed the 
socialist revolution ıt would grant the colonies independence 
‘It seems to me that we can only make rather futile hypotheses 
about the social and political phases that these countnes (former 
colonies- Ed ) will then have to pass through before they like- 
wise arrive at socialist orgamsation One thing alone ıs certain 
the nctonous proletanat can force no blessings of any kind upon any 
Soragn naton without undermining tts own victory by so doing (Our 
itahcs— Ed ) 

Marx, Engels and Lenin invanably decide the question ın this 
and ın no other way -by a complete denial of the possibility of 

imposing communism on other nations 

Lenin repeatedly and sharply criticised the idea incompatible 
with Marxism that socialist revolution allegedly needs to be 
‘given a push’ by new wars In wrathful articles directed 
against ‘ Left Communists” and Trotskyites who opposed in 
1918 the signing of peace terms between Soviet Russia and ım- 
periahst Germany Lenin said that people who advocate such 
ideas are either mad or they are provocateurs 


Let us return, however, to the events that followed the publi- 
cation of the Decree on Peace 
As we have said, not one of the imperialist countries replied to 
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the Soviet Government The proposal to start peace negotiations 
was rejected 

The Soviet Government ın pursuance of the will of its people 
then concluded a peace treaty with Germany The Soviet people 
obtained a breathing-space and set about peaceful labour 

The impenalst governments of France, Bntain the USA 
and Japan however launched a war against the young Soviet 
Republic They counted on Russia having been exhausted by 
four years of war with Germany, on economic ruin and hunger 
having reduced her to such a state that she would not be able to 
offer any serious resistance to intervention The Entente mus- 
tered the forces of Russian counter-revolution, created govern- 
ments ın the north east and south of Russia from among the 
Russian landlords and capitalists the people had turned out, 
subsidised the anti-Soviet revolt of the Czechoslovak Corps 
which was on Soviet terntory and provided arms for the counter- 
revoluuonary armies led by Demkin, Kolchak, Yudemch 
and other tsarist generals At the same time the Entente coun- 
tnes sent their own armies to Russia Britsh and American 
troops landed at Murmansk and Archangel in the north of Rus- 
sia in the spring of 1918 On April 5, 1918, the Japanese landed 
troops in Vladivostok and in August of that year U S troops un- 
der General Greves also arnved ın Vladivostok An order issued 
by the Supreme Council of the Entente on July 2, 1918 was 
outspoken ın defining the aims of the occupation of the Far East 
The Alhes must take advantage of an opportunity of gaining 
control of Siberia since the opportunity may not recur in the 
future In the summer of 1918 Bntish troops made an attempt 
to seize Baku, and French warships entered the Black Sea and 
landed troops at Odessa 

Soviet Russia found herself nnged round by enemies, and the 
working people rose solidly m defence of their socialist 
fatherland 

How the intervention ended 1s now history The defeat was 
absolute Again and again the imperialists launched military 
campaigns against Soviet Russia and each time they were 
thrown back The hungry, ragged, poorly shod and badly 
equipped Red Army ume and again defeated the well-trained, 
well-armed and equipped armies of the Entente The interven- 
uonists were compelled to withdraw the remnants of their 
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armies from the terntory of Soviet Russia In the spring of 1920 
Clemenceau and Churchill made yet another attempt- they 
succeeded ın persuading the Polish Government to launch an 
attack on Russia But the Polish campaign ended in the same 
way as previous campaigns—with the victory of Soviet Russia 

In thas way the Soviet people demonstrated most convincingly 
that t would be more reasonable for the umperialists~ even from 
the point of view of thar own interests— to lav aside their arms 
and recogmise the fact that a new country had emerged in the 
world, that 1t existed and would continue to exust a country m 
which new socialist social and economic relations were being 
established 

The Workers and Peasants Government of Russia made 
many proposals to the Entente countnes, before and during the 
intervenuon and after the armies of the Entente had been 
driven out of Soviet terntory, to conclude peace and establish 
trade relations between socialist Russia and the capitalist coun- 
tnes About 20 peaceful proposals were submitted by the 
Soviet Government during the penod between 1918 and 1921 
All possibilities for negotiations were used all channels were 
explored ın an effort to bnng the high-handed governments 
of France Bntam Japan and the LSA to thar senses On 
December 5 1919 the Seventh Congress of Soviets stated 
tn a resolunon on world polucs that Soviet Russia wished 

to hve ın peace with all peoples and devote all her efforts 

to mternal development in order to establish the smooth 
running of production transport and government affairs on 
the basis of the Soviet system this has so far been 
prevented by the intervenoon of the Entente and the starvation 
blockade This resoluuon hsted the numerous peace proposals 
that the Soviet Government had made to the Entente countries 

The resolution of the Seventh Congress of Soviets like all pre- 
vious peace proposals was left unanswered 

Tt as true that the Amencan diplomat, Wilham Bullitt, came 
to Moscow in March 1919 He said that he had come on the m- 
strucuons of President Wilson to co-ordinate the terms of a 
peace treaty with the Soviet Government A preliminary peace 
treaty was compiled on the basis of Bullitt s talks with Lenin and 
Chichenn, and Bullitt took it to secure the signatures of the 
Entente governments When he returned to Washington Vil- 
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son refused to receive him and his mission ended without achiev- 
ing anything Wilson schange of mood had a simple explana- 
tion in the spring of 1919 Kolchak sarmy armed and financed 
by the Entente, launched 1ts attack on Soviet Russia, and the 
American President hoped for the victory of Russian counter- 
revolution As further events showed his hopes were in vain 

Beginning with the autumn of 1920, when internal counter- 
revolution and foreign intervention had been finally defeated, 
the Soviet people at last had an opportunity to set about its main 
task—the rehabilitation of the Russian economy that had been 
ruined by years of uninterrupted wars, and the building of 
socialism 

The Soviet Republic had entered a new phase of develop- 
ment We have something more than a breathing-space,” said 
Lenin on November 21, 1920, ‘ we have entered a new penod, 
in which we have won the nght to our fundamental interna- 
tional existence ın the network of capitalist states ” The penod 
in world history had begun when socialist and capitalist states 
would exist side by side , a period of the peaceful coexistence of 
sociahst and capitahst countries 

The Soviet people launched the building of a socialist society 
with the greatest enthusiasm This was something that would 
only be possible under conditions of peace, of peaceful coexis- 
tence The Soviet people did not need war war could only hold 
up their progress and prevent the fulfilment of the main task— 
the building of socialism 

And it was precisely through peaceful labour that the Soviet 
Republic began to exercise ever greater influence over other 
countries The Soviet Republic brought its influence to bear on 
other nations not by force and not by wars but by the achieve- 
ments of peaceful socialist construction that demonstrated the 
advantages of socialism over capitalism clearly, convincingly 
The greater the achievements of the socialist country in the 
development of economy and culture the stronger would be its 
international prestige Lenin raised the question of the great 
force of example More and more people in the world would be 
convinced by the force of example that it 1s necessary to go over 
from a form of society based on exploitation and inequality to a 
society where there 1s no exploitation no poverty no inequality 
and no wars By building socialism we would provide ‘ an exam- 
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ple of how ıt ıs done -that ıs how Lenin presented the question 

‘We have said and still say, that socialism has the force of 
example Coercion 1s effective against those who want to restore 
their rule But at this stage the significance of force ends and 
after that only influence and example are effective We must 
show the significance of communism ın practice, by example ” 

In his closing speech at the Tenth All Russia Conference of 
the RCP (B) on May 28, 1921, Lenin defined the interna- 
tional impact of the socialist revolution in the following way 

We are now exercising our main influence on the interna- 
tional revolution through our economic policy The struggle 
in this field has now become global Once we solve this problem, 
we shall have certainly and finally won on an international 
scale That 1s why for us questions of economic development 
become of absolutely exceptional importance On this front we 
must achieve victory by a steady mse and progress which must 
be gradual and necessarily slow ” 

Peaceful coexistence 1s not merely the absence of a state of war 
between states with different social and economic systems, 1t 1s 
also the existence of regular, durable economic and cultural 
relations between those states In 1920 Lenin planned a whole 
programme of economic relations with the West Commerce 
came first Russia needed locomotives and machinery for ın- 
dustry The West needed raw materials that were available in 
Russia The Soviet Government was also prepared to grant ın- 
dustrial concessions to foreign capitalists The Soviet Govern- 
ment tried to develop economic relations with the capitalist 
world, undaunted by the fact that the ruling circles of France, 
Britain and the USA still maintained thar haughty, high- 
handed tone There could be no question of recognising Soviet 
Russia (as though her existence depended on their recogni- 
tion'), screamed their press The impenalists consoled them- 
selves with the dream that an economic blockade, a refusal to 
trade with Russia would hasten her end 

At the same time they continued to foster plans for a fresh ın- 
tervention in Soviet Russia They had been defeated and for the 
time being had laid down their arms they were waiting for the 
tume to come when under more favourable conditions, they 
would again try to launch a war against the socialist country 
Lenin realised that the deeper and more formidable the com- 
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munist movement grows, the greater will be the number of new 
attempts to strangle our Republic And again Lenin warned 

‘ The capitalists will seek pretexts for going to war ° The m- 
penalist predators will attack us again if there ıs the shghtest 
change ın the situation In his report to the Eighth All-Russia 
Congress of Soviets Lenin said ‘The existence of a Soviet 
Republic alongside of capitalist countries—a Soviet Republic 
surrounded by capitalist countries —1s so intolerable to the capı- 
talists that they will seize any opportunity to resume the war 
The peoples are weary of the imperialist war and threaten to 
make their indignation felt if the war continues, but the pos- 
sibility of the capitalists being able to resume it ın a few years 1s 
not precluded ’ 

In February 1920 an American newspaper correspondent 
asked Lenin 

‘Has Russia still to fear counter-revolution from without?’ 

And Lenin answered 

* Unfortunately, ıt has, for the capitalists are stupid, greedy 
people They have made a number of such stupid, greedy 
attempts at intervention and one has to fear repetitions until the 
workers and peasants of all countries thoroughly re-educate their 
own capitalists ’ 

Subsequent history proved how correct Lenin s prophecy had 
been For many years nazi Germany prepared a war against the 
Soviet Union and according to the plans of the German impen- 
alists and of those whose Munich policy helped them, this war 
was to destroy the world s first socialist state History proved 
their calculations wrong as it had done so often before After the 
Second World War, instead of the one socialist country, the 
world socialist system emerged But the people who stubbornly 
persist in trying to turn the wheel of history backwards do not 
heed the lessons of history 

In 1920 and 1921 British and American press correspondents 
came more and more frequently to Moscow The chief topic of 
Lenin s talks with the nhewspapermen was the problem of peace, 
peaceful coexistence, the establishment of durable and enduring 
economic relations between Russia and the capitalist world 

The correspondent of Universal Service asked Lenin what, in 
his opimon, would be the basis of peace between the Soviet 
Republic and Amenca 
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‘Let the Amencan capitalists leave us alone,” answered 
Lenn We shail not touch them We are even ready to pay 
them in gold tor any machinery tools etc , useful to our trans- 
port and industries We are ready to pay not only ın gold, but in 
raw materials too 

The correspondent then asked what were the obstacles to such 
a peace 

‘ None on our part,” answered Lenin ‘Imperialism on the 
part of the American (and of any other) capitalists ’ 

In the interviews he gave foreign press correspondents Lenin 
declared again and again that the Soviet Republic had never 
attacked anybody and had no intention of so doing that its aim 
was peaceful economic development, that it had never inter 
fered in the internal affairs of foreign states and had no intention 
of so doing Every one of Lenin s interviews was a magnificent, 
patient and simple explanaton of the basic principles of Soviet 
foreign policy, an explanation full of sarcasm addressed to the 

stupid and greedy capitalists’ who still dreamed of attacking 
the Soviet Republic 

I know of no reason why a socialist common wealth hke ours 
cannot do business indefinitely with capitalistic countries, ° said 
Lenin to Lincoln Eyre, an American correspondent “We don t 
mind taking their capitalistic locomotives and farming 
machinery, so why should they mind taking our socialistic 
wheat, flax and platinum? Socialistic corn tastes the same as any 
other grain, does ıt not?’ 

No matter how aggressive circles in the Western states tried to 
hinder the development of trade relauons with Soviet Russia, 
those relations were extended more and more In March 192] a 
trade agreement was concluded with Britain Trade with Ger- 
many, Sweden and other countries became more lively ‘ Russia 
has sprouted if one may so express ıt, a number of fairly regular 
and permanent commercial relations missions, treaties, etc ,’ 
said Lenin at the Ninth Congress of Soviets Lenin s policy of 
peaceful coexistence was in accordance with the most vital and 
urgent needs of the peoples so that no intrigues on the part of 
those opposed to that policy could prevent the strengthening of 
economic relauons between Soviet Russia and the capitalist 
world Whether you want to or not you will have to trade with 
us because there exist forces more powerful than your willing- 
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ness or unwillingness — the economic requirements of your coun 
tries The economic rehabilitation of Western Europe 1s impos- 
sible without trade relations with Russia—such was the import 
of Lenins statements in that period 

This truism seemed eventually to have reached the minds of 
the Entente Supreme Council At the Cannes Conference ın 
January 1922 the Council adopted a decision to convene an 1n- 
ternational economic and financial conference with Soviet Rus- 
sia participating 

The Conference opened in Genoa on April 10, 1922 Lenin 
was appointed chairman of the Soviet delegation, but he was 
unable to travel to Genoa and the office of chairman was trans- 
ferred to G V Chicherin who was at that ume People s Com- 
missar for Foreign Affairs Chicherin made a number of propo- 
sals to the Conference on the most important questions of 
international politics and economics His proposals constituted 
an extensive programme of the peaceful coexistence of countries 
with different social and economic systems On the opening day 
of the Conference Chicherin expressed the main idea of peace 
ful coexistence in the following words 

While remaining true to the principles of communism the 

Russian delegation recognises the fact that in the present epoch, 
in which the parallel existence of the old system and the nascent 
new system 1s possible economic collaboration between states 
representing the two systems of property ownership 1s impera- 
tively necessary for a general economic rehabilitation 

As an appendix to this book we offer the reader a letter 
wnitten by Chicherin to Lenin shortly before leaving for Genoa, 
in this letter Chicherin outlined the main theses to be put for 
ward by the Soviet delegation at Genoa 

These proposals were- the establishment of an international 
organisation with all peoples of the world participating on a 
completely equal footing, on the basis of the declaration of the 
night to self-determination, the mght to complete secession or 
home rule for all oppressed peoples , the guarantee that the 
Negro and other colomal peoples participate on an equal footing 
with the European peoples in conferences and commissions and 
have the right to prevent interference in their internal affairs , 
in international organisations voluntary co-operation and aid 
for the weak on the part of the strong must be applied without 
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subordinating the former to the latter” Lastly, the Soviet dele 
gation proposed preventing fresh wars by means of general dis- 
armament The governments of France and Britain rejected the 
Soviet proposals and torpedoed the Conference 


Lenin s programme principles of peaceful coexistence have 
been embodied ın concrete decisions that have been taken by 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union ever since it was 
formed ıt has been struggling for peace, against the threat of a 
world war 

But what radical changes have taken place ın the Soviet 
Union and ın the world over the past few decades! In Lenin s 
ume, Soviet Russia was the world s only socialist state encircled 
by hostile capitalist states Under fantastically difficult condi- 
tions, the young Soviet Republic with its legacy of backward 
economy and culture inhented from the tsarist regime, its war- 
ravaged industry and agriculture economic dislocation caused 
by the seven years of umnterrupted war was embarking on the 
building ofsociahsm Today, the Soviet Union 1s a mighty power 
with an advanced ramified economy based on the most up-to- 
date technological achievements, a thriving culture and specta- 
cular scienufic progress Its armed forces equipped with 
sophisticated weaponry can crush any aggressor should the latter 
dare to attack ıt And ıt 1s no longer alone a number of other 
countnes have joined up with the Soviet Umion ın a socialist 
community of nations waging a consistent struggle for peaceful 
existence for easing world tensions The Soviet Peace Program- 
me adopted by the 24th Congress of the C PS U and extended 
by its subsequent congresses 1s also supported by states which 
have won independence over the past few decades and made 
good progress in their economic and cultural development 

In the 1970s, the dynamic initiatives of the Soviet Union and 
the fraternal socialist countries have given unquestionable 
momentum to the drive for lasting peace elimination of the war 
danger, and international detente The Final Act of the Confer- 
ence on Secunty and Co-operation in Europe, signed by the 
heads of 35 states in Helsinki on August 1, 1975, has been an 
eminent success for the peace forces 
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However, at the end of the 1970s and the beginning of the 
1980s, the reactionary impenalist circles, above all ın the 
USA stepped up their activities, which have served to aggra- 
vate the international situation They seek to bring the world 
back to the Cold War days and have launched a frenzied arms 
race in order to achieve military supenonty over the Soviet 
Union and the other socialist countries and do serious damage 
to detente and the secunty of nations 

While the Soviet Union 1s adopting the necessary measures to 
ensure its security and 1s co-ordinating its actions with those of 
the fraternal socialist countries, ıt 1s making steady and consis- 
tent efforts to develop economic and cultural relations with all 
countries on the basis of Lenin s principle of peaceful coexistence, 
to strengthen and deepen detente, to stop the arms race, and to 
eliminate the threat of a new war 

The main principle that underlies the entire foreign policy of 
the C PSU and the Soviet state 1s that no task 1s more impor- 
tant in the present-day world than preserving peace, and avert- 
ing war 


The translations are taken from the English edition of Lenin s 
Collected Works in forty-five volumes prepared by Progress Pub- 


hshers, Moscow Changes have been made ın accordance with 
the fifth Russian edition 


REPORT ON PEACE DELIVERED 

AT THE SECOND ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS 
OF SOVIETS OF WORKERS’ AND 
SOLDIERS’ DEPUTIES’ 


October 26 (November 8), 1917 


The question of peace 1s a burning question, the painful ques- 
uon of the day Much has been said and written on the subject, 
and all of you, no doubt, have discussed it quite a lot Permit 
me, therefore, to proceed to read a declaration which the gov- 
ernment you elect should publish 


Decree on Peace 


The workers and peasants’ government, created by the Revo- 
lution of October 24-25 and basing itself on the Soviets of 
Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies, calls upon all the 
belligerent peoples and their governments to start immediate 
negotiations for a just, democratic peace 

By a just or democratic peace, for which the overwhelming 
mayority of the working class and other working people of all the 
belligerent countries, exhausted, tormented and racked by the 
war, are craving —a peace that has been most definitely and in- 
astently demanded by the Russian workers and peasants ever 
sance the overthrow of the tsarist monarchy — by such a peace the 
government means an immediate peace without annexations 
(1 e, without the seizure of foreign lands, without the forcible 
incorporation of foreign nations) and without indemnites 

The Government of Russia proposes that this kind of peace be 
immediately concluded by all the belligerent nations, and 
expresses 1s readiness to take all the resolute measures now, 
without the least delay, pending the final ratification of all the 
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terms of such a peace by authoritative assemblies of the people s 
representatives of all countries and all nations 

In accordance with the sense of justice of democrats in 
general, and of the working classes in particular, the govern- 
ment conceives the annexation or seizure of foreign lands to 
mean every incorporation of a small or weak nation into a large 
or powerful state without the precisely, clearly and voluntarily 
expressed consent and wish of that nation, irrespective of the 
time when such forcible incorporation took place, irrespective 
also of the degree of development or backwardness of the nation 
forcibly annexed to the given state, or forcibly retained within 
its borders and irrespective finally, of whether this nation 1s ın 
Europe or in distant, overseas countries 

If any nation whatsoever 1s forcibly retained within the 
borders of a given state, if, in spite of its expressed desire—no 
matter whether expressed ın the press, at public meetings, in the 
decisions of parties, or ın protests and uprisings against national 
oppression -ıt is not accorded the right to decide the forms of its 
state existence by a free vote, taken after the complete evacua- 
ton of the troops of the incorporating or, generally, of the 
stronger nation and without the least pressure being brought to 
bear, such incorporation ıs annexation, 1 e, seizure and 
violence 

The government considers it the greatest of crimes against 
humanity to continue this war over the issue of how to divide 
among the strong and rich nations the weak nationalities they 
have conquered, and solemnly announces its determination m- 
mediately to sign terms of peace to stop this war on the terms in 
dicated, which are equally just for all nationalities without 
exception 

At the same time the government declares that ıt does not 
regard the above-mentioned peace terms as an ultimatum, ın 
other words it is prepared to consider any other peace terms, 
and insists only that they be advanced by any of the belligerent 
countries as speedily as possible, and that in the peace proposals 
there should be absolute clarity and the complete absence of all 
ambiguity and secrecy 

The government abolishes secret diplomacy, and, for its part, 
announces its firm intention to conduct all negotiations quite 
openly in full view of the whole people It will proceed immedia- 
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tely with the full publication of the secret treaties endorsed or 
concluded by the government of landowners and capitalists 
from February to October 25 1917 The government proclaims 
the unconditional and immediate annulment of everything con- 
tained ın these secret treaties insofar as ıt 1s aimed, as is mostly 
the case, at securing advantages and privileges for the Russian 
landowners and capitalists and at the retention or extension, of 
the annexations made by the Great Russians 

Proposing to the governments and peoples of all countries im- 
mediately to begin open negotiations for peace, the government, 
for its part, expresses its readiness to conduct these negotiations 
in writing by telegraph and by negotiations between represen 
tatives of the various countries, or at a conference of such repre- 
sentatives In order to facilitate such negotiations, the govern- 
ment 1s appointing its plenipotentiary representative to neutral 
countries 

The government proposes an immediate armistice to the gov- 
ernments and peoples of all the belligerent countries, and for its 
part, considers ıt desirable that this armistice should be con- 
cluded for a period of not less than three months 1 e, a period 
long enough to permit the completion of negotiations for peace 
with the participation of the representatives of all peoples or 
nations, without exception involved in or compelled to take 
part in the war, and the summoning of authoritative assemblies 
of the representatives of the peoples of all countries for the final 
ratification of the peace terms 

While addressing this proposal for peace to the governments 
and peoples of all the belhgerent countnes, the Provisional 
Workers and Peasants Government of Russia appeals in 
particular also to the class-conscious workers of the three most 
advanced nations of mankind and the largest states participat- 
ing in the present war, namely, Great Bntain, France and Ger- 
many The workers of these countries have made the greatest 
contributions to the cause of progress and socialism they have 
furnished the great examples of the Chartist movement in En- 
gland a number of revolutions of historic importance effected by 
the French proletariat, and finally, the heroic struggle against 
the Anti-Socialist Law in Germany and the prolonged, persis- 
tent and disciplined work of creating mass proletanan organisa- 
tions in Germany, a work which serves as a model to the workers 
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of the whole world All these examples of proletarian heroism 
and historical creative work are a pledge that the workers of the 
countries mentioned will understand the duty that now faces 
them of saving mankind from the horrors of war and its conse- 
quences, that these workers, by comprehensive, determined, and 
supremely vigorous action, will help us to conclude peace suc- 
cessfully, and at the same tame emancipate the labouring and 
exploited masses of our population from all forms of slavery and 
all forms of exploitation 


The workers and peasants government, created by the Revo- 
lution of October 24-25 and basing itself on the support of the 
Soviets of Workers , Soldiers and Peasants Deputies, must start 
immediate negotiations for peace Our appeal must be 
addressed both to the governments and to the peoples We can- 
not ignore the governments, for that would delay the possibility 
of concluding peace, and the people s government dare not do 
that, but we have no right not to appeal to the peoples at the 
same time Everywhere there are differences between the gov- 
ernments and the peoples, and we must therefore help the peo- 
ples to intervene in questions of war and peace We will, of 
course, insist upon the whole of our programme for a peace 
without annexations and indemnities We shall not retreat from 
it, but we must not give our enemies an opportunity to say that 
their conditions are different from ours and that therefore it 1s 
useless to start negotiations with us No, we must deprive them 
of that advantageous position and not present our terms in the 
form of an ultimatum Therefore the point as included that we 
are willing to consider any peace terms and all proposals We 
shall consider them, but that does not necessarily mean that we 
shall accept them We shall submit them for consideration to the 
Constituent Assembly which will have the power to decide what 
concessions can and what cannot be made We are combating 
the deception practised by governments which pay hip-service to 
Peace and justice, but in fact wage annexationist and predatory 
wars No government will say all it thinks We, however, are 
opposed to secret diplomacy and will act openly in full view of 
the whole people We do not close our eyes to difficulues and 
never have done War cannot be ended by refusal, ıt cannot be 
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ended by one sde We are proposing an armistice for three 
months, bur shal} not reject a shorter period so that the 
exhausted army may breathe freely even if only for a httle 
while moreover in all the civilised countries nanonal assem 
bhes must be summoned for the discussion of the terms 

In proposing an immediate armistice, we appeal to the class 
conscious workers of the countries that have done so much for 
the development of the proletarian movement We appeal to the 
workers of Britain: where there was the Charust movement, to 
the workers of France, who have im repeated uprisings displayed 
the strength of their class-consciousness, and to the workers of 
Germany, who waged the fight against the Ant-Socahst Law 
and have created powerful organisations 

In the Manifesto of March 14, we called for the overthrow of 
the bankers, but, far from overthrowing our own bankers, we 
entered into an alhance with them Now we have overthrown 
the gavernment of the bankers 

The governments and the bourgeossie will make every effort 
to unite their forces and drown the workers and peasants revo- 
lution m blood But the three years of war have been a good les- 
son to the masses— the Soviet movement in other countries and 
the mutiny in the German navy, which was crushed by the 
officer cadets of Wilhelm the hangman Finally we must 
remember that we are not living in the depths of Africa, but im 
Europe, where news can spread quickly 

The workers movement will tnumph and will pave the way 
to peace and sociahsm (Prolonged applause ) 


izvesha No 208 October 27 1917 and Collected Works Vol 26 
Prarda No 171 November (0 (October po 24953 
28) 3947 


CONCLUDING SPEECH FOLLOWING THE 
DISCUSSION ON THE RFPORT ON PEACE 
DFLIVERED AT THE SECOND ALL-RUSSIA 
CONGRESS OF SOVIETS OF WORKERS’ 
AND SOLDIERS’ DEPUTIES 


October 26 (November 8) 19}7 


I shal] not touch on the genera! character of the declaration 
The government which your Congress sets up may amend 
unessential poimts 

I shall vigorously oppose lending our demand for peace the 
form of an ulumatum An ultimatum may prove fatal to our 
whole cause We cannot demand that, since some insignificant 
departure from our demands on the part of the imperialist 
governments would give them the opportunity of saying that it 
was wnpossible to enter into negotiations for peace because of 
our wreconcilabihty 

We shall send out our appeal everywhere it will be made 
known to everybody It will be impossible to conceal the terms 
proposed by our workers’ and peasants’ government 

lt will be impossible to hush up our workers and peasants 
revolution, which has overthrown the government of bankers 
and landowners 

The governments may not reply to an ultimatum, they will 
have to reply to the text as we formulate ıt Let everyone know 
what their governments have in mind We do not want any 
secrets We want a government to be always under the 
supervision of the public opimion of its country 

What will the peasant of some remote province say if, owing 
to our insistence on ultimatums he will not know what another 
government wants? He will say Comrades, why did you rule 
out the possibihty of any peace terms being proposed? I would 
have discussed them I would have examined them, and would 
then have mstructed my represemianves in the Constituent 
Assembly how to act I am Prepared to fight by revolunonary 
methods for just terms of the governments do not agree, but there 
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might be such terms for some countries that I would be prepared 
to recommend their governments to go on fighting by 
themselves The full realisation of our ideas depends solely on 
the overthrow of the entire capitalist system This 1s what the 
peasant might say to us, and he would accuse us of being 
excessively uncompromising over trifles, when for us the main 
thing 1s to expose all the vileness, all the baseness of the 
bourgeoisie and of its crowned and uncrowned hangmen at the 
head of the government 

We should not and must not give the governments an 
opportunity of taking refuge behind our uncompromising 
attitude and of concealing from the peoples the reason why they 
are being sent to the shambles This ıs a tiny drop but we should 
not and must not reject this drop, which will wear away the 
stone of bourgeois conquest An ultimatum would make the 
position of our opponents easier But we shall make all the terms 
known to the people We shall confront all the governments with 
our terms and let them give an answer to their people We shall 
submit all peace proposals to the Constituent Assembly for 
decision 

There 1s still another point, comrades, to which you must pay 
the most careful attention The secret treaties must be 
published The clauses dealing with annexations and 
indemnities must be annulled There are various clauses, 
comrades—the predatory governments, you know, not only 
made agreements between themselves on plunder, but among 
them they also included economic agreements and various other 
clauses on good-neighbourly relations 

We shall not bind ourselves by treaties We shall not allow 
ourselves to be entangled by treaties We reject all clauses on 
plunder and violence but we shall welcome all clauses 
containing provisions for good-neighbourly relations and all 
economic agreements, we cannot reject these We propose an 
armistice for three months, we choose a lengthy period because 
the peoples are exhausted, the peoples long for a respite from 
this bloody shambles that has lasted over three years We must 
realise that the peoples should be given an opportunity to discuss 
the peace terms and to express ther will with parliament 
participating, and this takes time We demand a lengthy 
armistice, so that the soldiers in the trenches may enjoy a respite 
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from this nightmare of constant slaughter but we shall not 
reject proposals for a shorter armistice we shall examine them 
and it ıs incumbent upon us to accept them even if we are 
offered an armistice of a month or a month and a half Nor must 
our proposal for an armistice have the form of an ulumatum for 
we shall not give our enemies an opportunity of concealing the 
whole truth from the peoples using our mwreconcilability as a 
pretext It must not be in the form of an ulumatum for a 
government ts criminal that does not desire an armistice If we 
do not put our proposal for an armistice in the form of an 
ulumatum we shall thereby show the peoples that the 
governments are criminal and the peoples will not stand on 
ceremony with such crminals The objecuon 1s raised that by 
not resorting to an ultimatum we are displaying weakness but it 
is ume to cast aside all bourgeois cant when speaking of the 
strength of the people According to the bourgeois concepuon 
there ıs strength when the people go blindly to the slaughter in 
obedience to the imperialist governments The bourgeoisie 
admit a state to be strong only when it can by the power of the 
government apparatus hurl the people wherever the bourgeois 
rulers want them hurled Our idea of strength ıs different Our 
idea 1s that a state ıs strong when the people are pohiucally 
Conscious It ıs strong when the people know everything can 
form an opinion of everything and do everything consciously 
We need not fear to tell the truth about faugue for what state 
today ıs not ured what nation does not talk about it openly ? 
Take Italy, where owing to this uredness there was a prolonged 
revolutionary movement demanding the termination of the 
slaughter Are there not mass demonstrations of workers in 
Germany that put forward a demand for the termination of the 
war? Was it not fatigue that provoked the mutiny in the 
German navv that was so ruthlessly suppressed by that 
hangman Wilhelm 2 

g » and hus hirelings? If such things are possible 
m so disciplined a country as Germany, where they are 
beginning to talk about fatigue and about putting an end to the 
war, we need not fear to say the same openly, because ıt ıs the 


truth equally true both of our country and of all the belligerent 
and even non-belhgerent countnes 
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WIRELESS MESSAGE 


To All Reamental Divisional Corps, Army 
and Other Committees, to All Soldiers 

of the Revoluuonan Army and Sailors 

of the Revolunonan Nav 


On the night of November 7 the Council of People s Commis- 
sars sent a wireless message to Commander-in-Chief Dukhonin * 
ordering him immediately and formally to propose an armistice 
to all the belligerent countries both Alhed and those hosule to 
us 

This message was received at Field Headquarters on 
November 8 at 505 a m Dukhonin was ordered to keep the 
Council of People s Commussars constantly informed of the prog- 
ress of the negotiations and to sign the armistice agreement 
only after ıt had been approved bv the Council of People s Com- 
mussars Simultaneous a similar proposal to conclude an 
armistice was formally submitted to all the plempotenuary 
representatives of the Allied countnes in Petrograd 

Not having received a reply from Dukhonin bv the evening of 
November 8 the Council of People s Commussars empowered 
Lenin Stalin and Krs lenko to ascertain the causes of the delay 
from Dukhonin over the direct line 

The conversation lasted from 2 am to 430 am on 
November 9 è Dukhonin made numerous attempts to evade giv- 
ing an explanation of his conduct and a precise reply to the 
orders of the government but when Dukhonin was given a cate- 
gorical order to enter immediately into formal negotiations for 
an armistice he refused to obey Thereupon im the name of the 
Government of the Russian Republic on behalf of the Council 
of People s Commissars Dukhonin was informed that he was 
dismissed from his post for refusing to obey government orders 
and for conduct that entailed untold hardships for the working 
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people of all countries and especially for the armies At the same 
tume Dukhonin was ordered to continue his duties pending the 
arrival of a new Commander-in-Chief or a person empowered 
by the latter to take over from Dukhonin Ensign Krylenko has 
been appointed the new Commander in Chief 

Soldiers the cause of peace is in your hands! Do not allow the 
counter-revolutionary generals to frustrate the great cause of 
peace, place them under guard in order to avert acts of sum- 
mary justice unworthy of a revolutionary army and to prevent 
these generals from escaping the trial that awaits them Main- 
tain the strictest revolutionary and military order 

Let the regiments at the front immediately elect representa- 
tives to start formal negotiations for an armistice with the 
enemy 

The Council of People s Commussars authorises vou to do this 

Do everything possible to keep us informed of every step in the 
negotiations The Council of People s Commissars 1s alone au- 
thonsed to sign final armistce agreement 

Soldiers the cause of peace 1s in your hands! Maintain vigi- 
lance restraint and energy and the cause of peace will tnumph! 

In the name of the Government of the Russian Republic 


V Ulyanov (Lenin), 
Chairman of the Council of 
People s Commussars 

N Krylenko, 

People s Commissar for War 
and Commander-in-Chief 


Wnitten on November 9 (22) 1917 Collected Works Vol 26 


Published ın the newspaper Rabocky ı Soldat pp 311 12 
No 20 November 9 (22) 1917 


FROM A SPEECH AT THE FIRST 
ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS OF THE NAVY 


November 22 (December 5) 1917 


Munutes 


I shall now touch on the question of war We have started a 
resolute struggle against the war brought on by the clash of rob- 
bers over their spoils Lntl now all parties have spoken of this 
struggle but have not gone beyond words and hypocrisy Now 
the struggle for peace is on It ıs a difficult struggle It 1s highly 
narve to think that peace can be easily attained and that the 
bourgeoisie will hand it to us on a platter as soon as we menton 
it Those who ascribed this view to the Bolsheviks were cheating 
The capitahsts are embroiled in a hfe and death struggle over 
the share-out of the booty One thing ıs clear to kill war is to 
defeat capital and Soviet power has started the struggle to that 
end We have published and will continue to publish secret trea- 
ues We are not going to be deterred in this by anyone s anger or 
slander The bourgeois gentlemen are beside themselves because 
the people see why they have been driven to the slaughter They 
threaten Russia with the prospect of another war in which she 
will find herself isolated But we are not going to he deterred by 
the bourgeoisie s fierce hatred for us and for our peace move- 
ment It will be quite futile for them to try to incite the peoples 
against each other in this fourth year of the war They are sure 
to fail It is not only m this country but m all the belligerent 
countries that the struggle against the imperialist government at 
home ts welling up There has been an open mutiny in the navy 
even in Germany, which the imperialists tried for decades to 
turn into an armed camp with the entire government machine 
geared to stamping out the slightest sign of popular discontent 
To understand the significance of this mutiny one has to be 
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aware that police reprisals in Germany are unparalleled But 
revolution ıs not made to order, ıt results from an outburst of 
mass indignation Whereas it was quite easy to drive out a band 
of nitwits hke Romanov and Rasputin, it 1s immensely more 
difficult to fight against the organised and strong clique of Ger 
man imperialists, both crowned and uncrowned But we can 
and have to work hand ın hand with the revolutionary class of 
working people in all countries That ıs the path the Soviet Gov 
ernment has taken by making public the secret treaties and 
showing that the rulers of all countries are brigands That ıs not 
propaganda by word but by deed (Stormy applause ) 

In conclusion the speaker dealt with the question of the peace 
talks? and said 

When the Germans gave an evasive reply to our demand not 

to transfer any troops to the Western and Italian fronts, we 
broke off the talks and shall resume them in a little while And 
when we do tell this to the world, no German worker will 
remain ignorant of the fact that the peace talks had been broken 
off through no fault of ours In the hypothetical case of the Ger 
man working class siding with their government of imperialist 
plunderers and confronting us with the need to continue the 
war the Russian people -who have always shed blood without a 
murmur, and have done the will of an oppressive government 
when quite ignorant of its aims and purposes- will undoubtedly 
throw their weight into the struggle with so much more courage 
and vigour when it came to fighting for sociahsm and freedom 
threatened with the bayonets of the world bourgeoisie But we 
put our trust in the international solidarity of the working 
masses who will surmount every obstacle and barner in the 
struggle for socialism ‘Stormy applause ) 


Izvesha No 235 Collected Works Vol 26 
November 25 1917 pp 345-46 


LETTER TO COLONEL ROBINS: 
May 14 1918 


To Colonel Robins 
Dear Mr Robins, 

I enclose the preliminary plan of our economic relations with 
America 9 This preliminary plan was elaborated ın the Council 
of Export Trade in our Highest Council of National Economy 

I hope this preliminary can be useful for you in your conversa- 
tion with the American Foreign Office and American Export 
Specialists 

With best thanks, 
Yours truly, 


n 
First published ın 1920 Collected Works Vol 44 
in English in the book Russian p 87 
Amencan Relations March 
1917 March 1920 Documents 
and Papers New York p 204 
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ANSWERS TO AN AMERICAN 
JOURNALIST'S QUESTIONS '6 


I answer the five quesons put to me on condition of the fulfil- 
ment of the written promise that my answers will be printed in 
foll sn over a hundred newspapers m the United States of 
America 

1 The governmental programme of the Soviet Government 
was not a reformat, but a revolutionary one Reforms are con- 
cessions obtamed from a ruling <class rhat retains its rule Revo- 
lution ss the overthrow of the ruling class Reformust pro- 
grammes therefore, usually consist of many stems of partial 
sgmficance Our revolutionary programme consisted properly 
of one general item — removal of the yoke of the landowners and 
capitalists the overthrow of their power and the emancipation 
of the working people from those exploiters This programme 
we have never changed Some partial measures aimed at the 
realisation of the programme have often been subjected to 
change their enumeration would require a whole volume I will 
only mention that there is one ether general pomt mm our govern- 
mental programme which has perhaps, given rse to the greatest 
number of changes of partial measures That point ss~ the sup- 
pression of the exploners resistance After the Revolution of 
October 25 (November 7}, 1917 we did not close down even the 
bourgeois newspapers and there was no menuon of terror at all 
We released not only many of Kerensky s munisters, but even 
Krasnov who had made war on us It was only after the 
exploiters, ı e , the capitabsts had begun developing their resist- 
ance that we began to crush that resistance systematically, 
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applying even terror This was the proletariat s response to such 
actions of the bourgeoisie as the conspiracy with the capitalists of 
Germany, Britain, Japan, America and France to restore the 
rule of the exploiters in Russia, the bribery of the Czechoslo- 
vaks with Anglo-French money, the bribery of Mannerheim, 
Denikin and others!! with German and French money, etc One 
of the latest conspiracies leading to ‘a change ’—to put ıt pre- 
cisely, leading to increased terror against the bourgeoisie ın 
Petrograd - was that of the bourgeoisie, acting jointly with the 
Menshewviks and Socialist- Revolutionaries, their conspiracy con- 
cerned the surrender of Petrograd, the seizure of Krasnaya 
Gorka by officer-conspirators, the bribing by British and French 
capitalists of employees of the Swiss Embassy and of many Rus- 
sian employees etc 

2 The activities of our Soviet Republic in Afghanistan, India 
and other Moslem countries outside Russia are the same as our 
activities among the numerous Moslems and other non-Russian 
peoples inside Russia We have made ıt possible, for instance, for 
the Bashkirian people to establish an autonomous republic 
within Russia, we are doing everything possible to help the inde- 
pendent, free development of every nationality, the growth and 
dissemination of literature in the native language of each of 
them, we are translating and propagandising our Soviet Consti- 
tution which has the misfortune to be more pleasing to more 
than a thousand million inhabitants of the earth who belong to 
colonial, dependent, oppressed, underprivileged nations than 
the constitutions of the West European and American bour- 
geois- democratic” states that perpetuate private property in 
land and capital, 1 e , strengthen the oppression of the working 
people of their own countries and of hundreds of millions of 
people in the colonies of Asia, Africa, etc , by a small number 
of “‘civilised’ capitalists 

3 As far as the United States and Japan are concerned our 
first political objective 1s to repulse their shameless, criminal, 
predatory invasion of Russia that serves only to enrich their 
capitalists We have many times made solemn proposals of peace 
to both these countries, but they have not even answered us and 
conunue to make war on us, helping Demkin and Kolchak,'? 
plundering Murmansk and Archangel, ruining and laying waste 
to, especially, Eastern Siberia, where the Russian peasants are 
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offering heroic resistance to the capitalist bandits of Japan and 
the Umited States of America 

We have one further political and economic objective in re- 
spect of all peoples—including those of the Umted States and 
Japan ~ fraternal alliance with the workers and all working 
people of all countries without exception 

4 We have, on many occasions given a precise, clear and 
written exposition of the terms upon which we agree to conclude 
peace with Kolchak, Denikin and Mannerhemm - for instance to 
Bullitt '’ who conducted negotiations with us (and with me per 
sonally in Moscow) on behalf of the United States Government 
in a letter to Nansen,'* etc It ıs not our fault that the govern- 
ments of the United States and other countries are afraid to pub- 
lsh those documents ın full and that they hide the truth from the 
people I will mention only our basic condition we are prepared 
to pay all debts to France and other countries provided there 1s a 
real peace and not peace in words alone, 1 ef it 1s formally 
signed and ratified by the governments of Great Britain France, 
the United States, Japan and Italy-Demkin, Kolchak, Man- 
nerheim and the others bemg mere pawns in the hands of those 
governments 

5 More than anything else I should like to state the following 
to the American public 

Compared to feudalism capitalism was an historical advance 
along the road of liberty , equality , democracy and ‘ civi- 
hsation Nevertheless capitalism was and remains, a system of 
wage slavery of the enslavement of millions of working people, 
workers and peasants, by an insignificant minority of modern 
slave-owners landowners and capitalists Bourgeois democracy, 
as compared to feudalism has changed the form of this econom- 
1c slavery has created a brilhant screen for ıt but has not and 
could not change its essence Capitalism and bourgeois democ- 
racv are wage-slavery 

The gigantic progress of technology in general, and of means 
of transport in particular and the tremendous growth of capital 
and banks have resulted in capitalism becoming mature and 
overmature It has outlived itself It has become the most reac- 
onary hindrance to human progress It has become reduced to 
the absolute power of a handful of milhonaires and multimil- 
honaires who send whole nations into a bloodbath to decide 
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whether the German or the Anglo French group of plunderers 1s 
to obtain the spoils of imperialism, power over the colomes, 
financial spheres of influence or mandates to rule , etc 

During the war of 1914-18 tens of millions of people were 
killed or mutilated for that reason and for that reason alone 
Knowledge of this truth 1s spreading with indomitable force and 
rapidity among the working people of all countries, the more so 
because the war has everywhere caused unparalleled ruin and 
because interest on war debts has to be paid everywhere, even by 
the victor nations What ıs this interest? It 1s a tribute of thou- 
sands of millions to the milhonaire gentlemen who were kind 
enough to allow tens of millions of workers and peasants to kill 
and maim one another to settle the question of the division of 
profits by the capitalists 

The collapse of capitalism ıs inevitable The revolutiona 
consciousness of the masses 1s everywhere growing, there are 
thousands of signs of this One small sign unimportant but ım 
pressive to the man in the street 1s the novels written by Henri 
Barbusse (Le Feu, Clarte) who was a peaceful modest law abid- 
ing petty bourgeois a philistine a man in the street, when he 
went to the war 

The capitalists the bourgeoisie can at ‘ best put off the vic- 
tory of socialism in one country or another at the cost of slaugh- 
tering further hundreds of thousands of workers and peasants 
But they cannot save capitalism The Sonet Republic has come to 
take the place of capitalism, the Republic which gives power to 
the working people and only to the working people, which 
entrusts the proletariat with the guidance of their hberation 
which abolishes private property in land, factories and other 
means of production because this private property ıs the source 
of the exploitation of the many by the few, the source of mass 
poverty the source of predatory wars between nations, wars that 
enrich only the capitalists 

The victory of the world Soviet republic 1s certain 

A brief illustration in conclusion the American bourgeoisie 
are deceiving the people by boasting of the liberty equality and 
democracy of their country But neither this nor any other bour- 
geome nor any government ın the world can accept ıt 1s afraid 
to accept a contest with our government on the basis of real 
hbertv equality and democracy let us suppose that an agree 
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ment ensured our government and any other government free- 
dom to exchange pamphlets published in the name of the gov- 
ernment ın any language and containing the text of the laws of 
the given country, the text of its constitution, and an explana- 
tion of its superiority over the others 

Not one bourgeois government in the world would dare con- 
clude such a peaceful, civilised, free, equal, democratic treaty 
with us 

Why? Because all of them, with the exception of Soviet gov- 
ernments, keep in power by the oppression and deception of the 
masses But the great war of 1914-18 exposed the great 
deception 


Lenin 
July 20, 1919 


Pravda No 162 Collected Works Vol 29 
July 25 1919 pp 515-19 


TO THE AMERICAN WORKERS 


Comrades, 

About a year ago, m my lexer to the Amencan workers !> 
(dated August 26th, 1918) $ exposed to you the situanon m 
Soviet Rusa and the problems facing the laner That was 
before the German revoluuan The events which since took 
place in the worid s history proved how right the Bolsheviks 
were in thew estemation of the imperialist war of 1914 18 in 
general and of the Entente ympesialism in particular As for the 
Soviet power tt has become famrhar and dear to the minds and 
hearts of the working masses af the whoje world Everywhere the 
working people, m spite of the influence of the ald leaders with 
ther chauvinism and opportunzsn penetrating them through 
and through become aware of the rottenness of the bourgeois 
parhaments and of the necessity of the Soviet power, the power 
of the working people, the dictatorship of the protetariat, for the 
sake of the emancipation of humamty from the yoke of captal 
And Soviet power will win m the whole world, however for- 
ously, however franucally the bourgeoisie of all countries rages 
and starms The bourgeoisie nusdates Russia with blood, wag- 
ing wat upon us and meting agaist us the counter-revolu- 
tionartes, those who wish the yoke of capital to be restored The 
bourgeoisie inflicts upon the working masses of Russia unprece- 
dented sufferings through the blockade and through the help tt 
gives to counter-revoluvon, but we have already defeated Kal- 
chak and we are carrying on the war against Demkin with the 
firm assurance of our coming vicIOry 


N Lemon 


September 23, 1919 


J am often asked whether those Amencan opponents of the 
war against Rusa —not only workers, but mainly bourgeois - 
are nght who expect from us, after peace is concluded, not only 
resumpuon of trade relations but also the possibility of recen mg 
concessions in Russia | repeat ance more that they are right A 
durable peace would be such a rehef to the working people of 
Russia that they would undoubtedly agree to certain concessions 
being granted The granting of concessions under reasonable 
terms 1s desirable also for us, as one of the means of attracting 
mto Russia during the penod of the coexistence sde by side of 
sociahst and capstahst states, the technical help of the countries 
which are more advanced m this respect 


N Lenn 
September 23, 1919 


Pubhshed m Enghsh on Collected Works wo) 30 
December 27 $949 in the pp 38-39 

magazine Soviet Russe 

Ne 30 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PUT BY 
A CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT 


October 5 1919 


I beg to apologise for my bad Fnglish I am glad to answer 
your few quesuons 


1 What ts the present policy of the Soviet Government on the question of 
peace? 

2 What in general outlne are the peace terms put forward by Soviet 
Russia? 

Our peace policy ıs the former, that ıs we have accepted the 
peace proposition of Mr Bullitt '® We have never changed our 
peace conditions (question 2), which are formulated with Mr 
Bullitt 

We have many umes officially proposed peace to the Entente 
before coming of Mr Bullitt 


3. Is the Soviet Government prepared to guarantee absolute non interven 
non in the internal affairs of foreign states? 


We are willing to guarantee it 


4 Is the Soviet Government prepared to prove that it represents the 
mayontv of the Russian people? 


Yes the Soviet Government is the most democratic govern- 
ment of all governmc nts in the world We are willing to prove tt 


3 What ts the postion of the Soviet Government in respect of an economic 
understanding with America? 


Weare decidedly for an economic understanding with Amer- 
ca~with all countnes, but especially with America 

lt necessary we can give vou the full text of our peace condi- 
tons as formulated by our government with Mr Bullitt 


WE Oulianoff (N Lenin) 


Published ın the Chicago Daily Collected Works Vol 30 
News No 257 October 27 1919 pp 50-51 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION PRESENTED TO 
THE EIGHTH ALL-RUSSIA 

CONFERENCE OF THE RC P(B) ON 
THE QUESTION OF FOREIGN POLICY!’ 


The Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic wishes to 
hve in peace with all peoples and devote all its efforts to internal 
development so as to put production, transport and government 
affairs ın order on the basis of the Soviet system, this has so far 
been prevented by the intervention of the Entente and the star- 
vation blockade 

The workers and peasants government has made repeated 
peace proposals to the Entente powers—the message from the 
People s Commussariat of Foreign Affairs to the American repre- 
sentative, Mr Poole, on August 5, 1918, to President Wilson on 
October 24, 1918, to all Entente governments through represen- 
tatives of neutral countries on November 3, 1918, a message 
from the Sixth All Russia Congress of Soviets on November 7, 
1918, Litvinov s Note in Stockholm to all Entente representa- 
tives on December 23, 1918, then there were the messages of 
January 12, January 17 and February 4, 1919, and the draft 
treaty drawn up jointly with Bullitt on March 12, 1919, and a 
message through Nansen on May 7, 1919 

The Seventh Congress of Soviets fully approves these many 
steps taken by the Council of People s Commissars and the Peo- 
ple s Commussanat of Foreign Affairs, once more confirms its 
lasting desire for peace and again proposes to the Entente 
powers Britain, France, the United States of America, Italy and 
Japan, individually and collectively to begin immediately nego- 
tations on peace, the Congress instructs the All Russia Central 
Executive Committee, the Council of People s Commissars and 
the People s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs to continue this 
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peace policy systematically (or to continue this peace policy 
systematically, taking all appropriate measures to ensure its 
success) 


Wnitten on December 2 1919 Collected Works Vol 30 
First published in 1932 pp 191 92 


FROM THE REPORT OF THE 
ALL-RUSSIA CFNTRAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE AND THE COUNCIL OF 
PFOPLE S COMMISSARS TO THE 
SEVENTH ALL RUSSIA CONGRESS OF 
SOVIETS 


December 5 1919 


Comrades from what I have said about our ternational 
successes it follows ~and, I think it 1s not necessary to dwell at 
length on this—that we must repeat our peace proposal in a 
manner that 1s calm and business-like to the maximum degree 
We must do this because it 1s a proposal we have made many 
times, and each time we gained something in the eves of every 
educated man even if he was our enemy that made him blush 
with shame That was the case when Bullitt came here, was 
received by Comrade Chicherin talked with him and with me, 
and when we concluded a preliminary agreement on peace m 
the course of a few hours And he assured us (those gentlemen 
like to boast) that America 1s everything, and who would worry 
about France m face of America s strength? But when we signed 
the agreement the French and British mimsters did this (Lenn 
makes an expressive gesture with his foot Laughter) Bullitt was 
left with a useless piece of paper and he was told, Who would 
have thought you were naive and foolish enough to beheve in 
the democracy of Brita and France? (Applause ) The result 1s 
that in the same issue I read the full text of the agreement with 
Bullitt in French—and it was pubhshed in all the British and 
American newspapers The result ss that they are showing them- 
selves to the whole world to be either rogues or infants -let them 
take their choice! (Applause ) All the sympathies even of the 
petty bourgeoisie even of those bourgeois who have any sort of 
an education and who recall how they once fought thar own 
tsars and kings, are on our side, because we signed the hardest 
possible peace terms in a business-like manner and said The 
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price of the blood of our workers and soldiers 1s too high for us, 
we shall pay you businessmen a heavy tribute as the price of 
peace we consent to a heavy tribute to preserve the hves of our 
workers and peasants That 1s why I think there 1s no reason for 
us to dwell long on this and in conclusion I shall read a draft 
resolution '® that will express, in the name of the Congress of 
Soviets, our unwavering desire to pursue a policy of peace 


(Applause ) 


Short newspaper report Collected Works Vol 30 
published in Pravda No 274 pp 22) 22 
December 6 1919 


IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS PUT BY KARL 
WIEGAND, BERLIN CORRESPONDENT OF 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE !9 


l Do we intend to attack Poland and Rumania? 


No We have declared most emphatically and officially, ın the 
name of the Council of People’s Commussars and the All Russia 
Central Executive Committee, our peaceful intentions It 1s very 
much to be regretted that the French capitalist government 1s 
instigating Poland (and presumably Ramania, too) to attack us 


This 1s even mentioned by a number of American radios from 
Lyons 


2 What are our plans n Asia? 


They are the same as in Europe peaceful coexistence with all 
peoples, with the workers and peasants of all nations awakening 
to a new hfe~a hfe without exploiters, without landowners, 
without capitalists, without merchants The imperialist war of 
1914-18, the war of the capitalists of the Anglo-French (and 
Russian) group against the German-Austrian capitalist group 
for the partition of the world, has awakened Asia and has 
strengthened there, as everywhere else, the urge towards 


freedom, towards peaceful labour and against possible future 
wars 


3 What would be the bans of peace with America? 


Let the Amencan capitahsts leave us alone We shall not 
touch them We are even ready to pay them in gold for any 
machinery, tools, etc , useful to our transport and industries We 
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are ready to pay not only in gold, but ın raw materials too 


4 What are the obstacles to such a peace? 


None on our part, imperialism on the part of the American 
{and of any other) capitalists 


5 What are our views of the deportation of Russian revolutionaries from 
America? 


We have accepted them We are not afraid of revolutionaries 
herein this country Asa matter of fact, we are not afraid of any 
body and if America 1s afraid of a few more hundred or thou 
sand of its citizens, we are ready to begin negotiations with a 
view to receiving any citizens whom America thinks dangerous 
(with the exception of criminals, of course) 


6 What possibilities are there of an economic alliance between Russia and 
Germany? 


Unfortunately, they are not great The Scheidemanns are bad 
allies We stand for an aliance with all countries without 
exception 


? What are our views upon the allied demand for the extradition of war 
criminals? 


If we are to speak seriously on this matter of war guilt, the 
guilty ones are the capitahsts of all countries Hand over to us all 
your landed proprietors owning more than a hundred hectares 
and capitahsts having a capstal of more than 100 000 francs, and 
we shall educate them to useful labour and make them break 
with the shameful, base and bloody role of exploiters and insti~ 
gators of wars for the parution of colonies Wars will then soon 
become absolutely unpossible 


8 What would be the influence of peace with Russia upon the economic 
conditions in Europe? 


Exchange of machinery for grain flax and other raw matert- 
als—I ask, can this be disadvantageous for Europe? Clearly, at 
cannot be anything but beneficial 
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9 What is our opinion regarding the future development of the Soviets as a 
world force? 


The future belongs to the Soviet system all the world over 
The facts have proved it One has only to count by quarterly 
periods, say, the growth in the number of pamphlets, books, 
leaflets and newspapers standing for or sympathising with the 
Soviets published in any country It cannot be otherwise Once 
the workers in the cities, the workers, landless peasants and the 
handicraftsmen ın the villages as well as the small peasants (1 e, 
those who do not exploit hired labour) -once this enormous 
majority of working people have understood that the Soviet sys- 
tem gives all power into their hands, releasing them from the 
yoke of landlords and capitahists- how could one prevent the 
victory of the Soviet system all over the world? I, for one, do not 
know of any means of preventing ıt 


10 Has Russia still to fear counter revolution from withuu 


Unfortunately, ıt has for the capitahsts are stupid, greedy 
people They have made a number of such stupid, greedy 
attempts at intervention and one has to fear repetitions until the 


workers and peasants of all countries thoroughly re-educate their 
own capitahsts 


li Is Rusa ready to enter into business relations with America? 


Of course she 1s ready to do so, and with all other countries 
Peace with Estonia, to whom we have conceded a great deal, has 
proved our readiness, for the sake of business relations, to give 
even industrial concessions on certain conditions 


February 18, 1920 
V Ulyanov (N Lemn) 


Pubbshed on February 21 1920 Collected Works Vol 30 
in the New York Evening pp 365-67 
Joumal No 1267) 


IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS PUT BY A 
CORRESPONDENT OF THE DAILY 
EXPRESS™ 


1 What is our atttude towards the raising of the blockade? 


We consider st a big step forward The possibility ts being 
opened for us to pass from a war that was forced on us by the 
capitahst governments of the Entente to peaceful reconstruction 
This 1s of the greatest importance to us Strainmg all our efforts 
towards the restoration of the economic hfe of the country, 
ruined first by the war between capitalists over the Dardanelles 
and the colomes, then by the war of the capitalists of the Entente 
and Russia against the workers of Russia, we are now, among 
other measures, working out, with the aid of a number of scien- 
tists and experts, a plan of electrification of the whole country 
This plan is to be reahsed over a period of many years The elec- 
tification will rejuvenate Russia Electrnfication based on the 
Soviet system will mean the complete success of the foundations 
of communism im our country ~ foundations of a cultured hfe, 
without exploiters, without capitahsts, without landiords, with 
out merchants 

The raising of the blockade will help to accomphsh Russia s 
electrification 


2 What influence will the Alles decision to cease offensive action have on 
the offensive actions of the Soviet power? 


The Alles together with their alhes and their lackeys - Kol- 
chak Demkin and the capitahsts of the surrounding countries — 
have attacked us We did not attack anyone We concluded 
peace with Estonia even at the cost of matenal sacrifices 
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We are impatiently waiting to see the Alhes’ “decision ’ sup- 
ported by their deeds but the story of the Versailles Peace and of 
its consequences, unfortunately, indicates that ın most cases the 
Alhes words disagree with their deeds and the decisions remain 
scraps of paper 


3 Is the present status quo satisfactory from the standpoint of Soviet policy? 


Yes because every status quo in politics 1s a transition from old 
forms to new ones The present status quo 1s from many points of 
view, a transition from war to peace Such a change 1s desirable 
to us for this reason, and insofar do we consider the status quo 
satisfactory 


4 What are our aims in connection with the cessation of hostilities on the 
part of the Allies? 


Our aims as already mentioned, are peaceful economic 
building A detailed plan of it on the basis of electrification 18 
being at present worked out by a committee of scientists and 
technicians—or rather by a number of committees—1in accor 
dance with the resolution of the February (1920) session of the 
All Russia Central Executive Committee 


Wnitten on February 18 1920 Collected Works Vol 30 
Published on February 23 1920 pp 368-69 
in the Daily Express No 6198 


INTERVIEW WITH LINCOLN EYRE, 
CORRESPONDENT OF THE AMERICAN 
NEWSPAPER THE WORLD?! 


Alhes Playing “Chess Game” 


Of the Alhes reported decimon to hft the blockade’? Lenin said 


“It ss hard to see sincerity behind so vague a proposal, 
coupled as ıt seems to be with preparations to attack us afresh 
through Poland At first glance the Supreme Council s proposi- 
tion looks plausible enough -the resumption of commercial rela 
tions through the medium of the Russian co-operatives But the 
co-operatives do not any longer exist, having been assimilated 
into our Soviet distribution organs Therefore what ıs meant 
when the Allies talk of dealing with the co-operatives? Certainly 
it as not clear 

Therefore I say that closer examination convinces us that 
this Paris decision 1s simply a move ın the Alhed chess game the 
motives of which are sull obscure ’ 


Lenin paused a moment then added with a broad grin 


‘Far obscurer, for mstance, than Marshal Foch s intended 
visit to Warsaw ” 


I asked if he deemed the probabihty of a Polish offensive serious (1t must be 
recalled that in Russia the talk was of a drive by the Poles against the Bolshe 
viki not vice versa) 


Beyond doubt,” Lenin replied, Clemenceau and Foch are 
very, very serious gentlemen and the one originated and the 
other 1s going to carry out this offensive scheme It 1s a grave 
menace, of course, but we have faced graver ones It does not 
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cause us fear so much as disappomtment that the Alhes should 
still pursue the impossible For a Polish offensive can no more 
settle the Russian problem for them than did Kolchak s and 
Demkins Poland has many troubles of her own, remember 
And itis obvious that she can get no help from any of her neigh 
bours, including Roumania 


Yet peace seems nearer than before I suggested 


“Yes, that s true If peace 1s a corollary of trade with us, the 
Alles cannot avoid ıt much longer I have heard that Millerand, 
Clemenceau s successor expresses willingness to envisage com 
mercial relations with the Russian people Perhaps this heralds a 
change of front among the French capitalists But Churchill 1s 
still strong in England and Lloyd George who probably wants 
to do business with us dare not risk an open rupture with the 
political and financial imterests supporting the Churchill 
policy 


United States Oppresses Socialists 


And America? 


It ıs hard to see clearly what 1s going on there Your bankers 
seem to fear us more than ever At any rate, your Government 1s 
instituting more violently repressive measures not Only against 
the socialists but against the working class in general than any 
other government even the reactionary French Apparently it 
18 persecuting foreigners And vet, what would Amenca be 
without her foreign workers? They are an absolute necessity to 
your economic development 

Sull some American manufacturers appear to have begun 
to realise that Making money ın Russia 1s wiser than making war 
against Russia, which 1s a good sign We shall need American 
manufactures —locomotres automobiles, etc ~ more than those 
of any other country 


And your peace terms? 


It as idle to talk further about them, Lemn returned 
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emphatically All the world knows that we are prepared to 
make peace on terms the fairness of which even the most impe 
nalhistic capitalists could not dispute We have reiterated and 
reiterated our desire for peace our need for peace and our 
readiness to give foreign capital the most generous concessions 
and guarantees But we do not propose to be strangled to death 
for the sake of peace 

I know of no reason why a socialist common wealth lke 
ours cannot do business indefinitely with capitalistic countries 
We don t mind taking their capitalistic locomotives and farming 
machinery, so why should they mind taking our socialistic 
wheat, flax and platinum Socialistic corn tastes the same as any 
other grain does ıt not? Of course thev will have to have 
business relations with the dreadful Bolsheviks that ıs the 
Soviet Government But ıt should not be harder for Amencan 
steel manufacturers, for instance to deal with the Soviets than 
it was for them to deal with Entente governments in their 
wartime munition deals ° 


Europe Dependent on Russia 


That ıs why this talk of reopening trade with Russia through 
cO-operatives seems to us insincere, or at least obscure -a move 
in a game of chess rather than a frank straightforward proposi 
tion that would be immediately grasped and acted upon More- 
over if the Supreme Council really means to hft the blockade, 
why doesn t ıt tell us of its intentions? We are without official 
word from Paris What little we know 1s derived from newspaper 
dispatches picked up by our wireless 

The statesmen of the Entente and the United States do not 
seem to understand that Russia s present economic distress 1s 
simply a part of the world s economic distress Unul the econom- 
ic problem ıs faced from a world standpoint and not merely 
from the standpoint of certain nations or a group of nations, a 
solution 1s impossible Without Russia Europe cannot get on 
her feet And with Europe prostrate, Americas position 
becomes critical What good ıs America s wealth if she cannot 
buy with it that which she needs? America cannot eat or wear 
the gold she has accumulated can she? She can t trade profitab- 
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ly that is ona basis that will be of real value to her, with Eu- 
rope until Europe ts able to give her the things she wants in 
exchange for that which she has to give And Europe cannot 
give her those things until she 1s on her feet economically ” 


World Needs Russian Goods 


In Russia we have wheat, flax, platinum, potash and many 
minerals of which the whole world stands in desperate need The 
world must come to us for them in the end, Bolshevism or no 
Bolshevism There are signs that a realisation of this truth ıs grad 
ually awakening But meanwhile not only Russia but all Eu- 
rope 1s going to pieces, and the Supreme Council still indulges in 
tergiversation Russia can be saved from utter ruin and Europe 
too, but ıt must be done soon and quickly And the Supreme 
Council is so slow, s0 very slow In fact, ıt has already been dis- 
solved, I believe, in favour of a Council of Ambassadors, leaving 
nothing settled and with only a League of Nations“ which 1s 
non-existent, still born, to take its place How can the League of 
Nations possibly come to life without the United States to give it 
backbone! ’ 


I inquired as to whether the Soviet Government was satisfied with the mili 
tary situation 


“Very much so ’ Lenin replied promptly ‘ The only symp- 
toms of further military aggression against us are those I spoke of 
in Poland If Poland embarks on such an adventure there will be 
more suffering on both sides, more lives needlessly sacrificed But 
even Foch could not give the Poles a victory They could not 


A our Red Army even if Churchill himself fought with 
them’ 


Here Lenin threw back his head and laughed grimly Then he went on m a 
graver vein 


We can be crushed, of course, by any one of the big Allied 
Powers if they can send their own armies against us But that 
they dare not do The extraordinary paradox 1s that weak as 
Russia ts compared with the Allies boundless resources she has 
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not only been able to shatter every armed force, including Bri 
ush, American and French troops that they have managed to 
send against her, but to win diplomatic and moral victories as 
well over the cordon sanitaire countries Finland refused to fight 
against us We have peace with Estonia, and peace with Serbia * 
and Lithuania ts at hand Despite material inducements offered 
to and sinister threats made against these small countries by the 
Entente, they preferred to establish pacific relations with us ’ 


Internal Situation Hopeful 


“This assuredly demonstrates the tremendous moral force we 
hold The Baltic states our nearest neighbours, appreciate that 
we alone have no designs against their independence and 
well-being ° 


And Russias internal situation? 


“It is critical but hopeful With spring the food shortage will 
be overcome to the extent at least of saving the cities from 
famine There will be sufficient fuel then too The reconstruction 
period 1s under way, thanks to the Red Army s stupendous per- 
formances Now parts of that army are transformed into armies 
of labour, an extraordinary phenomenon only possible in a 
country struggling toward a high ideal Certainly ıt could not be 
done in capitalst countries We have sacrificed everything to 
victory over our armed antagonists in the past and now we shall 
turn all our strength to economic rehabilitation It will take 
years, but we shall win out in the end 


When do vou think Communism will be complete in Russia? The ques- 
tion was a poser I thought but Lenin rephed immediately 


We mean to electrify our enure industrial system through 
power stations in the Urals and elsewhere Our engineers tell us 
it will take ten years When the electrification 1s accomphshed it 
will be the first umportant stage on the road to the communistic 


* This wasanerrorin the newspaper text Serbia was not at war with Soviet 
Russia Apparently Lenin spoke of Latvia — Ed 
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administration of pubhe economic hfe All our industries will 
receive their motive power from a common source, capable of 
supplying them all adequately This will eliminate wasteful 
competition in the quest of fuel, and place manufacturing enter 
prise on a sound economic footing without which we cannot 
hope to achieve a full measure of interchange of essential prod 
ucts in accordance with Communist principles 

Incidentally, m three years we expect to have 50 000 000 
incandescent lamps burning in Russia There are 70 000,000 in 
the United States, I beleve, but in a land where electricity 1s in 
its infancy more than two-thirds of that number 1s a very high 
figure to achieve Electrification is to my mind the most momen- 
tous of the great tasks that confront us 


Scores Socialist Leaders 


At the close of our talk Lenin delivered himself not for publication 
however of some cutting criticism of certain Soctalist leaders n Europe and 
America which revealed his lack of faith m the ability or even desire of these 
gentry to promote world revoluuon effectively He evidently feels that 
Bolshevism will come to pass in spite of rather than because of the official 
chieftains of Socialism 


The World No 21368 Collected Works Vol 42 
February 21 1920 pp 175-80 


OUR FORFIGN AND DOMESTIC 
POSITION AND THE TASKS OF THE 
PARTY 


From a Speech Dehvered to the Moscow Guberma 
Conference of the R CP B) November 2} 1920 


Thus a glance at our international posnon as a whole will 
show that we have achieved tremendous successes and have 
won not only a breathing-space but something much more sig- 
nificant By a breathing space we understand a brief period dur- 
ing which the smperialist powers have had many opportunities 
to renew in greater force the war against us Today, too, we do 
not underestimate the danger and do not deny the possibility of 
future military smtervention by the capitalist countries It 1s 
essential for us to maintain our military preparedness However, 
Wf we cast a glance at the condinons m which we defeated all 
attempts made by the Russian counter-revolutionaries and 
achieved a formal peace with all the Western states, it will be 
clear that we have something more than a breathing space we 
have entered a new period in which we have won the nght to 
our fundamental mternational existence in the network of capi- 
talist states Domesuc conditions have nat allowed a single power- 
ful capitahst state to hurl its army against Russia, this has 
been due to the revolution having matured with such coun- 
tries, preventing them from overcommg us as quickly as they 
might have done There were Briush, French and Japanese 
armies on Russian terntorv for three years There can be no 
doubt that the most insignificant concentration of forces by these 
three powers would have been quite enough to win a victory 
over us in a few months if not ina few weeks We were able to 
contain that attack only on account of the demoralisauon 
among the French troops and the unrest that set in among the 
Bnush and Japanese We have made use of this divergence of 
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imperialist interests all the ume We defeated the interven 
tionists only because their mterests divided them, thereby 
enhancing our strength and unity This gave us a breathing 
space and rendered impossible the complete victory of German 
imperialism at the ume of the Peace of Brest Litovsk 

These dissensions have become more aggravated of late, espe 
cially because of the project of an agreement on concessions with 
a group of American capitalist sharks, with the toughest of them 
headed by a multimillionaire who expects to form a group of 
multimillionaires We know that almost all reports from the Far 
East bear witness to the extreme resentment felt in Japan over 
the conclusion of this agreement although so far there has been 
no agreement, but only the draft of one Japanese public 
opinion however, is already seething and today I read a com 
munication which said that Japan 1s accusing Soviet Russia of 
wanting to set Japan against America 

We have correctly appraised the intensity of the impenalist 
rivalry and have told ourselves that we must make systematic 
use of the dissension between them so as to hamper their struggle 
against us Political dissension 1s already apparent im the rela- 
tions between Britain and France Today we can speak not 
merely of a breathing space but of a real chance of a new and 
lengthy period of development Until now we have actually had 
no basis in the international sense We now have this basis the 
reason being the atutude of the smaller powers that are complete- 
ly dependent on the Great Powers both in the mibtary and m 
the economic sense It now appears that, despite the pressure 
brought to bear by France, Poland has signed a peace with us 
The Pohsh capitahsts have a hate of Soviet power, they crush 
the most ordinary strikes with unparalleled ferocity They want 
war with Soviet Russia more than anything else yet they prefer 
to make peace with us rather than carry out the conditions set 
by the Entente We see that the imperialist powers dominate the 
whole world although they comprise an insigmificant part of the 
world s population The fact that a country has appeared that 
for three vears has resisted world imperialism has considerably 
changed the international situation the minor powers- and 
they form the majonty of the world s population — are therefore 
all inchned to make peace with us 

The entry of the socialist country into trade relations with 
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capitalist countries ıs a most important factor ensuring our exis- 
tence in such a complex and absolutely exceptional situation 

I have had occasion to observe a certain Spargo, an American 
social chauvinist close to our Right Socialist Revolutionaries and 
Mensheviks, one of the leaders of the Second International and 
member of the American Socialist Party, a kind of American 
Alexinsky 24 and author of a number of anu Bolshevik books, 
who has reproached us—and has quoted the fact as evidence of 
the complete collapse of communism -for speaking of transac- 
tions with capitalist powers He has wnitten that he cannot 
imagine better proof of the complete collapse of communism and 
the break-down of 1ts programme I think that anybody who has 
given thought to the matter will say the reverse No better proof 
of the Russian Soviet Republic s material and moral victory 
over the capitalists of the whole world can be found than the fact 
that the powers that took up arms against us because of our ter- 
ror and our entire system have been compelled, against their 
will, to enter into trade relations with us ın the knowledge that 
by so doing they are strengthening us This might have been 
advanced as proof of the collapse of communism only 1f we had 
promised, with the forces of Russia alone, to transform the whole 
world, or had dreamed of doing so However, we have never 
harboured such crazy ideas and have always said that our revo- 
lution will be victorious when ıt 1s supported by the workers of 
all lands In fact, they went halfway in their support, for they 
weakened the hand raised against us, yet 1n doing so they were 
helping us 
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I now go over to the economies When we were speak- 
mg ot Germany we came up to the queson of economns. 
German, cannot exa bom the economic stamipount 
following the Peace ot Versailles nenher can ail the 
deieated counmnes, srh as Auma-Hungan m her 
former boundanes. tor although parts of that countn 
pow belong to the victor states, she cannot cost under 
the Treaty of Nersalles. These countmmes torm m Central 
Europe a vast group with enormous economic and techn 
cal might From the econome standpoint thes are all 
essepual to the resoranon of the world econom It vou 
caretuly read and reread the Decree on Concesaons ot 
November 23> vou will hnd that we stress the siznih- 
cance of the world economy and we do so intenvonalh 
That ts undoubtedh correct: For the worid economy to be 
restored Rusan raw matenals must be unlsed You 
cannot get along without them-that is economnalh 
true lt is admitted even bv a bourgeois of the first water 
a student of economics. who regards things trom a pureh 
bourgeois standpomt That man is henes. author of 
The Economic Consequences of the Peace Nanderlip who has 
travelled all over Europe as a financial magnate also admits 
that the world economy cannot be restored because it appears 
that there is verv hule raw manal available m the 
world n having been dissipated in the war He sas that 
Russia must be reed on And Rusia now comes forward 
and declares to the world we undertake to restore 
ot 


cet oo mmtermatnomal ecomom bere w our plam lhat p 
wumi avamas Durum tus permed Sean LOA erustient 
bus grvan ronger mos omy he n crown ronger bat a has 
ach ama ed a puan por Ube restora dom vt che entire wordat evvi 
The minacita of Une mierna auvari ba means Of a 
pin Of emn unawa s ROR UN wati With our plan we 
Staal mwr ertani arrat che svemparky mat onh of all the 
workers but of semble capetaless as weil, mocaniless of the tact 
that m ther eves we are Thwe emok Boone uk terrorists 
and sw mnh Our ecomomm pian r thertore correct when ther 
Tead ths plan, all che petn -bwurgeves democrats wtil sa uge over 
waandis us tor whule the umpermlsts have already talen out 
among Unemsches. bere Bo a plan tw whah engineers and 
economss can oder no oberon. We are entering the beki ot 
evomomns and are ofienng the nurki a positne prugi anune ot 
anuna Gon we are opemng up prosper ts based on eoomomn 
comaderabons, prosper nha h Rusa regards not as a seitish 
plan to desire, the econvunues of other lands. as was the rule w 
the past, but as a wan to restore those economies in the mterests 
ot the whole work 

We are shitung the question to the antix apatalst plane We 
sav that we undertake to build the whole world on a rabonal 
economn toundanea there can be no doubt that this adea i a 
correct one There can be no doubt that t we set to work pru- 
perh with mudem machinery and the help of siewe the 
whole world economy can be restored at wwe 

We are conducung a and of indusinal propaganda when we 
sav w the master dlas Lou capitalists are useless while you 
are going ww rack and rum we are buikiuw n our own way 30 
doa t vou think gentlemen itis ume to come to terms with us? 
To whuh all the capatahsis of the vorid will have to reph 
though erudguzh Xes, perhaps at Let us wn a trade 
agreement 

The Bnush have already made a dratt and sentat to us. Itas 
under discusvon New ames are tungan Ther war s hemes 
have mpcarned and they now have to bight in the econami 
held We tuli understand that We never imagined that with 
the bghung over and the advent of prace the capitalist walt 
would he down with the wualst lamb No we did not Yet the 
fact that vou have to tight us in the economi beld as a tremen- 
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dous step forward We have presented you with a world pro 
gramme by regarding concessions from the standpoint of the 
world economy That 1s indisputable from the viewpomt of 
economics No engineer or agronomist who has anything to do 
with the national economy will deny that Many capitalists say 
there cannot be a stable system of capitalist states without Rus 
sia Yet we have advanced such a programme in the capacity of 
builders of a world economy based on a different plan That ıs of 
tremendous propaganda value Even if they do not sign a single 
concession -which I regard as quite possible—even if the sole 
outcome of all this talk of concessions will be a certain number of 
Party meetings and decrees, without a single concession being 
granted we shail stl have gained something Besides advancing 
a plan of economic reconstruction, we are winning Besides 
advancing a plan of economic reconstruction, we are winning 
over all states that have been ruined by the war At the congress 
of the Third Communist International I said that the whole 
world 1s divided into oppressed and oppressor nations The 
oppressed nations constitute not less than seventy per cent of the 
Population of the earth To these the Peace of Versailles has 
added another hundred or hundred and fifty million people 
We now stand not only as representatives of the proletarians 
of all countries but as representatives of the oppressed peoples as 
well A journal of the Communist International recently 
appeared under the title of Narody Vostoka It carnes the follow 
ing slogan issued by the Communist International for the peo- 
ples of the East ‘Workers of all countries and all oppressed peo- 
ples unite!’ When did the Executive Committee give orders 
for slogans to be modified? one of the comrades asked Indeed, 
I do not remember that it ever did Of course, the modification 
1s wrong from the standpoint of the Communist Manvfesto but 
then the Communist Manifesto was written under enurely different 
conditions From the point of view of present day politics how- 
ever the change is correct Relations have become tense All 
Germany 1s seething so ıs all of Asia You have read how the 
revolutionary movement 1s developing in India In China there 
is a fierce hatred of the Japanese and also of the Americans In 
Germany there 1s such seething hatred of the Entente as can 
only be understood by those who have seen the hatred of the 
German workers for their own capitalists As a result, they have 
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made Russia the immediate representative of the entire mass of 
the oppressed population of the earth the events are teaching 
the peoples to regard Russia as a centre of attraction A Menshe- 
vik newspaper ın Georgia recently wrote There are two forces 
in the world the Entente and Soviet Russia What are the 
Mensheviks? They are people who trim their sails to the wind 
When we were weak internationally, they cred Down with 
the Bolsheviks! When we began to grow stronger they cried, 
We are neutral! Now that we have beaten off the enemies, 

they say, Yes, there are two forces 

In the concessions decree we come forward on behalf of all 
humanity, with an economically irreproachable programme for 
the restoration of the world s economic forces by utilising all raw 
materials, wherever they are to be found What we consider 1m- 
portant ıs that there should be no starvation anywhere You 
capitalists cannot eliminate it, we can We are speaking for 
seventy per cent of the population of the earth This 1s sure to 
exert an influence Whatever comes of the proyect no exception 
can be taken to it from the angle of economics The economic 
aspect of concessions 1s important regardless of whether they are 
signed or not 

As you see I have been obliged to make a rather long intro- 
duction and to demonstrate the advantages of concessions Of 
course, concessions are important to us also as a means of obtain- 
ing commodities That ıs unquestionably true, but the chief 
thing ıs the political aspect By the ume the Congress of Soviets 
meets you will receive a book of six hundred pages- the plan for 
the electrification of Russia This plan has been devised by the 
leading agronomists and engineers We cannot expedite its realı- 
sation without the help of foreign capital and means of produc- 
tion But if we want assistance we must pay for it So far, we 
have been fighting the capitalists, and they said that they would 
either strangle us or compel us to pay up twenty thousand mil- 
lons However they are in no position to strangle us, and we 
shall not pay the debts For the ume being we are enjoying a cer- 
tain respite As long as we are ın need of economic assistance we 
are willing to pay you-that ıs the way we put the matter, and 
any other way would be economically unsound Russia 1s in a 
state of industrial ruin she ıs ten times or more worse off than 
before the war Had we been told three years ago that we would 
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be fighting the entire capitalist world for three years we would 
not have believed ıt But now we shall be told that to restore the 
economy, with only one tenth of the pre war national wealth 1s 
a sull more difficult task And indeed ıt ıs more difficult than 
fightng We could fight with the help of the enthusiasm of the 
working-class masses and the peasants, who were defending 
themselves against the landowners At present it ıs not a ques- 
tion of defence against the landowners but of restoring econom- 
ic life along lines the peasants are not accustomed to Here vic 
tory will not depend on enthusiasm, dash, or selfsacrifice, but on 
day by-day, monotonous petty and workaday effort That 1s 
undoubtedly a more difficult matter Where are we to procure 
the means of production we need? To attract the Americans, we 
must pay they are men of business And what are we to pay 
with? With gold? But we cannot throw gold about We have ht 
tle gold left We have too little even to cover the programme of 
electrification The engineer who drew up the programme has 
estimated that we need at least a thousand and one hundred 
million rubles of gold to carry ıt out We do not have such a 
stock of gold Neither can we pay ın raw materials, because we 
have not yet fed all our own people When ın the Council of 
People sCommussars the question arises of giving 100,000 poods 
of grain to the Italians, the People s Commussar for Food gets up 
and objects We are bargaining for every trainload of grain 
Without grain we cannot develop foreign trade What then shall 
we give? Rubbish? They have enough rubbish of their own 
They say, let us trade in grain, but we cannot give them grain 
We therefore propose to solve the problem by means of 
concessions 

I pass to the next point Concessions create new dangers I 
shall mention what I said at the beginning of my speech 
namely, that an outcry 1s going up from the rank and file, from 
the working-class masses Don t yield to the capitalists they 
are clever and crafty Itis good to hear that, because it 1s a sign 
of the development of that vast mass which will fight the capital 
ists tooth and nail There are some sound ideas ın the articles of 
Comrade Stepanov, which he planned on pedagogical lines 
(first set forth all the arguments against concessions and then 
say that they must be accepted but certain readers before they 
get to the good part, may stop reading convinced that conces- 
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sions are unnecessary ), but when he says that we must not give 
concessions to Britain because that will mean some Lockhart 
coming here I cannot agree We coped with him at a time when 
the Cheka was still in its infancy not as effective as ıt ıs now If 
we cannot catch spies after three years of war then all that can 
be said ıs that such people should not undertake to run the state 
We are solving far more difficult problems For instance there 
are at present 300 000 bourgeois in the Crimea These are a 
source of future profiteering espionage and every kind of aid to 
the capitalists However we are not afraid of them We sav that 
we shall take and distribute them, make them submit, and 
assimilate them 

To say after this that foreigners who will be attached to the 
various concessions will be a danger to us or that we shail not be 
able to keep an eve on them ıs ridiculous Why, then, should we 
have started the whole business? Why, then should we have un- 
dertaken to run the state? The task here 1s purely one of organ 
sation and it is not worth dwelling on at length 

It would of course be a great mistake to think that conces- 
sions imply peace Nothing of the kind Concessions are nothing 
but a new form of warfare Europe waged war on us and now 
the war ıs shifting to a new sphere Previously the war was con- 
ducted in a field in which the imperialists were infinitely 
stronger than we were-—the military field If you count the 
number of cannon and machine-guns they have and the number 
we have the number of soldiers their governments can mobilise 
and the number our government can mobilise then we certainly 
ought to have been crushed ın a fortnight Nevertheless we held 
our own in this field and we undertake to continue the fight and 
are going over to an economic war We definitely stipulate that 
Next to a concession area, a concession square of territory there 
will be our square, and then again their square, we shall learn 
from them how to organise model enterprises by placing what 1s 
ours next to theirs If we are incapable of doing that, there 1s no 
use talking about anything Operating up-to-date equipment 
nowadays ıs no easy matter and we have to learn to do so learn 
it in practice That is something that no school university or 
course will teach you That ıs why we are granting concessions 
on the chequer board system Come and learn on the job 

We shall get a tremendous economic gain from concessions 
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Of course, when their dwelling areas are created they will bring 
capitalist customs along with them and will try to demoralise the 
peasantry We must be on the alert and exercise our communist 
counter influence at every step That too 1s a kind of war, a duel 
between two methods, two political and economic systems- the 
communist and the capitalist We shall prove that we are the 
stronger We are told Very good, you have held your own on 
the external front, well, start construction go ahead and build 

and we shall see who wins Of course, the task 1s a difficult 
one, but we have said and still say, that socialism has the force 
of example Coercion is effective against those who want to res 

tore their rule But at this stage the significance of force ends 
and after that only influence and example are effective We must 
show the sigmficance of communism ın practice, by example 
We have no machinery, the war has impoverished us and 
deprived Russia of her economic resources Yet we do not fear 
this duel, because ıt will be advantageous to us ın all respects 

That, too, will be a war in which we will not yield an inch 

This war will be to our advantage ın every respect, the transi 

tion from the old war to this new one will also be of advantage 

to say nothing of the fact that there is a certain indirect guaran 

tee of peace At the meeting which was so poorly reported in 
Pravda | said that we had passed from war to peace, but that we 
had not forgotten that war will retum While capitalism and 
socialism exist side by side, they cannot live in peace one or the 
other will ulumately trumph-—the last obsequies will be 
observed either for the Soviet Republic or for world capitalism 

This ıs some respite from war The capitalists will seek pretexts 
for going to war If they accept our proposal and agree to con 

cessions, that will be harder for them On the one hand, we shall 
have the best conditions in the event of war, on the other hand 
those who want to go to war will not agree to take concessions 
The existence of concessions 1s an economic and political argu 

ment against war States that might go to war with us will not be 
able to do so if they take concessions This will bind them We 
set such a high value by this that we shall not be afraid to pay, 
the more so that we shall be paving from the means of produc 

uon that we cannot develop For Kamchatka we shall pay ın 
terms of 100 000 poods of oil taking only two per cent for our 

selves If we do not pay up we shall not get even two poods This 
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1s an exorbitant price, but while capitalism exists we cannot 
expect a fair price from ıt Yet the advantages are beyond doubt 

From the angle of the danger of a collision between capitalism 
and Bolshevism, ıt can be said that concessions are a continua- 
tion of the war, but in a different sphere Each step of the enemy 
will have to be watched Every means of administration super 1- 
sion, influence and action will be required And that 1s also war- 
fare We have fought a much bigger war, in this war we shall 
mobilise even larger numbers of people than ın the preceding 

In this war all working people will be mobilised to a man They 
will be told and given to understand If capitalism does this or 
that, you workers and peasants who have overthrown the capi 

talists must do no less You must learn!” 

I am convinced that the Soviets will overtake and outstrip the 
capitalists and that our gain will not be a purely economic one 
We shall get the miserable two per cent -very little indeed, yet it 
is something But then we shall be getting knowledge and train 
ing, no school or university 1s worth anything without practical 
knowledge You will see from the map appended to the pamph- 
let Comrade Milyutin will show you that we are granting con- 
cessions principally in the outlying regions In European Russia 
there are 70 000 000 dessiatines of northern forest land About 
17 000,000 dessiatines are being set aside for concessions Our 
timber enterprises are mapped out chequerwise these forests are 
in West Siberia and ın the Far North We have nothing to lose 
The principal enterprises are located in West Siberia, whose 
wealth ıs immense We cannot develop a hundredth part of it in 
ten years However, with the help of foreign capitalists, by let- 
ting them have say, a single mine, we shall be able to work our 
own mines In granting concessions, we do the choosing of the 
locations 

How are the concessions to be organised as regards supervi- 
sion? They will try to demoralise our peasantry, our masses A 
small master by his very nature, the peasant ıs inclined to free- 
dom of trade, something we consider criminal That 1s a matter 
for the state to combat Our task here 1s to contrapose the socia 
hst system of economy to the capitalist system That too will be 
a war in which we shall have to fight a decisive battle We are 
suffering from a tremendous crop failure, lack of fodder and loss 
of livestock, yet at the same time vast areas of land are uncult:- 
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vated Ina few days a decree will be issued providing that every 
effort be exerted to achieve the largest possible sowing of crops 
and the greatest possible improvement of agriculture 

Next, we have a million dessiatines of virgin soil which we 
cannot bring under the plough because we have not enough 
draught ammals and implements whereas with tractors this 
land can be ploughed to any depth It ıs therefore to our advan 
tage to let out this land on lease Even if we surrender half of the 
produce, or even three-quarters, we shall be the gainers That 1s 
the policy we are guided by and I can say that our actions must 
be guided, not only by economic considerations and the trend of 
the world economy, but also by profound political conside 
rations Any other approach to the matter would be short 
sighted If it 1s a question of whether concessions are economi 
cally advantageous or disadvantageous, the reply 1s that the 
economic advantages are beyond dispute Without concessions 
we shall not be able to carry out our programme and the electn 
fication of the country, without them, it will be impossible to 
restore our economic life in ten years once we have restored tt 
we shall be invincible to capital Concessions do not mean peace 
with capitalism but war in a new sphere The war of guns and 
tanks yields place to economic warfare True ıt also holds out 
new difficulties and new dangers but I am certain that we shall 
overcome them I am convinced that if the question of conces 
sions 1s posed in this way, we shall easily be able to convince the 
vast majonity of the Party comrades of the necessity of conces 
sions The instinctive apprehension I have spoken of 1s a good 
and healthy sentiment, which we shall convert into a driving 


force that will secure us a more rapid victory in the impending 
economic war 
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Comrades, I think you have made a fully correct decision by 
preferring the discussion on concessions to be held first in the 
Party group To the best of our knowledge, the question of con- 
cessions has every where aroused considerable concern and even 
anxiety, not only in Party circles and among the working-class 
masses but also among the masses of the peasantry All comrades 
have pointed out that, since the decree of November 23 of this 
year, the questions most frequently raised and the written ques- 
tions submitted at most meetings held on a variety of subjects 
have dealt with concessions, and the general tone of the ques- 
tons, as well as of talk on the subject, has been one of apprehen- 
sion we have driven out our own capitalists and now we want 
to admit others I believe that this apprehension this wide 
spread interest ın concessions — displayed, not only by Party com- 
rades but by manv others—1s a good sign, which shows that in 
three years of incredibly hard struggle the workers and peasants 
state power has become so strong and our experience of 
the capitalists has become so fixed in the mind that the broad 
masses consider the workers and peasants state power stable 
enough to manage without concessions they also consider their 
lesson learnt well enough to avoid any deals with the capitalists 
unless there ıs a dire necessity to do so This sort of supervision 
from below, this kind of apprehension emanating from the 
masses, and this kind of anxiety among non Party circles show 
the highly vigilant attention that 1s being paid to relations 
between us and the capitalists I beheve that on this score we 
should absolutely welcome this apprehension as revealing the 
temper of th masses 

Yet I think that we shall come to the conclusion that in the 


69 


question of concessions we cannot be guided by this revolution 
ary instinct alone When we have analysed all aspects of the 
question we shall see that the policy we have adopted -the 
policy of offering concessions -ıs the correct one I can tell you 
briefly that the main subject of my report ~or rather the repeti 
tion of a talk I had very recently m Moscow with several 
hundred leading executives, because I have not prepared a 
report and cannot present it to you — the main subject of this talk 
1s to offer proof of two premises first, that any war 1s merely the 
continuation of peacetime politics by other means, and second, 
that the concessions which we are giving which we are forced to 
give are a continuation of war in another form, using other 
means To prove these two premises, or rather to prove only the 
second because the first does not require any special proof, I 
shall begin with the political aspect of the question I shall dwell 
on those relations existing between the present-day imperialist 
powers, which are important for an understanding of present- 
day foreign policy in its entirety, and of our reasons for adopting 
this policy 

The American Vanderlp sent a letter to the Council of Peo- 
ples Commuissars in which he said that the Republicans, 
members of the Republican Party of America, the party of the 
banking interests, which ıs hnked with memories of the war 
against the Southern States for liberation were not in power at 
the tıme He wrote this before the November elections which he 
hoped the Republicans would win (they have won them) and 
have their own president in March The Republicans policy he 
went on, would not repeat the follies that had involved America 
in European affairs, they would look after their own interests 
American interests would lead them to a clash with Japan, and 
they would fight Japan It might mterest vou to know he went 
on that mn 1923 the U S navy would be stronger than Britain s 
To fight, they needed control of oi! without which they could 
not wage a modern war They not only needed oil but also had 
to take steps to ensure that the enemy did not get any Japan was 
in a bad way ın that respect Somewhere near Kamchatka there 
is an inlet (whose name he had forgotten) with oil deposits, and 
they did not want the Japanese to get that oil If we sold them 
that land Vanderlip could vouch that the Americans would 
grow so enthusiastic that the U S would immediately recognise 
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our government If we offered a concession, and did not sell 
them the land he could not say that they would refuse to exam- 
ine the project but he could not promise the enthusiasm 
that would guarantee recognition of the Soviet Government 
Vanderlip s letter ıs quite outspoken, with unparalleled 
cynicism he outlines the point of view of an imperialist who 
clearly sees that a war with Japan 1s imminent, and poses the 
question openly and directly — enter into a deal with us and you 
will get certain advantages from it The issue ıs the following 
the Far East, Kamchatka and a piece of Siberia are de facto in 
the possession of Japan insofar as her troops are 1n control there, 
and circumstances made necessary the creation of a buffer state, 
the Far Eastern Republic We are well aware of the unbeliev- 
able sufferings that the Siberian peasants are enduring at the 
hands of the Japanese imperialists and the atrocities the 
Japanese have committed in Siberia The comrades from 
Siberia know this_ their recent publications have given details of 
it Nevertheless, we cannot go to war with Japan and must make 
every effort not only to put off a war with Japan but, 1f possible, 
to avert it because, for reasons known to you, it 1s beyond our 
strength At the same tıme Japan is causing us tremendous losses 
by depriving us of our links with world trade through the Pacific 
Ocean Under such conditions, when we are confronted with a 
growing conflict, an imminent clash between America and 
Japan — for a most stubborn struggle has been going on for many 
decades between Japan and America over the Pacific Ocean 
and the mastery of 1ts shores and the entire diplomauc econom- 
1c and trade history of the Pacific Ocean and its shores ıs full of 
quite definite indications that the struggle 1s developing and 
making war between America and Japan inevitable ~- we return 
to a situation we were in for three years we are a Socialist 
Republic surrounded by imperialist countries that are far 
stronger than us in the military sense are using every means of 
agitation and propaganda to increase hatred for the Soviet 
Republic, and will never miss an opportunity for military inter- 
vention, as they put it, 1e, to strangle Soviet power 
If, remembering this, we cast a glance over the history of the 
past three years from the point of view of the international situa- 
tion of the Soviet Republic, ıt becomes clear that we have been 
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able to hold out and have been able to defeat the Entente pow 

ers—an alliance of unparalleled might that was supported by 
our whiteguards-—only because there has been no unity among 
these powers We have so far been victorious only because of the 
most profound discord among the imperialist powers and only 
because that discord has not been a fortuitous and internal dis 

sension between parties but a most deep seated and tneradic 

able conflict of economic interests among the imperialist coun 

tries which based on private property in land and capital 
cannot but pursue a predatory policy which has stultified their 
eflorts to unite their forces against the Soviets I take Japan who 
controlled almost the whole of Siberia and could of course have 
helped Kolchak at any time The main reason she did not do so 
was that her interests differ radically from those of America and 
she did not want to pull chestnuts out of the fire for U S capital 

Knowing this weakness we could of course pursue no other 
policy than that of taking advantage of this enmity between 
America and Japan so as to strengthen ourselves and delay anv 
possibility of an agreement between Japan and America ag unst 
us we have had an instance of the possibility of such an agree 

ment American newspapers carried the text of an agreement 
between all countries who had promised to support Kolchak t 

That agreement fell through of course but it 1s not impos 

sible that an attempt will be made to restore it at the first oppor 

tunity The deeper and more formidable the communist move 

ment grows the greater will be the number of new attempts to 
strangle our Republic Hence our policy of utilising the discord 
among the imperialist powers so as to hamper an agreement or 
to make one temporarily impossible This has been the funda 

mental line of our policy for three vears ıt necessitated the con 

clusion of the Peace of Brest Litovsk as well as the signing with 
Bullitt ofa peace treaty and an armistice agreement most disad 

vantageous to us This political line of conduct enjoins us to 
grasp at a proposal on the granting of concessions Today we are 
giving America Kamchatka which in any case 1s not actually 
ours because it ıs held by Japanese troops At the moment we are 
im no condition to fight Japan We are giving America for 
economic exploitation a territory where we have absolutely no 
naval or military forces and where we cannot send them By 
doing so we are setting American imperialism against Japanese 
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imperialism and against the bourgeoisie closest to us, the 
Japanese bourgeoisie, which still maintains its hold on the Far 
Eastern Republic 

Thus our main interests were political at the concessions 
negotiations Recent events, moreover, have shown with the 
greatest clarity that we have been the gainers from the mere fact 
of negotiations on concessions We have not yet granted any 
concessions and shall not be able to do so unul the American 
president takes office, which will not be before March besides 
we reserve the possibility of renouncing the agreement when the 
details are being worked out 

It follows therefore that in this matter the economic interest 
is secondary its real value lying ın its political interest. The con- 
tents of the press we have received goes to show that we have 
been the gainers Vanderlip himself insisted that the concessions 
plan should be kept secret for the time being until the Republi- 
can Party had won the elections We agreed not to publish 
either his letter or the entire preliminary draft However ıt 
appeared that such a secret could not be kept for long No 
sooner had Vanderlip returned to America than exposures of 
various kinds began Before the elections Harding was candidate 
for the presidency he has now been elected The selfsame Hard- 
ing published ın the press a denial of the report that he was in 
touch with the Soviets through Vanderlip That denial was cate- 
gorical almost ın the following words I don t know Vanderlip 
and recognise no relations with the Soviets The reason behind 
this dental 1s quite obvious On the eve of the elections in bour- 
geois America, ıt might have meant losing several hundred 
thousand votes for Harding to become known as a supporter of 
an agreement with the Soviets and so he hastened to announce 
in the press that he did not know anv Vanderlip As soon as the 
elections were over, however information of a quite different 
kind began to come ın from America In a number of newspaper 
arucles Vanderlip came out in full support of an agreement with 
the Soviets and even wrote in one article that he compared 
Lenin to Washington It turns out therefore that in the bour- 
geois countries we have propagandists for an agreement with us, 
and have won these propagandists from among representatives 
of exploiters of the worst type such as Vanderlip and not in the 
person of the Soviet ambassador or among certain journalists 
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When I told a meeting of leading executives what I am now 
telling you a comrade just back from America, where he had 
worked in Vanderhp s factories said he had been horrified 
nowhere had he seen such exploitation as at Vanderlip s fac- 
tories And now ın the person of this capitalist shark we have 
won a propagandist for trade relations with Soviet Russia, and 
even if we do not get anything except the proposed agreement 
on concessions we shall still be able to say that we have gained 
something We have received a number of reports secret ones of 
course to the effect that the capitalist countries have not given 
up the idea of launching a new war against Soviet Russia in the 
spring We have learnt that preliminary steps are being taken by 
some capitalist states while whiteguard elements are 1t may be 
said, making preparations ın all countries Our chief interest 
therefore hes in achieving the re-establishment of trade rela- 
tions and for that purpose we need to have at least a section of 
the capitalists on our side 

In Britain the struggle has been going on for a long time We 
have gained by the mere fact that among those who represent 
the worst capitalist exploitation we have people who back the 
policy of restoring trade relations with Russia The agreement 
with Britain -a trade agreement — has not yet been signed kra- 
sin 1s now actively negotiating ıt ın London The British Govern- 
ment has submitted its draft to us and we have presented our 
counterdraft but all the same we see that the British Govern- 
ment 1s dragging out the negotiations and that there 1s a reac- 
tionary military group hard at work there which 1s hindering the 
conclusion of trade agreements and has so far been successful It 
1s Our prime interest and prime duty to support anything that 
can strengthen the parties and groups working for the conclu 
sion of this agreement with us In Vanderhp we have gained 
such a supporter not bv mere chance or because Vanderlip 1s 
particularly enterprising or knows Siberia very well The causes 
here le much deeper and are linked with the development of the 
interests of British imperialism which possesses a huge number 
of colomes This rift between American and British imperialism 
is deep and it ts our imperative duty to base ourselves on ıt 

l have mentioned that Vanderlp ıs particularly knowl 
edgeable in respect of Siberia At the end ot our talks 
Comrade Chichenn pointed out that Vanderhp should be 
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received because ıt would have an excellent effect on his further 
actions in Western Europe Of course the prospect of talking to 
such a capitalist shark was not of the pleasantest but then I had 
had to talk very politely by way of duty, even to the late Mir- 
bach, so I was certainly not afraid of a talk with Vanderhp It 1s 
interesting that when Vanderlip and I exchanged all sorts of 
pleasantries and he started joking and telling me that the Ameri- 
cans are an extremely practical people and do not believe what 
they are told until they see ıt with their own eves, I said to him 
halfin banter ‘ Now you can see how good things are in Soviet 
Russia and you can introduce the same in Amenca He an- 
swered me, not in English but in Russian ‘ Mozhet byt * 
Why, you even know Russan?” He answered ‘A long time 

ago I travelled five thousand versts through Siberia and the 
country interested me greatly’ This humorous exchange of 
pleasantries with Vanderlip ended by his saying as he was leav- 
ing Yes, it 1s true Mr Lenin has no horns and I must tell that 
to my friends in America It would have seemed simply ridicu- 
lous had ıt not been for the further reports in the European press 
to the effect that the Soviets are a monster no relations can be 
established with We were given an opportunity to throw into 
that swamp a stone in the person of Vanderlip, who favours the 
re-establishment of trade relations with us 

There has not been a single report from Japan that has not 
spoken of the extraordinary alarm in Japanese commercial cir 
cles The Japanese public say that they will never go against 
their own interests, and are opposed to concessions in Soviet 
Russia In short, we have a terrific aggravation of the enmity 
between Japan and America and thus an undoubted slackening 
of both Japanese and American pressure on us 

At the meeting of executives in Moscow where I had to men- 
uon the fact the following question was asked It appears, 
one of the comrades wrote, that we are driving Japan and 
America to war but it is the workers and peasants who will do 
the fighting Although these are imperialist powers 1s ıt worthy 
of us socialists to drive two powers into a war against each other, 
which will lead to the shedding of workers blood?’ I replied 
that if we were really driving workers and peasants to war that 
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would be acrime All our politics and propaganda, however are 
directed towards putting an end to war and in no way towards 
driving nations to war Experience has shown sufficiently that 
the socialist revolution is the only way out of eternal warfare 
Our policy, therefore, 1s not that of involving others in a war 
We have not done anything justifying, directly or indirectly a 
war between Japan and America All our propaganda and all 
our newspaper articles try to drive home the truth that a war 
between America and Japan would be just as much an impenal- 
ist war as the one between the British and the German groups in 
1914 and that socialists should think, not of defending their re- 
spective countries but of overthrowing the power of the capital 
ists they should think of the workers revolution Is 1t the cor 
rect policy for us to use the discord between the imperialist 
bandits to make ıt more difficult for them to unite against us, 
who are doing everything ın our power to accelerate that revolu 
tion but are in the position of a weak socialist republic that 1s 
being attacked by imperialist bandits? Of course ıt ıs the correct 
policy We have pursued that policy for four years The Treaty 
of Brest Litovsk was the chief expression of this policy While the 
German imperialists were offering resistance, we were able to 
hold out even when the Red Army had not yet been formed, by 
using the contradictions existing between the imperialists 

Such was the situation in which our concessions policy in re- 
spect to Kamchatka emerged This type of concession 1s quite 
exceptional I shall speak later of the wav the other concessions 
are taking shape For the moment I shall confine myself to the 
political aspect of the question I want to point out that the rela 
tions between Japan and America show why 1t 1s to our advan 
tage to offer concessions or to use them as an inducement Con 
cessions presume some kind of re-establishment of peaceful 
agreements the restoration of trade relations, they presume the 
possibility for us to begin direct and extensive purchases of the 
machinery we need We must turn all our efforts to acmeving 
this That has not yet been done 

The comrade who has asked about the resumption of trade 
relations with Britain wants to know why the signing of the 
agreement with that country has been held up Mv answer is 
that it 1s being delayed because the British Government 1s hes! 
tant Most of the trade and industrial bourgeoisie in Britain are 
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in favour of relations being resumed and clearly realise that any 
action for war means taking enormous risks and speeding up the 
revolution You will remember that during our drive on War- 
saw the British Government presented us with an ultimatum, 
threatening to order its navv to sail against Petrograd You will 
remember that Councils of Action 2’ sprang up all over Britain 
at the tıme and the Menshevik leaders of the British working 
class declared that they were against war and would not permit 
one On the other hand the reactionary section of the British 
bourgeoisie and the military clique at court are in favour of the 
war continuing The delay im signing the trade agreement must 
undoubtedly be ascribed to their influence I shall not go into alF 
the details of these trade relations with Britain or of this agree 

ment on trade relations with Britain because 1t would take me 
too far afield This delicate problem has recently to be very thor- 
oughly discussed by the Central Committee of the Party We 
have returned to ıt again and again and our policy ın this mat- 
ter has been marked by the greatest degree of accommodation 

Our aim now is to obtain a trade agreement with Britain so as to 
start more regular trade and be able to buy as soon as possible 
the machinery necessarv for our extensive plan to rehabilitate 
the national economy The sooner we do this the greater will be 
the basis ensuring our economic independence of the capitalist 
countries At present, after having burnt their fingers in the 
armed invasion of Russia they cannot think of an immediate 
resumption of the war We must seize the opportunity and bend 
every effort to achieve trade relations even at the cost of max) 

mum concessions for we cannot for a moment believe in lasting 
trade relations with the imperialist powers, the respite will be 
temporary The experience of the history of revolutions and 
great conflicts teaches us that wars a series of wars, are inevi- 
table The existence of a Soviet Republic alongside of capitalist 
countnes—a Soviet Republic surrounded by capitalist coun- 
tries—1s so intolerable to the caprtalists that they will seize any 
Opportunity to resume the war The peoples are weary of the ım- 
perialist war and threaten to make their indignation felt if war 
continues but the possibility of the capitalists being able to 
resume it in a few years 1s not precluded That 1s why we must 
exert every effort to utilise the opportunity, since it exists, and 
conclude trade agreements I can say the following here (this 1s 
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not for the record) I think that we shall ulumately emerge on 
top as a result of our firm stand that the Communist Interna 
tional is not a governmental institution That ıs the more prob- 
able for the Briush bourgeoisie having to realise the mdiculous- 
ness of rising up against the Third International The Third 
International was formed in March 1919 Its Second Congress 
was held in July 1920 following which the terms proposed ın 
Moscow were made publicly known ın all countries An open 
struggle 1s going on for adhesion to the Communist Interna 
tional The organisational foundations for the formation of 
Communist parties exist everywhere In these circumstances, 
any attempt to present us seriously with an ultimatum that we 
get rid of the Communist International is nexcusable However, 
the emphasis laid on the matter shows where the shoe pinches 
and what displeases them ın our policy Even without that we 
have known what it 1s in our policy that 1s not to their hking 
The East 1s another question that can be spoken of at a Party 
meeting and ıs alarming Britain The latter wants us to give 
assurances that we will do nothing against Britain s interests in 
the East We are willing and ready to give such an undertaking 
As an example I might mention that the Congress of Peoples of 
the East, a communist congress, took place, not in the 
RSFSR butin Baku ın the independent republic of Azerbai- 
jan The British Government will have no reason to accuse us of 
doing anything against British interests In ther ignorance of 
our Consutuuion, they sometimes confuse the Azerbaijan 
Repubhc with the Russian Soviet Republic Our laws are 
definite and precise on that score, and ıt will be easy to refute the 
false interpretations of the British ministers However, there are 
sull differences on this subject, and Krasin ıs engaged with the 
ministers in talks on these two sore points 

In July, when Poland was threatened with utter defeat, and 
the Red Army was about to crush her, the complete text of an 
agreement was presented by Britain, which in effect said that we 
had to declare as a matter of Principle that we would not carry 
on official propaganda or do anything contrary to British inter 
ests in the East That was to be laid down at a subsequent politi 
cal conference, but at the moment they were concluding a 
definite trade agreement They asked whether we would hike to 
sign it We replied that we would Today we say again that we 
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will sign such an agreement The political conference will spec- 
ify Britain s interests in the East We also have certain interests 
in the East, and we shall set them forth in detail when the need 
arises Britain cannot say outright that she is abandoning her 
July proposal and so she 1s dragging things out and concealing 
from her own people the truth about the negotiations The out 
come of the negotiations ıs uncertain and we cannot guarantee 
that an agreement will be signed The very powerful court and 
military circles in Britain are opposed to the agreement We are, 
however proposing maximum concessions, and we believe it to 
be in our interests to sign a trade pact and purchase with all pos- 
sible dispatch some of the essentials for the restoration of the rail- 
ways (1 e, locomotives), for the rehabilitation of industry, and 
for electrification This ıs more important to us than anything 
else If we achieve that we shall become so strong in a few years 
that even if the worst comes to the worst and there 1s armed 
intervention ın a few years time, it will fail because we shall be 
stronger than we are now The hne we in the Central Commit 
tee are following ıs one of maximum concessions to Britain If 
these gentlemen think they will catch us breaking promises, we 
declare that our government will not carry on any ofhcial prop- 
aganda and that we have no intention of infringing on any of 
Britain s interests ın the East If they hope to derive some advan- 
tage from this, let them try, we shall not be the losers 
L now come to the question of the relations between Britain 
and France These are confused On the one hand Britain and 
France belong to the League of Nations and are obliged to act 
jointly on the other hand, whenever any tension arises they fail 
to do so When Comrade Kamenev was ın London conducting 
negotiations together with Krasin, this became quite obvious 
France was in favour of supporting Poland and Wrangel, but 
the British Government declared ıt would not support France 
Concessions are more acceptable to Britain than to France, 
which still aspires to get her debts paid back, while in Britain 
capitalists with any business sense no longer think about it 
From that angle too, it ıs to our advantage to use the dissension 
between Britain and France and we must therefore insist on the 
political proposal of concessions to Britain We now have a draft 
agreement on timber concessions ın the Far North Since there 1s 
no political unity between Britain and France, our position 1m- 
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poses on us the duty of even incurring a certain risk if only we 
succeed in hampering a military alliance between Britain and 
France against us A new war that Britain and France will sup 
port against us will be an immense burden on us (even if ıt ends 
as the war with Wrangel has done ın our complete victory) ıt 
will hinder our economic development and worsen the condition 
of the workers and peasants We must therefore be ready to do 
whatever involves the least loss Obviously, the losses from con 
cessions are negligible compared with those that would artse 
from a delay ın our economic development and the loss of thou 
sands of workers and peasants that would ensue were we unable 
to withstand the alliance of the imperialists Negotiations on 
concessions with Britain are one of the means of standing up to 
their alliance That 1s the political aspect of the issue 
Last the final aspect of the matter ıs the attitude of Britain 
and the entire Fntente to Germany If we exclude America 
Germany 1s the most advanced country In the development of 
electricity her technical level ıs even higher than America s The 
conditions obtaming in Germany ın consequence of the Treaty 
of Versailles make her existence impossible Because of that sit 
uation it ıs natural for Germany to be prompted towards an 
alliance with Russia When the Russian troops were approach 
ing Warsaw all Germany was seething An alliance between 
Russia and Germany, a country that has been strangled a 
country that 1s able to set gigantic productive forces in motion — 
this situation has led to a political mix-up in Germany the Ger 
man Black Hundreds sympathise with the Russian Bolshev tks ın 
the same way as the Spartacus League does This can well be 
understood because it derives from economic causes and 1s the 
basis of the entire economic situation and of our foreign policy 
While we stand alone and the capitalist world 1s strong our 
foreign policy consists on the one hand, in our having to utilise 
disagreements (to vanquish all the imperiahst powers would of 
course, be a most pleasant thing, but for a fairly long time we 
shall not be ın a position to do so) On the one hand our exist 
ence depends on the presence of radical differences between the 
imperialist powers and on the other on the Entente s victory 
and the Peace of Versailles having thrown the vast majonty of 
the German nation into a situation it 1s impossible for them to 
hve in The Peace of Versailles has created a situation in which 
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Germany cannot even dream of a breathing space, or of not 
being plundered, of not having the means of subsistence taken 
away from her of her people not being doomed to starvation 
and extinction, Germany cannot even dream of any of these 
things, so that, naturally, her only means of salvation hes in an 
alliance with Soviet Russia, a country towards which her eyes 
are therefore turning They are furiously opposing Soviet Rus- 
sia, they detest the Bolsheviks, and shoot down their own Com- 
munists in the manner of real whiteguards The German bour- 
geois government has an implacable hatred of the Bolsheviks, 
but such 1s its international position that, against 1ts own desires, 
the government 1s driven towards peace with Soviet Russia 
That, comrades, 1s the second corner-stone of our international 
policy, our foreign policy, ıt ıs to show peoples that are conscious 
of the bourgeois yoke that there is no salvation for them without 
the Soviet Republic Since the Soviet Republic withstood the 
onslaught of the imperialists for three years, this goes to show 
that one country and that country alone, has been successful in 
hurling back this imperialist yoke That country has been called 
a country of ‘robbers , piunderers , bandits , Bolsheviks, 
etc —let that be so, but still ıt ıs ampossible to improve the eco- 
nomic situation without that country 

In a situation such as this the question of concessions acquires 
still another aspect The pamphlet I have in my hands 1s the 
Decree on Concessions of November 23 It will be distributed to 
all members of the Congress We intend to publish this pamph- 
let abroad, ın several languages It ıs our immediate object to do 
everything possible to arouse interest ın concessions among the 
population of the greatest number of countries, to interest those 
countnes that are the most oppressed The divergence of inter- 
ests between Japan and Amenica ıs very great They are unable 
to agree between themselves over China, a number of islands, 
etc The divergence of interests between Germany and the 
Entente 1s of another kind Germany s existence has been made 
impossible by the conditions in which the Entente has placed 
her People are dying there because the Entente has been 
requisitioning their motors and their cattle Such a situation 
urges Germany towards a rapprochement with Soviet Russia I do 
not know the details of the treaty between Germany and the 
Entente, but in any case the treaty 1s known to ban direct trade 
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relations between Germany and Soviet Russia When we 
arranged for the purchase of German locomotives, that was 
done through the agency of Sweden Germany will hardly be 
able to restore direct trade relations with us before April 1921 
However, progress ın restoring our trade relations with Ger- 
many 1s more rapid than with the Entente The conditions of 
existence in Germany are compelling the German people as a 
whole, including the Black Hundreds and the capitalists, to seek 
relations with Soviet Russia Germany 1s already linked with us 
by certain trade relations These hnks can become closer inas- 
much as we are offering Germany agricultural concessions It 1s 
therefore clear that we must advance concessions as an economic 
method, even irrespective of the measure ın which we are able to 
put the project into effect The interest in concessions 1s 30 
obvious that even if we do not succeed in granting a single con- 
cession, or none of our agreements are put into effect (and even 
that ıs quite possible)—even in that case we shall still have 
gained something, and we still have to pursue our policy because 
by so doing we make it more difficult for the imperialist coun- 
tries to attack us 

Irrespective of this, we must tell all the oppressed peoples that 
a handful of countries are overtly or covertly, consciously or un 
consciously, strangling other peoples—this derives from the 
Treaty of Versailles—and these peoples are turning to us for 
help, and are becoming more and more aware of the economic 
necessity of an alhance with Soviet Russia against international 
imperialism Agricultural concessions, therefore, are of a wider 
scope than the old bourgeois concessions they are different from 
the old capitalist concessions They remain capitalist m char 
acter inasmuch as we tell the German capitalists to bring so 
many tractors into our country, mn exchange for which we shall 
give them so much excellent virgin land and grain We are 
attracting capital with the prospect of tremendous profits In 
this respect the concessions are a purely capitalist undertaking, 
but they acquire an immeasurably greater significance because 
Germany as a nation, Austria and other countries cannot exist 
because they need aid ın food and because the entire people 
irrespective of whether the capitalists make a profit of a hundred 
or two hundred per cent, can, despite ant: Bolshevik prejudices 
see that the Bolsheviks are estabhshing completely different ın 
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ternational relations which make ıt possible for all oppressed 
peoples to rid themselves of the imperialist yoke That 1s why our 
successes of the last three years will lead to still greater successes 
in foreign policy during the coming year Our policy 1s grouping 
around the Soviet Republic those capitalist countries which are 
being strangled by impernalism That ıs why our concessions 
proposal has more than a capitalist significance, that is why ıt 1s 
a hand held out, not only to the German capitalists with the 
offer, ‘ Bring us hundreds of tractors and make as much as three 
hundred per cent on each ruble if you like ’, 1t ıs a hand held out 
to oppressed peoples, an alliance of the oppressed masses, which 
is a factor in the future proletarian revolution The doubts and 
fears that still exist ın the advanced countries, which assert that 
Russia could risk a socialist revolution because she ıs a vast 
country with her own means of subsistence while they, the ın- 
dustrial countries of Europe, cannot do so because they have no 
allies — these doubts and fears are groundless We say ‘ You now 
have an ally, Soviet Russia’ Since we are granting concessions, 
this will be an alliance that will consolidate the alliance against 
world imperialism This is a postulate that must not be lost sight 
of, ıt justifies our concessions policy and proves the need to grant 
concessions 

And now for several purely economic considerations I shall 
now go on to these considerations and read out the stipulations 
of the law, although I hope that the comrades present here have 
read the law of November 23 I shall, however, remind you 
briefly that it says that concessionaires shall be paid with part of 
the products, that when special technical improvements have 
been introduced, we are prepared to offer trade advantages, and 
that the term of concessions will be more or less prolonged, 
depending on the volume and character of the expenditures ın- 
volved We guarantee that property invested in an enterprise 
shall not be confiscated or requisitioned 

Without such a guarantee owners of private capital and pri- 
vate property will not, of course, enter into relations with us 
The question of courts, which was at first raised in the draft 
agreement, was subsequently removed, since we saw that this 
was not to our advantage Thus the judicial authority on our 
terntory remains in our hands In the event of a dispute, the 
Issue will be settled by our judges This will be not requisitioning 
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but the lawful exercise of jurisprudence by our judicial bodies 

The fifth clause in the agreement deals with the code of labour 
laws In the original draft of the agreement which was discussed 
with Vanderlhp provision was made for the withdrawal of the 
application of the labour code in locahties inhabited by under- 
developed tribes, we cannot say which In such places no code of 
labour laws 1s possible The labour code was to be replaced in 
such areas by a special agreement on guarantees for the workers 

In the final clause we guarantee the concessionaire against 
any unilateral changes Without this guarantee there can, of 
course, be no question of granting concessions The question of 
what ts meant by non unilateral changes has however, been left 
open That will depend on the text of the agreement on each m- 
dividual concession Arbitration may be possible through some 
of the neutral powers This is a point that may lead to differ 
ences, and leaves a certain latitude in determining the actual 
terms of a concession It should meidentally, be pointed out 
that ın the capitalist countries the Menshevik leaders of the 
working class are considered reliable people They enter bour 
geois governments, and it ıs very difficult for bourgeois govern- 
ments to challenge such mediators or arbitrators as the Menshe- 
viks or social-traitors ot the Luropean countries Experience 
has shown, however, that when any serious tension anses the 
Amencan and European Mensheviks behave just hke the 
Russian Mensheviks do 1 e they do not know how to behave 
and are obliged to yield to the pressure of the revolutionary 
masses, though they themselves remain opposed to the revolu- 
tion The question remains open we shall not decide it in 
advance 

From the terms that I have read out to you you will see that 
economic relations between the capitahst concessionaires and 
the Socialist Republic are far from stable or durable It 1s 
obvious that a capitalist who retains private property and exploi 
tation relations cannot be anything but a foreign bodv in a 
socialist republic Hence one of the main themes ın my report 
concessions are a continuation of war by other means I shall 
deal with that in detail ın a moment but first I want to mention 
the three main forms or kinds of the concessions 

In this pamphlet we have given a list of the chief concessions 
the comrades from the Supreme Counal of the National 
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Economy who provided the material for the pamphlet and 
edited ıt, have appended maps showing these objects These 
maps show that the concessions fall into three main groups- 
first, umber concessions ın the Far North, second agricultural 
concessions and third mining concessions in Siberia 

Our economic interest in timber concessions ın the Far North 
of European Russia 1s obvious, there are tens and even hundreds 
of millions of dessiatines of forest land which we are quite unable 
to exploit because we lack the railways, the means of production 
and the possibility of providing the workers there with food but 
which could be exploited by a country that owns a big merchant 
fleet and could fell and saw timber properly and export it ın tre- 
mendous quantities 

If we want to trade with foreign countries~and we do want 
to, because we realise its necessity—our chief interest 1s ın 
obtaining as quickly as possible, from the capitalist countries, 
the means of production (locomotives machinery, and electrical 
equipment) without which we cannot more or less seriously 
rehabilitate our industry, or perhaps may even be unable to do 
so at all, because the machinery needed by our factories cannot 
be made available It 1s with the motive of extra profit that we 
must attract the capitalist He will get surplus profit — well, let 
him have that surplus profit, we shall obtain the fundamentals 
that will help strengthen us, we shall stand firmly on our own 
feet and shall win ın the economic field We shall have to pay 
up if we want to get the best machinery, etc What are we to pay 
with? We still dispose of gold reserves totalling several milhons 
You will see from the special plan for the electrification of Rus- 
sia, drawn up for several decades, that this plan, together with 
the additional work for the rehabilitation of industry, will in- 
volve an approximate expenditure of something lıke 17 000 mil- 
hon gold rubles Electrification alone will require the direct 
expenditure of more than 1,000 million rubles in gold We can- 
not cover this with our gold reserves ıt ıs extremely undesirable 
and dangerous for us to export foodstuffs because we have not 
got sufficient for our own industry, and yet this need has to be 
met In this case there ıs no concession project economically 
more suitable for us than the forests of the Far North which 
cover an enormous area and where the umber 1s rotting away 
and a total loss because we are economically unable to exploit 
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these umber reserves Timber, however, 1s of tremendous value 
on the world market Besides, the Far North 1s also convenient 
politically because it 1s an outlying border area This concession 
1s convenient to us both politically and economically, and we 
must make the best possible use of it At the Moscow Conference 
I have told you about, Milyutin said that negotiations with Bri- 
tain about concessions ın the north of European Russia are prog 
ressing There are several scores of millions of dessiatines of 
standing timber there If we grant three or five million dessia- 
tines disposed chequerwise, we shall get an opportunity to derive 
advantage from up-to-date enterprises, an opportunity to learn, 
by stipulating that our technicians take part in the work, we 
shall thus gain a lot and make ıt difficult for capitalist powers 
that enter into deals with us to take part ın military action 
against us, because war cancels everything, and should one 
break out we shall get possession of all the buildings, installa 
tions and railways Any possible action against us by new Kol- 
chaks, Demkins and others will not be made the easier 

The second type ıs agricultural concessions With the excep- 
tion of West Siberia with its vast expanses of excellent land, 
inaccessible to us because of its great distance from railways, 
there are ın European Russia and along the River Ural alone 
(our Commissariat of Agriculture has taken the necessary steps 
and has calculated the amount of land we cannot cultivate, 
which 1s no less than 3,000,000 dessiatines along the River Ural, 
abandoned by entire Cossack villages as a result of the victorious 
culmination of the Civil War) excellent lands that must be 
brought under the plough, but which we cannot cultivate 
because of the shortage of draught animals and our weakened 
productive forces 

The state farms of the Don Region have about 800,000 dessia 
tines which we cannot cultivate, to cultivate this land we shall 
need a tremendous number of draught animals or entire tractor 
columns that we cannot put on the fields, while some capitalist 
countries, including those that urgently need foodstuffs — Aust 
ria, Germany and Bohemia -could put tractors to work and 
obtain excellent wheat ın good season We do not know to what 
extent we shall be able to carry that out At present we have two 
tractor plants functioning, in Moscow and Petrograd, but in 
consequence of the difficult conditions that obtain they cannot 
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produce tractors in large numbers We could ease the situation 
by purchasing a greater number of tractors Tractors are the 
most important means of effecting a radical change in the old 
farming methods and of extending the area cultivated By such 
concessions we shall show a large number of countries that we 
are able to develop the world economy on a gigantic scale 
If our propaganda and our proposal do not meet with success, 
and if our proposal ıs not accepted, we shall still reap an advan- 
tage that 1s not only political but socialist as well What 1s going 
on in the capitalist world ıs not only a waste of wealth, but mad- 
ness and a cnme, for in some countries there 1s a food surplus 
that cannot be sold because of currency revolutions, since money 
has depreciated in a number of countries that have suffered de- 
feat Huge stocks of foodstuffs are rotting away, while tens of mil 
lions of people in countries hke Germany are actually starving 
This absurdity, this crime of capitalism, 1s becoming obvious 
to all capitalist countnes and to the small countries that 
surround Russia To the capitalist countries the Soviet Republic 
says “We have hundreds of thousands of dessiatines of excellent 
land that can be ploughed with tractors, you have the tractors, 
the petrol and the trained technicians, we propose to all peoples, 
including the peoples of the capitalist countries, to make the 
rehabilitation of the economy and the salvation of all peoples 
from hunger their main object ’ If the capitalists do not under- 
stand this, ıt 1s an argument demonstrating the corruption, mad- 
ness and criminal nature of the capitalist system That will be of 
more than mere propaganda value ıt will be a communist call 
for revolution, for ıt shows beyond doubt that capitalism 1: fall- 
ing apart and cannot satisfy the people s needs, a fact that 1s 
more and more penetrating into the consciousness of all peoples 
An insignificant minonty of imperialist countries are growing 
rich, while a large number of other countries are actually on the 
verge of ruin The world economy needs reorganisation, and the 
Soviet Republic comes forward with a plan of reconstruction, 
with the following incontestable business-like and realisable pro- 
posal “You are starving under capitalism, despite the fabulous 
wealth of machinery We can solve the crisis by bringing 
together your machinery and our raw matenials, but the capital- 
ists are in the way We have proposed to them that they should 
accept our offer, but they are holding back and wrecking our 
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plan ° That ıs the second type of concession, the agricultural or 
tractor type 
Mining concessions are the third type These are indicated on 
the map of Srberia, with details of each area in which conces- 
sions are being considered Siberia s mineral wealth 1s literally 
boundless, and at best, even given significant progress, we can- 
not exploit even a hundredth part of ıt for many years The 
minerals are to be found in conditions that demand the best 
machinery There are such products as copper ore, which the 
capitalists need badly for their electrical industry because ıt ıs in 
such short supply It 1s possible to rehabihtate the world 
economy and improve the world s technology if they enter into 
regular relauons with us 
It ıs of course, more difficult to implement these concessions 

1 ¢€, they present greater difficulties than umber or agricultural 
concessions do As far as agricultural concessions are concerned, 
it is only a matter of a brief working period with tractors being 
used Timber concessions are also easier, especially as they con- 
cern an area we cannot avail ourselves of, but mining conces- 
sions are frequently at no great distance from the railways fre- 
quently in densely populated areas Here the danger 1s serious 
and we shall weigh the pros and cons very carefully to see 
whether or not they should be granted, we shall do so on definite 
terms, for there 1s no doubt that concessions are a new kind of 
war The capitalists are coming to us to wage a new kind of 
war — the very existence of the capitalists 1s in itself a war against 
the socialist world surrounding them Capitalist enterprises in a 
socialist state are in the economic sense a war for freedom of 
trade, against the policy of compulsory deliveries, a war for pri 
vate property against a republic that has abolished that prop- 
erty On this economic basis there develop a vanety of relation- 
ships (similar to the hostility between the Sukharevka market “8 
and our institutions) We may be told that we are closing down 
the Sukharevka black market but opening up a number of other 

Sukharevkas by letting the capitalists im We have not closed 
our eyes to this, and say if we have been victorious till now if 
we were victorious when our enemies used every means to dis- 
rupt our enterprises, when there was disruption from within 
combined with that from without, then we must surely be able 
to deal with such things, to keep an eye on them when they are 
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in certain limited areas and there are definite conditions and 
relations We have practical experience of the struggle against 
military espionage and against capitalist sabotage We fought 
against them when they were under cover in our own institu- 
tions, surely we shall be able to handle them when the capitalists 
have been let in according to a definite hst and under definite 
conditions We know, of course, that they will try to break these 
conditions and we shall combat such infractions But, com- 
rades concessions on a capitalist foundation mean war Until we 
have overthrown capital in other countries and while capital 1s 
much stronger than we are, its forces can be sent against us at 
any time and ıt can start another war against us For this reason 
we have to make ourselves stronger, and to do that we must 
develop large-scale industry and get our transport going In car 
rying this out we are taking a risk here we again have relations 
of warfare of struggle, and if they try to undermine our policy, 
we shall fight them It would be grossly mistaken to think that a 
peaceful agreement on concessions 1s a peaceful agreement with 
capitahsts It 1s an agreement concerning war, but an agreement 
that ıs less dangerous to us besides being less burdensome for the 
workers and peasants less burdensome than at the time when 
the best tanks and guns were being thrown into action against 
us, we must therefore use all methods and at the cost of econom- 
ic Concessions develop our economic forces and facilitate our 
economic rehabilitation The capitalists will of course, not 
honour their agreements say comrades who are afraid of conces- 
sions It is quite impossible of course to be sure that the capital- 
ists will honour agreements It will be a war, and war ıs the ulti 
mate argument, which in general remains an argument entering 
the relations of the socialist republic 

War threatens us at any hour We are conducting peace nego- 
tations with Poland, and there ıs every chance that peace will 
be concluded or at least to be more exact the vast majority of 
chances are that peace will be concluded There 1s no doubt, 
however, that the Savinkovs2? and the French capitalists are 
working to prevent the treaty from being signed To the capital- 
ists war 1s possible tomorrow if not today, and they would will- 
ingly start a war today if they had not learnt something from 
three years experience Concessions constitute a certain risk, 
they are a loss, they are the continuation of war There ıs no 
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doubt of this, but ıt 1s a war that 1s more to our advantage 
When we have obtained a certam minimum of the means of pro- 
duction, locomotives and machines, then we shall be different, 
ın the economic sense, from what we have been ull now, and the 
imperialist countries will be still less dangerous to us 
We have been told that the concessionaires will create exclu 
sive conditions for their workers, and supply them with better 
clothes, better footwear, and better food That will be their prop- 
aganda among our workers, who are suffering pnvation and 
will have to suffer privation for a long time to come We shall 
then have a socialist republic in which the workers are poverty 
stricken and next to it a capitahst island, in which the workers 
get an excellent livelihood This apprehension ıs frequently 
voiced at our Party meetings Of course, there 1s a danger of that 
kind, and it shows that concessions are a continuation of war 
and do not constitute peace We have, however, experienced far 
greater deprivations and have seen that workers from capitalist 
countries nevertheless come to our country, knowing that the 
economic conditions awaiting them in Russia are far worse, sure- 
ly, then, we ought to be able to defend ourselves against such 
propaganda with counter propaganda, surely we should be able 
to show the workers that capitalism can, of course, provide bet- 
ter conditions for certain groups of its workers, but that this does 
not improve the conditions of the rest of the workers And lastly, 
why ısıt that at every contact with bourgeois Europe and Ame- 
rica we not they, have always won? Why ısıt that to this day 1t 1s 
they who fear to send delegations to us, and not we to them? To 
this day we have always managed to win over to our side at least 
a small part of the delegations despite the fact that such delega 
tions consisted in the main of Menshevik elements, and that they 
were people who came to us for short periods Should we be 
afraid of being unable to explain the truth to the workers?! We 
should be in a bad way if we had such fears, if we were to place 
such considerations above the direct interest which ıs a matter of 
the greatest significance as far as concessions are concerned The 
position of our peasants and workers remains a difficult one It 
must be improved We cannot have any doubt on that score I 
think we shall agree that the concessions policy 1s a policy of con 
tinuation of the war, but we must also agree that 1t 1s our task to 
ensure the continued existence of an isolated sociahst republic 
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surrounded by capitalist enemies, to preserve a republic that 1s 
infinitely weaker than the capitalist enemies surrounding ıt 
thereby eliminating any possibility of our enemies forming an 
alhance among themselves for the struggle against us, and to 
hamper their policies and not give them an opportunity to win a 
victory It is our task to secure for Russia the necessary 
machinery and funds for the restoration of the economy, when 
we have obtained that, we shall stand so firmly on our own feet 
that no capitalist enemies can overawe us That ıs the point of 
view which has guided us in our policy on concessions, the policy 
I have outlined 
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Itis with far greater assurance and determination that we can 
now set about a task that ıs dear to us, an essential task one that 
has long been attracting us- that of economic development We 
can do so with the assurance that the capitalist tycoons will not 
find st as easy to frustrate this work asin the past Of course, we 
must be on our guard In no case can we say that we are already 
guaranteed against war It 1s not because of the absence of for 
mal peace treaties that we are stil] without that guarantee We 
are very well aware that the remnants of Wrangel s army have 
not been destroyed, that they are lying low close at hand, that 
they are under ward and tutelage, and are being re-formed with 
the aid of the capitalist powers We know that the whiteguard 
Russian organisations are working actively to re-create certain 
military units and together with Wrangel s forces, to prepare 
them for a new onslaught on Russia at a favourable moment 

That is why we must maintain our mihtary preparedness un 
der all circumstances Irrespective of the blows already struck at 
imperialism, we must keep our Red Army ın a state of combat 
readiness at all costs, and increase its fighting efficiency The 
release of a certain section of the army and its rapid demobihsa 
tion does not of course, militate against this We rely on the tre- 
mendous expenence gained by the Red Army and its leaders 
during the war to enable us now to improve its quahty And we 
shall see to it that although the army ts reduced we shall retain a 
cadre whose maintenance will not entail an undue burden on 
the Repubhe while at the same ume with the reduction m the 
number of effecuves, we shall be in a better position than before 


92 


in case of need to mobilise and equip a still larger military force 

We are certain that all the neighbouring states, which have 
alréady lost a great deal by supporting the whiteguard conspira- 
cies against us have learnt the hard lesson of experience and 
have duly appreciated our conciliatory spirit, which was gener- 
ally considered as weakness on our part Three years of expen- 
ence have no doubt shown them that while we are persistentlv 
striving for peace, we are prepared from the military point of 
view Any attempt to start a war against us will mean, to the 
states involved that the terms they will get following such a war 
will be worse than those they could have obtained without a war 
or prior to ıt This has been proved ın respect of several coun- 
tries This 1s an achievement we shall not forego one that will 
not be forgotten by any of the powers surrounding us or in politi- 
cal contact with Russia Thanks to this, our relations with neigh 
bouring countries are steadily improving You know that a final 
peace has been signed with a number of states bordering on the 
Western frontiers of Russia These were part of the former Rus- 
sian Empire and the Soviet Government has unequivocally 
recognised their independence and sovereignty ın conformity 
with the fundamental principles of our policy Peace on such a 
basis has every chance of being far more durable than 1s to the 
hiking of the capitalhsts and certain West-European states 

As regards the Latvian Government, I must say that at one 
tume there was a danger of our relations becoming strained, so 
much so that the idea even arose of severing diplomatic rela- 
tons But the latest report from our representative in Latvia ın- 
dicates that a change of policy has already taken place, and that 
many muisunderstandings and legitumate causes of dissatisfaction 
have been removed There ıs good reason to hope that in the 
near future we shall have close economic ues with Latvia, which 
will naturally be even more useful to us in our trade with West 
ern Europe than Estoma and the other states bordering on the 
RSFSR 

I must also say, comrades, that during this year our policy in 
the East has been very successful We must welcome the forma- 
tion and consolidation of the Soviet Republics of Bokhara, Azer- 
baijan and Armenia, which have not only recovered their com- 
plete independence but have placed the power of government 
in the hands of the workers and peasants These republics are 
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proof and corroboration of the fact that the ideas and principles 
of Soviet government are understood and immediately applica 
ble, not only in the industrially developed countnes, not only 
in those which have a social basis like the proletariat, but also in 
those which have the peasantry as their basis The idea of peas 
ants Soviets has trumphed The peasants’ power has been 
assured they own the land and the means of production The 
friendly relations between the peasant Soviet Republics and the 
Russian Sociahst Republic have already been consolidated by 
the practical results of our policy 

We can also welcome the forthcoming signing of a treaty with 
Persia, friendly relations with whom are assured by the fact that 
the fundamental interests of all peoples suffering from the yoke 
of imperialism coincide 

We must also note that fnendly relations with Afghanistan, 
and still more so with Turkey, are being steadily established and 
strengthened As for the latter power, the Entente countnes 
have done everything they could to render impossible any more 
or less normal relations between her and the West-European 
countnes This circumstance, coupled with consohdation of the 
Soviets, 1s steadily strengthening the alliance and the friendly 
relations between Russia and the oppressed nations of the East, 
despite the bourgeoisie s resistance and intrigues and the con- 
tnung encirclement of Russia by bourgeois countries The chief 
factor in politics today ıs the violence being used by the imperial 
ists against peoples which have not had the good fortune to be 
among the victors, this world policy of imperialism 1s leading to 
closer relations, alliance and friendship among all the oppressed 
nations The success we have achieved ın this respect in the West 
as well, in relation to more Europeanised states, goes to show 
that the present principles of our foreign policy are correct and 
that the improvement ın our international position rests on a 
firm basis We are confident that, by continuing our peace 
policy and by making concessions (and we must do so if we wish 
to avoid war), the basic line of our policy and the fundamental 
interests which stem from the very nature of imperialist policy 
will come into their own and will make ıt more and more imper 
ative for the R SFSR to establish closer relations with a grow 
ing number of neighbouring states, despite the intrigues and 
machinations of the imperialists, who, of course, are always cap 


94 


able of provoking a quarrel between us and some other state 
Such relations are our guarantee that we shall be able to devote 
ourselves wholeheartedly to economic development and that we 
shall be able for a longer period, to work calmly, steadfastly and 
confidently 

I must add that negotiations for the conclusion of a trade 
agreement with Great Britain are now under way Unfortunate- 
ly, these negotiations have been dragging out much longer 
than we would wish, but we are not at all to blame for that 
When, as far back as July—at the moment the Soviet troops 
were achieving their greatest successes — the British Government 
officially submitted to us the text of an agreement assuring the 
establishment of trade relations, we replied by giving our full 
consent, but since then the conflict of the various trends within 
the British Government and the British state has held this up 
We see how the British Government 1s vacillating, and 1s threat- 
ening to sever relations with us and immediately to dispatch 
warships to Petrograd We have seen all this, but at the same 
tume we have seen that, in reply to this threat, Councils of 
Action have sprung up all over Great Britain We have seen 
how, under pressure from the workers, the most extreme adher- 
ents of the opportunist trend and their leaders have been obliged 
to resort to this quite ‘ unconstitutional policy, one that they 
had themselves condemned a short while before It appears that, 
despite the Menshevik preyudices which have hitherto prevailed 
im the British trade union movement, the pressure brought to 
bear by the working people and their political consciousness 
have become strong enough to blunt the edge of the imperialists’ 
bellicose policy Continuing our policy of peace we have taken 
our stand on the proposals made by the British Government ın 
July We are prepared to sign a trade agreement at once, if ıt 
has not yet been signed, the blame rests wholly with those trends 
and tendencies in British ruling circles that are anxious to frus- 
trate the trade agreement and, against,the will of the majonty, 
not only of the workers but even of the British bourgeoisie, want 
a free hand to attack Soviet Russia again That ıs their affair 

The longer this policy 1s pursued by certain influential circles 
in Great Bntain, by financial and imperialist circles there, the 
More it will aggravate the financial situation the longer it will 
delay the semi-agreement which has now become essential 
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between bourgeois Britain and the Soviet Republic, and the 
nearer ıt will bring the imperialists to a situation that will oblige 
them to accept a full agreement not merely a semi-agreement 

Comrades, I must say that this trade agreement with Great 
Britain 1s connected with one of the most important questions in 
our economic policy, that of concessions One of the important 
acts passed by the Soviet government dunng the period under 
review 1s the law on concessions of November 23, this year You 
are, of course, all familar with the text of this law You all know 
that we have now published additional material from which 
delegates to the Congress of Soviets can obtain full information 
on this question We have published a special pamphlet contain 
ing, not only the text of the decree but also a list of the chief con 
cessions we are offering agricultural, timber and mining We 
have taken steps to make the published text of this decree avail 
able in the West European countries as early as possible, and we 
hope that our concessions policy will also be a practical success 
We do not in the least close our eyes to the dangers this policy 
presents to the Socialist Soviet Republic, a country that more- 
over ıs weak and backward While our Soviet Republic 
remains the isolated borderland of the capitalist world ıt would 
be absolutely mdiculous, fantastic and utopian to hope that we 
can achieve complete economic independence and that all 
dangers will vanish Of course, as long as the radical contrasts 
remain the dangers will also remain and there 1s no escaping 
them What we have to do is to get firmly on our feet in order to 
survive these dangers we must be able to distinguish between 
big dangers and little dangers, and incur the lesser dangers 
rather than the greater 

We were recently informed that at a Congress of Soviets of 
Arzamas Uyezd in Nizhmi-Novgorod Gubernia a peasant nota 
member of the Party said on the subject of concessions Com 
rades we are delegating you to the All Russia Congress and de- 
clare that we peasants are prepared to endure hunger and cold 
and do our duty for another three years but don t sell Mother 
Russia in the form of concessions ’ I heartily welcome such sen 
uments which are very widespread I think it ıs highly indica 
tve that during these three years the masses of non-Party work 
ing people—not only industrial workers but peasants as 
well—have acquired the political and economic experience 
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which enables and compels them to value their liberation from 
the capitalists above all else, which compels them to exercise 
redoubled caution and to treat with extreme suspicion every 
step that involves the possibility of new dangers of the resto- 
ration of capitalism Of course, we give the greatest consider 
auon to all declarations of this kind but we must say that there 
1s no question of selling out Russia to the capitalists It 1s a ques- 
tion of concessions, any concessions agreement 1s limited to a 
definite period and by definite terms It ıs hedged around with 
all possible guarantees with guarantees that have been carefully 
considered and will be considered and discussed with you again 
and again at the present Congress and at various other confer- 
ences These temporary agreements have nothing to do with any 
selling out There ıs not a hint in them of selling Russia What 
they do represent 1s a certain economic concession to the capital 
ists, the purpose of which 1s to enable us, as soon as possible, to 
secure the necessary machinery and locomotives without which 
we cannot effect the restoration of our economy We have no 
right to neglect anything that may, in however small a measure, 
help us to improve the conditions of the workers and peasants 
We must do all we possibly can to bring about the rapid resto- 
ration of trade relations, and negotiations are at present being 
carried on in a semi-legal framework We are ordering locomo- 
tives and machines ın far from adequate numbers, but we have 
begun to order them When we conduct these negotiations offi 
cially, the possibilities will be vastly expanded With the aid of 
industry we shall achieve a great deal, and ın a shorter penod, 
but even if the achievements are very great, the period will cover 
years, a number of years It must be borne in mind that 
although we have now gained a military victory and have 
secured peace, history teaches us that no big question has ever 
been settled, and no revolution accomplished, without a series of 
wars And we shall not forget this lesson We have already 
taught a number of powerful countnes not to wage war on us, 
but we cannot guarantee that this will be for long The mpenal- 
ist predators will attack us again if there 1s the slightest change 
in the situation We must be prepared for ıt Hence, the first 
thing 1s to restore the economy and place it firmly on its feet 
Wathout equipment without machinery obtained from capital- 
ist countries, we cannot do this rapidly And we should not 
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grudge the capitalist a httle extra profit if only we can effect this 
restoration The workers and peasants must share the sentiments 
of those non Party peasants who have declared that they are not 
afraid to face sacrifice and privation Realising the danger of 
capitalist intervention, they do not regard concessions from a 
sentimental point of view, but as a continuation of the war as 
the transfer of the ruthless struggle to another plane they see in 
them the possibility of fresh attempts on the part of the bour 

geoisie to restore the old capitalism That 1s splendid, it 1s a 
guarantee that not only the organs of Soviet power but all the 
workers and peasants will make ıt their business to keep watch 
and ward over our mterests We are therefore confident that 
we shall be able to place the protection of our interests on such a 
basis that the restoration of the power of the capitalists will be 
totally out of the question even in carrying out the concessions 
agreements, we shall do everything to reduce the danger to a 
minimum and make ıt less than the danger of war so that it will 
be difficult to resume the war and easier for us to restore and 
develop our economy im a shorter period im fewer vears (and it 
is a matter of a good many years) 
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The current international situation 1s such that some sort of a 
temporary, unstable equihbrium, but equilibrium for all that, 
has been established, it 1s the kind of equilibrium under which 
the imperialist powers have been compelled to abandon their 
desire to hurl themselves at Soviet Russia, despite their hatred 
for her, because the disintegration of the capitalist world 1s stead- 
ily progressing, unity 1s steadily diminishing, while the on- 
slaught of the forces of the oppressed colonies which have a 
population of over a thousand million, 1s increasing from year to 
year, month to month, and even week to week But we can make 
no conjectures on this score We are now exercising Our main in- 
fluence on the international revolution through our economic 
policy The working people of all countries without exception 
and without exaggeration are looking to the Soviet Russian 
Republic This much has been achieved The capitalists cannot 
hush up or conceal anything That ıs why they so eagerly catch 
at our every economic mistake and weakness The struggle in 
this field has now become global Once we solve this problem, 
we shall have certainly and finally won on an international 
scale That ıs why for us questions of economic development 
become of absolutely exceptional importance On this front, we 
must achieve victory by a steady mse and progress which must 
be gradual and necessarily slow 
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Comrades, what I have just said 1s perfectly clear and com 
prehensible to you and you could not expect anything else from 
anyone reporting to you on our policy You know that such and 
no other, 1s our policy But unfortunately, there are now two 
worlds the old world of capitalism, that ıs ın a state of confusion 
but which will never surrender voluntarily, and the risıng new 
world, which ıs still very weak, but which will grow for it is in 
vincible This old world has its old diplomacy, which cannot 
believe that it 1s possible to speak frankly and forthnghtly This 
old diplomacy thinks there must be a trap of some sort here 
(Applause, laughter ) When this economically and mıhtarıly all 
powerful old world sent us—that was some time ago- Bullitt a 
representative of the United States Government, who came to us 
with the proposal that we should conclude peace with Kolchak 
and Denikin on terms that were most unfavourable to us— we 
said that we held so dear the blood of the workers and peasants 
shed for so long in Russia that although the terms were extreme- 
ly unfavourable we were prepared to accept them because 
we were convinced that the forces of Kolchak and Demkin 
would disintegrate from within We said this quite frankly with 
the minimum of diplomatic subtlety, and so they concluded that 
we must be trying to dupe them And Bullitt, who had held 
these friendly, round table conversations with us, was met with 
reproach and compelled to resign as soon as he got home I am 
surprised that he has not yet been thrown into gaol ın keeping 
with the imperialist custom, for secretly sympathising with the 
Bolsheviks (Laughter applause ) But the upshot was that we who 
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at that ume had proposed peace to our disadvantage obtained 
peace on much more favourable terms That was something of a 
lesson I know that we can no more learn the old diplomacy 
than we can remould ourselves but the lessons in diplomacy 
that we have given since then and that have been learned by the 
other powers must have had some effect, they must have 
remained in the memory of some people (Laughter ) Hence, our 
straightforward statement that our workers and peasants prized 
above all the blessings of peace but that there were limits to the 
concessions they were prepared to make to preserve it, was taken 
to mean that they had not for a moment not for a second, for- 
gotten the hardships they had suffered ın the imperialist war and 
the Civil War This reminder which I am sure this Congress, 
and the whole mass of workers and peasants, all Russia, will 
endorse and express —this reminder will surely have some effect 
and play a certain role, no matter how the powers take it, no 
matter what diplomatic ruse their old diplomatic habits make 
them suspect 

This comrades, 1s what I think must be said about our inter- 
national situation A certain unstable equikhbrium has been 
reached Materially—economically and miulitarily—we are 
extremely weak but morally—by which, of course, I mean not 
abstract morals, but the alignment of the real forces of all classes 
mm all countries — we are the strongest of all This has been proved 
in practice, ıt has been proved not merely by words but by 
deeds, 1t has been proved once and if history takes a certain 
turn, ıt will perhaps be proved many times again That ıs why 
we say that having started on our work of peaceful development 
we shall exert every effort to continue ıt without interruption At 
the same time, comrades, be vigilant safeguard the defence 
potential of our country strengthen our Red Army to the 
utmost, and remember that we have no mght to permit an m- 
stant s slackening where our workers and peasants and their 
gains are concerned (Applause ) 

Comrades having thus briefly outlined the most essential fea- 
tures of our international position I shall now deal with the 
manner ın which economic relations are beginning to shape out 
in our country and in Western Europe, in the capitalist coun- 
tnes The greatest difficulty here 1s that without definite rela 
tions between us and the capitalist countries we cannot have 
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stable economic relations Events very clearly show that neither 
can the capitalist countries have them But today we are not m 
an altruistic mood We are thinking more of how to continue in 
existence when other powers are hostile to us 

But ts the existence of a socialist republic in a capitahst envi 
ronment at all conceivable? It seemed inconceivable from the 
political and military aspects That ıt 1s possible both politically 
and militanly has now been proved, it 1s a fact But what about 
trade? What about economic relations? Contacts, assistance the 
exchange of services between backward, ruined agricultural 
Russia and the advanced industrially-developed group of capi- 
talist countries — ts all this possible? Did they not threaten to sur 
round us with a barbed wire fence so as to prevent any economic 
relations with us whatever? War did not scare them, so we 
shall reduce them by means of a blockade 

Comrades during the past four years we have heard so many 
threats, and such terrible ones, that none of them can fnghten us 
any more As for the blockade experience has shown that it 1s an 
open question as to who suffers from ıt most, the blockaded or 
the blockaders Experience has shown beyond doubt that during 
this first year on which I am able to report as a period of a rela 
tively elementary respite from direct brute force, we have not 
been recognised we have been rejected, and relations with us 
have been declared non-existent (let them be recognised as non 
existent by the bourgeois courts), but they nevertheless exist I 
deem it my nght to report to you that thisis without the slight 
est exaggeration one of the main results achieved in 1921 the 
year under review 

I do not know whether the report of the People s Commissar 
iat of Foreign Affairs to the Ninth Congress of Soviets has been, 
or will be distributed to vou today In my opimon, the defect ın 
this report 1s that it 1s too bulky and is difficult to read right 
through But perhaps, this 1s my own failing and I have no 
doubt that the overwhelming majonty of you as well as all those 
who are interested in politics, will read it, even if not immedi 
ately Even if vou do not read it all but only glance through its 
pages, you will see that Russia has sprouted, if one may so 
express ıt a number of fairly regular and permanent commer 
cial relations missions treaties etc True we are not yet recog 
mised de jure This is sull important because the danger of the 
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unstable equilibrium being upset the danger of new attempts at 
invasion has, as I have said, increased, the relations, however, 
are a fact 

In 1921-the first year of trade with foreign countnes—we 
made considerable progress This was partly due to the improve 
ment ın our transport system, perhaps the most ımportant, or 
one of the most important sectors of our economy It ıs due also 
to our imports and exports Permit me to quote very brief 
figures All our difficulties, our most incredible difficulties — the 
burden of these difficulties, the most crucial feature of them-—lhe 
in fuel and food, ın the peasant economy, in the famine and 
calamities that have afflicted us We know very well that all this 
is bound up with the transport problem We must discuss this, 
and all comrades from the localities must know and repeat ıt 
over and over again to all their comrades there that we must 
strain every nerve to overcome the food and fuel crisis It 1s from 
this that our transport system suffers, and transport 1s the mate- 
nal instrument of our relations with foreign countries 

The orgamsational improvements ın our transport system 
over the past year are beyond doubt In 1921 we transported by 
river much more than in 1920 The average run per vessel ın 
1921 was 1,000 pood versts as compared with 800 pood versts ın 
1920 We have definitely made some progress ın organisation I 
must say that for the first ume we are beginning to obtain assis 
tance from abroad We have ordered thousands of locomouves, 
and we have already received the first thirteen from Sweden and 
thirty-seven from Germany It 1s a very small beginning, but a 
beginning nevertheless We have ordered hundreds of tank cars 
about 500 of which arrived here in the course of 1921 We are 
paying a high, an exorbitant price for these things, but still it 
shows that we are receiving the assistance of the large-scale in- 
dustry of the advanced countnes, it shows that the large-scale 
industry of the capitalist countries 1s helping us to restore our 
economy, although all these countries are governed by capital- 
ists who hate us heart and soul All of these capitalists are united 
by governments which conunue to make statements in ther 
press about how matters stand with the de jure recognition of 
Soviet Russia and about whether or not the Bolshevik Govern 
ment ıs a legitimate one Lengthy research revealed that 11 1s a 
legitumate government but it cannot be recognised I have no 
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right to conceal the sad truth that we are not yet recognised, but 
I must tell you that commercial relations are nevertheless 
developing 

All these capitalist countries are in a position to make us pay 
through the nose, we pay more for the goods than they are 
worth, but for all that, they are helping our economy How did 
that happen? Why are they acting against their own inclinations 
and in contradiction to what they are constantly asserting in 
their press? And this press is more than a match for ours ın re- 
spect of circulation and the force and venom with which it 
attacks us They call us criminals, and all the same they help us 
And so it turns out they are bound up with us economically It 
turns out as I have already said that our calculations, made on a 
grand scale, are more correct than theirs This 1s not because 
they lack people capable of making correct calculations— they 
have far more than we have ~ but because ıt 1s impossible to cal 
culate properly when one ts heading for destruction That 1s why 
I would hke to supplement my remarks with a few figures to 
show how our foreign trade is developing I shall quote only very 
brief figures that are easy to remember In three years— 1918, 
1919 and 1920—our total imports amounted to a httle over 
17 000 000 poods, in 192) they amounted to 50 000 000 poods, 
that 1s to say, three times the total amount imported ın the three 
preceding years Our exports in the first three years totalled 
2,500 000 poods, ın 192] alone, they amounted to 11,500 000 
poods These figures are infinitesimally, miserably, ridiculously 
small, any well-informed person will at once say that they are 
indicative of poverty And that ıs what they do indicate But for 
all that, ıt 1s a beginning And we who have experienced direct 
attempts to crush us who for years have been hearing threats 
that everything will be done to prevent any relations with us as 
long as we remain what we are, nevertheless see that something 
has proved more potent than these threats We see that their fore- 
cast of economic development was wrong and ours was night 
We have made a start, and we must now exert all our efforts to 
continue this development without interruption We must make 
it Our primary concern, giving it all our attention 

I shall give vou another httle illustration of the progress we 
made in 1921 In the first quarter of 1921 umports amounted to 
about 3,000 000 poods, in the second quarter to 8,000 000 
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poods, ın the third quarter to 24 000 000 poods So we are mak 
ing progress These figures are infinitesimally small, but they 
nevertheless show a gradual increase We see how they grew in 
1921, which was a year of unprecedented difficulties You know 
what that calamity, the famine, cost us what incredible difficul- 
ties it 1s still causing on the farms, in industry and ın our hfe 
generally But although our country has been devastated by 
war, has suffered tremendous hardship as a result of all the wars 
and of the rule of tsars and capitalists, we are now on the road 
that offers us a prospect of improvement, in spite of the unceas- 
ing hostility towards us That ıs the main factor That ıs why, 
when we read recently about the Washington Conference % 
when we heard the news that the countries hostile to us would be 
obliged to convene a second conference next summer and to 1n- 
vite Germany and Russia to discuss the terms of a genuine 
peace, we said that our terms are clear and definite, we have for- 
mulated them we have published them How much hostility 
shall we encounter? We have no illusions about that, but we 
know that the economic position of those who blockaded us has 
proved to be vulnerable There 1s a force more powerful than the 
wishes, the will and the decisions of any of the governments or 
Classes that are hostile to us That force 1s world general econom- 
ic relations, which compel them to make contact with us The 
farther they proceed ın this direction the more extensive and 
rapid will be the development of what in today s report for 1921 
I have been able to indicate to you only by some scanty figures 
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THE INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 
SITUATION OF THE SOVIET REPUBLIC 


From a Speech Delivered at a Meeting of the Communist 
Group at the All Russia Congress of Metalworkers 


March 6 1922 


Of course comrades you all know that Genoa}! remains in 
the forefront of the problems of our international politics I am 
not very sure that ıt does so legitimately, for when we say 

Genoa we mean the Conference that everybody long ago 
heard about the Conference that was to have taken place in 
Genoa Italy The preparations for ıt had been almost com 
pleted but now unfortunately the situation ıs so indefinite that 
nobody knows (and I am afraid that even the immators and 
organisers themselves do not know) whether there 1s much 
chance of its taking place or not At all events, we must say to 
ourselves and to all those who have any interest in the destiny of 
the workers and peasants republic, that our position on this 
question that is on the question of the Genoa Conference has 
been absolutely firm from the very beginning and remains so It 
is not our fault if certain people lack not only firmness but even 
the most elementary determination the most elementary ability 
to carry out their own plans From the very beginning we de 
clared that ue welcomed Genoa and u ould attend tt We understood 
perfectly well and did not im the least conceal the fact that we 
were going there as merchants because trade with capitalist 
countries (as long as thev have not entirely collapsed) 1s absolu 
tely essential to us, we realised that we were going to Genoa to 
bargain for the most proper and most advantageous and polit 
cally suitable terms for this trade and nothing more This is by 
no means a secret to those capitalist countries whose govern 
ments drew up the first plan for the Genoa Conference and got it 
going Those countries know perfectly well that the list of com 
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mercial agreements hnking us with different capitalist states ıs 
growing longer and longer that the number of pracucal trans- 
actions ıs increasing and that we are now discussing ın the 
greatest detail a huge number of joint Russian and foreign 
commercial projects between the most diverse combinations 
of foreign countries and various branches of our industry 
Thus, the capitalist states are well aware of the practi 
cal basis of what is mainly to be discussed at Genoa And this 
basis has a superstructure consisting of all sorts of political talk, 
assumptions and projects but we must realise that it ıs only a 
httle one largely artificial, designed and erected by those who 
are interested ın ıt 

It goes without saying that during the more than four vears 
existence of Soviet power we have acquired sufficient practical 
experience (apart from the fact that we are already quite fami- 
har with ıt in theory) to enable us to appraise correctly the dip 
lomatic game the gentlemen who represent the bourgeois coun- 
tries are today playing according to all the rules of the obsolete 
art of bourgeois diplomacy We know perfectly well what hes at 
the bottom of this game we know that ıt 1s trade The bourgeots 
countries must trade uith Russia, they know that unless they estab- 
lsh some form of economic relations their disintegrauion will 
continue in the way it has done up to now Notwithstanding all 
their magnificent victories, notwithstanding the endless boasting 
with which they fill the newspapers and telegraph services of the 
whole world their economy 1s falling to pieces And after more 
than three years of effort, after their great victones they cannot 
cope with the very simple task of restoring the old let alone 
building anything new and are still racking their brains over 
the problem of how to get together and from some combina 
tion of three four, or five (the number 1s so large you see, 
that it 1s frightfully difficult to reach an agreement) so as to 
be able to trade 

I can understand that Communists need ume to learn to 
trade and I know that those who are learning will be making 
the crudest of mistakes for several years but history will forgive 
them because they are entirely new to the business For this pur- 
pose we must make our thinking more flexible and must discard 
all communist or rather Russian Oblomovism ?? and much 
more besides But it ıs strange for representatives of bourgeois 
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countries to have to learn the trading business all over again, 
after they have been engaged in it for hundreds of years and 
when the whole of their social life is based upon ıt Incidentally, 
it should not seem so strange to us For a long time we have been 
saying, and we always knew, that their appraisal of the impenal- 
ist war was less correct than ours They appraised ıt from what 
they could see directly in front of them, and three years after 
their tremendous victories they still cannot find a way out of the 
situation 

We Communists said that our appraisal of the war was more 
profound and correct, that its contradictions and its disasters 
would have a far broader impact than the capitalist countnes 
imagined And, looking at the bourgeois victor countries from 
outside, we said they will recall our forecast and our appraisal 
of the war and its consequences more than once The fact that 
they do not understand the simplest things does not surprise us 
But we nevertheless say, We must trade with the capitalist 
countries as long as they exist ° We shall negotiate with them as 
merchants, and the fact we can do so 1s proved by the increasing 
number of trade agreements we are signing and negotiating with 
them But we cannot publish them until they are signed From 
the commercial point of view we, of course, have to agree when 
a capitalist merchant comes to us and says, This deal must 
remain between ourselves until the negotiations are completed 
We, however, know how many agreements are ın course of prep- 
aration~ the hst alone fills several pages, and ıt includes scores 
of practical proposals that have been discussed ın detail with ım 
portant financial groups Of course, the gentlemen representing 
the bourgeois countries gathering at Genoa are as well aware of 
this as we are whatever the position may be as regards other 
matters, contacts between these governments and their capitalist 
firms have of course been maintained Even they are not so ter 
nbly lax as not to know of this 

Since ın foreign telegrams we are continually reading state 
ments which create the impression that they do not know 
exactly what will take place at Genoa, that they have something 
new up their sleeve that they want to astonish the world by sub 
mitting new terms to Russia, permit me to say to them (and I 
hope I shall have the Opportunity of saying ıt to Lloyd George 
personally, at Genoa) You will not surprise anyone by this 
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gentlemen You are businessmen and you know your job well 
We are only just learning to trade and are still clumsy at it But 
we have tens and hundreds of agreements and draft agreements, 
which show how we trade and what transactions we conduct or 
shall conduct and on what terms And we smile quietly to our- 
selves when we read in the newspapers all sorts of reports — pub- 
hshed for the purpose of scaring someone — to the effect that they 
intend to put us to some sort of test We have been threatened 
often enough and with much more serious threats than those 
uttered by the merchant who mtends to slam the door after 
making his last offer We have been threatened with the guns of 
the Allied powers that rule almost the whole world We were not 
Srightened by those threats Please, gentlemen, European diplomats, do not 
Jorget that 

Weare not in the least concerned about maintaining our dip- 
lomatic prestige the good name to which the bourgeois states 
attach so much importance Officially, we shall not even talk 
about it But we have not forgotten ıt Not one of our workers, 
not one of our peasants has forgotten, can forget, or ever will for- 
get that he fought ın defence of the workers and peasants gov- 
ernment against the alliance of all those very powerful states 
that supported the intervention We have a whole collection of 
treaties which those countries concluded with Kolchak and 
Denikin over a number of years They have been published, we 
are familar with them and the whole world ıs familar with 
them What 1s the use of playing hide-and-seek and pretending 
that we have all become Simple Simons? Every peasant and 
every worker knows that he fought against those countnes, and 
that they failed to vanquish him And if you gentlemen, who 
represent the bourgeois governments, care to amuse yourselves, 
to waste your paper (of which you have ever so much more than 
you need) and your ink, and to overload your cables and radio 
stations with messages announcing to the whole world ‘We 
shall put Russia to the test , we shall see who comes off best We 
have already been put to the test not the test of words, not the 
test of trade, not the test of money, but the test of the bludgeon 
And ın view of the severe bleeding and painful wounds inflicted 
onus we have earned that ıt be said of us- not by ourselves, but 
by our enemies— A man who has been beaten 1s worth two who 
have not ” 
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We have earned this on the field of battle As far as trade 1s 
concerned it 1s a pity that we Communists are not being 
thrashed enough but I trust that this defect will be made good 
in the near future with equal success 

I said that I hope to discuss these subjects with Lloyd George 
personally in Genoa, and to tell him that :t 2s no use trying to 
frighten us with such trwialities because it will only damage the 
prestige of those who try it I hope that I shall not be prevented 
from doing this by ill health which during the past few months 
has prevented me from taking a direct part in political affairs, 
and which totally incapacitates me for the Soviet duties which I 
have been appointed to perform I have reason to believe that I 
shall be able to return to my duties within a few weeks But will 
three or four of them succeed within the next few weeks in reaching an 
agreement on what they have informed the world they are already agreed 
upon? I am not sure about that I even dare assert that nobody ın the 
world ıs sure about it, and what ıs more that they themselves 
are not sure because when these victorious powers which rule 
the whole world gathered at Cannes? after numerous prelimin- 
ary conferences — the number of these conferences 1s infinite, and 
even the European bourgeois press 1s jeering — they could not say 
definitely what they wanted 
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FROM THE POLITICAL RFPORT OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEF OF THE RCP (B) 
TO THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
RCP (B) 


March 27 1922 


(Applause ) Comrades permit me to start the political report 
of the Central Committee from the end and not from the begin 
ning of the year The political question most discussed today 1s 
Genoa But since a great deal has already been said on the sub- 
ject m our press, and since I have already said what ıs most 
essential to ıt in my speech on March 6, which has been pub- 
lished, I would ask you to permit me to refrain from going into 
details unless you particularly wish me to do so 

On the whole you know everything about Genoa, because 
much has been written about it in the newspapers—in my 
opimion too much, to the detriment of the real, practical and 
urgent requirements of our work of construction in general, and 
of our economic development in particular In Europe, ın all 
bourgeois countries of course they like to occupy peoples 
minds, or stuff their heads, with all sorts of trash about Genoa 
On this occasion (I would say not only on this occasion) we are 
copying them and copying them far too much 

I must say that ın the Central Committee we have taken very 
great pains to appoint a delegation of our best diplomats (we 
now have a fair number of Soviet diplomats, which was not the 
case in the early period of the Soviet Republic) The Central 
Committee has drawn up sufficiently detailed instructions for 
our diplomats at the Genoa Conference we spent a long time 
discussing these instructions and considered and reconsidered 
them several mes It goes without saying that the question here 
is, I shall not sav of war because that term 1s likely to be misun- 
derstood, but at all events one of rivalry In the bourgeois camp 


there 1s a very strong trend, much stronger than any other, that 
wants to wreck the Genoa Conference There are trends which 
greatly favour the Genoa Conference and want 1t to meet at all 
costs The latter have now gained the upper hand Lastly, mm all 
bourgeois countries there are trends which might be called paci 
fist trends, among which should be included the entire Second 
and Two-and a Half Internationals It ıs this section of the 
bourgeoisie which 1s advocating a number of pacifist proposals 
and ıs trying to concoct something in the nature of a pacifist 
pohcy As Communists we have definite views about this pact 
fism which ıt would be superfluous to expound here Needless to 
Say, we are going to Genoa not as Communists, but as mer 
chants We must trade, and they must trade We want the trade 
to benefit us, they want ıt to benefit them The course of the 
issue will be determined, if only to a small degree, by the skill of 
our diplomats 

Insofar as we are going to Genoa as merchants 1t 1s obviously 
by no means a matter of indifference to us whether we shall deal 
with those people from the bourgeois camp who are inclined to 
settle the problem by war, or with those who are inchned to- 
wards pacifism even the worst kind of pacifism which from the 
communist viewpoint will not stand the slightest criticism It 
would be a bad merchant, indeed, if he were unable to appre 
ciate this distinction, and, by shaping hus tactics accordingly, 
achieve practical aims 

We are going to Genoa for the practical purpose of expanding 
trade and of creating the most favourable conditions for its suc 
cessful development on the widest scale But we cannot guaran 
tee the success of the Genoa Conference It would be ridiculous 
and absurd to give any guarantees on that score I must say, 
however, that, weighing up the present possibilities of Genoa in 
the most sober and cautious manner, I think that at will not be 
an exaggeration to say that we shall achieve our object 

Through Genoa, if the pther parties in the negotiations are 
sufficiently shrewd and not too stubborn, bypassing Genoa if 
they take ıt into their heads to be stubborn But we shall achieve 
our goal! 

The fact of the matter 1s that the most urgent pressing and 
practical interests that have been sharply revealed ın all the capi 
talst countries during the past few years call for the development, 
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regulation and expansion of trade with Russia Since such inter- 
ests exist, we May argue, we may quarrel, we may disagree on 
specific combinations — it ıs highly probable that we shall have to 
disagree- this fundamental economic necessity will, neverthe- 
less, after all 1s said and done, make a way for itself I think we 
can rest assured of that I cannot vouch for the date, I cannot 
vouch for success, but at this gathering we can say with a fair 
amount of certainty that regular trade relations between the 
Soviet Republic and all the capitalist countries in the world are 
certain to continue developing When I come to it in another 
part of my report I shall mention the hitches that may possibly 
occur, but I think that this 1s all that need be said on the ques- 
tion of Genoa 
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DRAFT DECISION OF THE ALL-RUSSIA 
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON 
THE REPORT OF THE DELEGATION TO 
THE GENOA CONFERENCE 


The All Russia Central Executive Committee s draft resolu- 
tion os Joffe s report should be drawn up approximately as 
follows 

l The delegation of the All Russia Central Execunve Com- 
mittee has carried out its task correctly in upholding the full 
sovereignty of the RS FSR , opposing attempts to force the 
country into bondage and restore private property, and in con- 
cluding a treaty with Germany * 

2 The international political and economic situatson ss char- 
acterised by the following features 

Polsucal the absence of peace and the danger of fresh mpe- 
nalist wars {Ireland India, China and others, worsening of rela- 
tions between Bnitain and France, between Japan and the 
United States, ete, ete ((in greater detail})] 

3 Economic the victor countnes, exceedingly powerful 
and ennched by the war (= by plunder), have not been able to 
re-establish even the former capitahst relations three and a half 
years after the war [currency chaos, non-fulfilment of the 
Treaty of Versailles and the impossibility of its fulfilment, non- 
paymentof debts to the United States, etc , ete (in greater detail) } 

4 Therefore, Arncle One of the Cannes resolutions,’ by 
recognising the equality of the two property systems (capitalist or 
private property, and communist property, so far accepted only 
in the RSFSR ) is thus compelled to recognise, even 1f only 
indirectly, the collapse the bankruptcy of the first property sys- 
tem and the mevitability of its coming to an agreement with the 
second, on terms of equality 
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5 The other articles of the Cannes terms as well as the 
memoranda etc , of the powers at Genoa, are in contradiction 
to this and are, therefore still born 

6 True equality of the two property systems — tf only as a tem- 
porary state, until such ame as the entire world abandons private prop- 
erty and the economic chaos and wars engendered by ıt for the 
higher property system —1s found only ın the Treaty of Rapallo 

The All Russia Central Executive Committee, therefore 

welcomes the Treaty of Rapallo as the only correct way out of 
the difficulties, chaos and danger of wars (as long as there 
remain two property systems one of them as obsolete as capital- 
ist property), 

recognises only this type of treaty as normal for relations 
between the RSFSR and capitalist countries 

instructs the Council of People s Commussars and the People s 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs to pursue a policy along these 
lines 

instructs the Presidium of the All Russia Central Executive 
Committee to confirm it by agreement with all republics that 
are in federal relations with the RSFSR, 

instructs the People s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs and the 
Council of People s Commussars to permit deviations from the 
Rapallo-type treaty only in exceptional circumstances that gain 
very special advantages for the working people of the 
RSFSR, etc 
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INTERVIEW GIVEN TO MICHAEL 
FARBMAN, OBSERVER AND 
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 
CORRESPONDENT 


1 Question The anti Russian press describes Hernot s% reception in Mos- 
cow and the Franco Russian negotiations as a definite change in Soviet Russia s 
foreign policy 

Is that true? Is it true that Russia regards British policy in the Middle East 
as a challenge and 3s ready to conclude an agreement with France directed 
against Britain? 


Answer 1 consider it absolutely incorrect to describe Hernot s 
reception in Moscow and the Franco-Russian negotiations as a 
change, even a slight one, in Soviet Russia s policy in general or 
as being anti-British in particular We certainly value very 
highly both Hernot s reception in Moscow and the step taken 
towards a rapprochement with France or towards negotiations 
with her, which have now become possible, probable and, I 
should like to believe, essential Any rapprochement with 
France 1s something we very much desire, especially in view of 
the fact that Russia s commercial interests mperatively demand 
closer relations with this strong continental power But we are 
convinced that this rapprochement does not ın the least imply 
that some change must necessanly take place ın our policy to- 
wards Bntain We believe fully fmendly relations with both 
powers to be quite possible and that ıs our aim We believe that 
the development of commercial relations will inevitably go a 
very long way towards achieving this am We believe that the 
interests of Britain and France nghtly understood, will likewise 
operate in that direction We beheve that the mutual interests of 
both Britain and France, insofar as they have points of contact 
with Russia do not under any circumstances contain elements 
of inevitable hostılıty between Bntain and France On the con- 
trary, we even think that peaceful and friendly relations between 
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these powers and Russia are a guarantee (I am almost prepared 
to say—the strongest guarantee) that peace and friendship 
between Bntain and France will last a long time and that all 
possible and under present circumstances probable differences 
between France and Britain will most speedily and truly find a 
happy solution 


2 Question ls not the virtual termination of the Greco-Turkish War a war 
supported by Britain an opportune moment for the conclusion of an Anglo- 
Russian agreement? 


Answer Of course the termination of the Greco-Turkish 
War which had Bntains support, 1s a factor that, to a 
certain extent, improves the chances of an Anglo Russian 
agreement being concluded We looked for such an agreement 
even before that war ended and shall now continue to 
seek ıt with the utmost energy True, some of the problems 
connected with the termmation of that war are objects of 
our disagreement with Bntain But first of all, the peace 
which has followed the Greco-Turkish War 1s ın our opinion 
such an advantage to international politics as a whole that 
we hope for an improvement in the general conditions 
under which they are conducted, thanks to the Greco Turkish 
peace Secondly, we do not consider the differences between 
Britain and ourselves tó be ın any way imsurmountable 
On the contrary, we expect that, with the Middle East problem 
entering various stages, the near future will show us to what 
extent we are right in hoping that the end of the Greco-Turkish 
War will also be the end of the conflicts and differences 
which placed that war in the forefront of imternational 
poliucs We are doing everything ın our power to make 
the end of that war also the end of all fricuon and 
disagreement with Britain, and we hope that the interests 
of the British Government will mse on this occasion, too, 
above any promptings and the frequently insincere utterances 
of the anu-Russian press 


3 Quxeston Do you consder Russia s parucipauon in the eastern ques- 
tuon” a matter of prestige alone or do you proceed exclusively from Russia s 
real interests? Does the Russian Government agree to the French proposal to 
permit Russias participation in only that part of the Conference that will 
decide the question of the Straits? 
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Answer 1 consider Russias participation in the settlement 
of the Middle East question to have nothing to do with 
prestige I hope that our international politics as a whole 
over a period of five years have shown completely that we 
are quite indifferent to questions of prestige and that we 
are incapable of putting forward any demand whatsoever or 
of worsening the real chances of peace between states solely 
on account of prestige 1 am confident that in no other 
country are the masses so mdnfferent to prestige and even 
so prepared to treat the question of prestuge as such with 
happy ridicule We are of the opimon that modern diplo 
macy will rapidly come to regard questions of prestige 
precisely in this way 

Our Middle East policy ıs a matter of Russia s most real, 
immediate and vital interest and of the interest of a number 
of states federated with her If all these states did not 
succeed in getting their demand to participate in the Middle 
East Conference satisfied there would remain a huge mass 
of elements of hosulity, conflict and discontent their non-partc- 
ypation would involve such difficulnes in purely commercial 
affairs between Eastern Europe on the one hand, and all other 
states on the other, that either there would remain no grounds 
whatever for peaceful coexistence or that such existence 
would be extraordinanly difficult 

The Russian Government, therefore, is not satisfied with 
the proposal from Pans to allow Russia to participate only 
in that part of the Conference which will settle the problem 
of the Straits We are of the opimon that such a limitation 
would inevitably lead to a number of very practical ım 
mediate inconveniences, in particular economic inconveniences, 
from which France and Britain would themselves suffer, most 
probably in the near future 


4 Queshon Whatis the Russan programme for the solution of the Straits 
problem ? 


Answer Our Straits programme (still only approximate, of 
course) contains, among other things the following 

First, the satisfaction of Turkey s national aspirations We 
consider this essential and not only in the interests of national 
mdependence Our five years experience in setthng the na- 
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uonal question ın a country that contains a tremendous 
number of nanonalhues such as could hardly be found in 
any other country, gives us the full conviction that under 
such circumstances the only correct attitude to the interests 
of nations ıs to meet those interests in full and provide 
conditions that exclude any possibility of conflicts on 
that score Our experience has left us with the firm con- 
viction that only exclusive attention to the interests of various 
nations can remove grounds for conflicts, can remove mutual 
mistrust, can remove the fear of any intrigues and create 
that confidence, especially on the part of workers and peas- 
ants speaking different languages, without which there abso- 
lutely cannot be peaceful relations between peoples or anything 
hke a successful development of everything that 1s of value 
in present-day civilisation 

Secondly, our programme includes the closing of the Straits 
to all warships in times of peace and of war This 1s in the 
direct commercial interests of all powers, not only of those 
whose terntory ıs m the immediate vicinity of the Straits, 
but of all others, too It must be remembered that all over 
the world there has been an inordinate amount of pacifist 
talk, an unusual number of pacifist phrases and assurances, 
and even vows against war and against peace, although 
there ıs usually httle preparedness on the part of the major- 
ity of states especially on the part of the modern civilised 
States, to take any realistic steps, even the most simple, to 
ensure peace On this, and on similar questions, we should 
hke to see a mimmum of general assurances, solemn prom- 
ises and grandiloquent formulas, and the greatest possible 
number of the simplest and most obvious decisions and mea- 
sures that would certainly lead to peace, if not to the complete 
elimination of the war danger 

Thirdly, our programme on the Straits includes complete 
freedom of commerce by sea After what I have said above 
I do not think it at all necessary to explain this point or 
make it more concrete 


5 Question Would the Russian Government agree to the League of 
Nations controlling the Straits if the League were to include in its composiuon 
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Russia Turkey Germany and the United States? 
Or would Russia insist on the establishment of a special commussion to 
control the Straits? 


Answer We are, of course, opposed to the League of 
Nations, and I do not think that it 1s only our economic and 
political system with its specific features that accounts for our 
Negative attitude towards the League, the interests of peace, 
regarded from the point of view of the concrete conditions of 
modern international politics ın general, also fully justify that 
negative attitude The League of Nations bears so many marks 
of its world war origin, it 1s so intimately bound up with the Ver 
sailles Treaty and 1s so marked by the absence of anything 
resembling the establishment of the real equality of nghts 
between nations, anything resembling a real chance of their 
peaceful coexistence, that I think our negative attitude to the 


League can be appreciated and does not stand in need of 
further comment 


6 Question Does the refusal to ratify the agreement with Urquhart” 
mean a victory of the Left Communists ? What are the objective conditions 
which would make possible a resumption of negouations and the raufication of 
the agreement with Urquhart? 


Answer The question of concluding an agreement with 
Urquhart was raised by our government when I was ill 
and was unable to take part in affairs of state Therefore 
I am not yet fully informed of all the details of this matter 
Nevertheless I can assert quite definitely that there 1s not, 
nor can there now be, any question of a victory for the 
Left Communists I know this from my direct observation 
of the course of government affairs 

The fact of the matter 1s that Bnitain’s act of injustice, 
expressed in her unwillingness to admit us to the 
Conference, was so unexpected, aroused such indignation in 
Russia and so firmly umted not only the Right with the 
Left Communists but also united the huge mass of the 
non-Party population of Russia, the workers and peasants, 
that things did not and could not reach the point of disagree- 
ment between the Left and Right Communists 

The reason given for our rejection of the Urquhart agree- 
ment was a direct expression one may say, not only of the 
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general Party sentiment but of that of the entire people, 
1 e, the sentiment of the entire mass of the workers and 
peasants 

The resumption of negotiations and the subsequent ratifica- 
tion of an agreement with Urquhart depend primanly on 
the elimination of the flagrant myustices committed against 
Russia by Britain in curtailing her might to participate in the 
Middle East Conference As far as the concrete terms 
submitted to us by Urquhart are concerned, I have not yet 
had time to look into this matter ın sufficient detail, and can 
only say that the government has decided to let the support- 
ers and opponents of this agreement have their say in our 
press as soon as possible, in order to obtain, from the most 
objective and motivated discussion, material for the overall 
venfication of all the pros and cons and for a decision 
on the issue in a manner that best accords with Russia s inte- 
rests 


7 Question To what extent are the accusatons of the ant: Russian press 
in Britain justified when they assert that the recent arrests of industralists in 
Moscow signify the end of the New Economic Policy and a reversion to the 
policy of nationalisation and confiscation? 


Answer As to your question concerning the accusations made 
against us in the Bntish anti Russian press that ‘ Moscow 
industrialists were being arrested, I must say that I have 
today just read in our newspaper (/zvestia) an item 
headed ‘Arrests of Black Marketeers’ None other than 
Comrade Z B Katsnelson, chief of the Economic Division 
of the State Political Administration, tells us in this article 
that there was no question of arrests of industrialists, and 
that ‘rumours circulated by enemies of Soviet power, both 
within the RSFSR and abroad, that the arrests are infringe- 
ments on the freedom to trade are actually nothing but nonsenst- 
cal inventions that have the definite counter-revolutionary 1n- 
tent of disrupting the economic relations that are being 
established with Western Europe’ 

Indeed, those arrested were exclusively profiteers on the so- 
called black market and our authonties are ın possession of evı- 
dence establishing connection between these black-market cur- 
rency profiteers and certain employees of foreign missions in 
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Moscow This evidence shows not only the sale of platinum and 
of gold bars but also the organtsatzon of contraband shipments of these 
valuables abroad 

From this you can see how absolutely unfounded are the 
rumours that we are putting an end to the New Economic Policy 
and how utterly false are the accusations made by the anu: Rus- 
sian press in Britain, which 1s trying by the most unheard-of dis- 
torton and deception to present our policy in a false light 
Actually, there has never been any mention in any government 
circles whatsoever of discontinuing the New Economic Policy 
and returning to the old Incidentally, the whole work of the 
government during the session of the All Russia Central Execu- 
uve Committee now in progress ıs aumed at obtaining the widest 
possible legislative sanction for what 1s known as the New 
Economic Policy, so as to eliminate all possibility of any devia- 
tion from it 


October 27, 1922 


Pravda No 254 Collected Works Vol 33 
November 10 1922 pp 383-89 


FROM THE ARTICLE ‘ BETTER FEWER, 
BLT BETTER’ 


The general feature of our present hfe 1s the following we 
have destroved capitalist industry and have done our best to 
raze to the ground the medieval institutions and landed propne~ 
torshup, and thus created a small and very small peasantry, 
which 1s following the lead of the proletariat because it beheves 
in the results of its revolutionary work It 1s not easy for us. how- 
ever to keep gomg untul the socialist revolution ts victonous m 
more dev eloped countries merely with the aid of this confidence, 
because economic necessity, especially under NEP keeps the 
productivity of labour of the small and very small peasants at an 
extremely low level Moreover, the internavional situation too, 
threw Russia back and, by and large reduced the labour pro- 
ductivity of the people to a level considerably below pre-war 
The West-European capitalist powers, partly deliberately and 
partly unconsciously, did everything they could to throw us 
back to utihse the elements of the Civil War in Russia m order 
to spread as much ruin in the country as possible It was pre- 
cisely this way out of the impenalist war that seemed to have 
many advantages They argued somewhat as follows If we fail 
to overthrow the revoluuonary system m Russia, we shail, at all 
events hinder its progress towards socialism And from their 
Point of view thev could argue in no other way In the end ther 
problem was half-solhed They failed to overthrow the new svs- 
tem created by the revolution, but they did prevent it from at 
once taking the step forward that would have justified the fore- 
casts of the socialists, that would have enabled the latter to dexet- 
op the producuve forces with enormous speed, to develop ali 
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the potentialities which taken together, would have produced 
socialism, socialists would thus have proved to all and sundry 
that socialism contains within itself gigantic forces and that 
mankind had now entered into a new stage of development of 
extraordinarily brilliant prospects 

The system of imternational relationships which has now 
taken shape 1s one in which a European state, Germany, 1s en- 
slaved by the victor countries Furthermore, owing to their vic- 
tory, a number of states, the oldest states in the West, are in a 
position to make some insignificant concessions to their 
oppressed classes—concessions which insignificant though they 
are, nevertheless retard the revolutionary movement ın those 
countries and create some semblance of “class truce’ 

At the same time, as a result of the last imperialist war, a 
number of countries of the East India China, etc , have been 
completely jolted out of the rut Their development has definite- 
ly shifted to general European capitalst lines The general 
European ferment has begun to affect them, and ıt ıs now clear 
to the whole world that they have been drawn into a process of 
development that must lead to a crisis ın the whole of world 
capitalism 

Thus at the present time we are confronted with the ques- 
tion -shall we be able to hold on with our small and very small 
peasant production, and in our present state of ruin, until the 
West European capitahst countries consummate their develop- 
ment towards socialism? But they are consummating it not as we 
formerly expected They are not consummating it through the 
gradual ‘ maturing of socialism, but through the exploitation 
of some countries by others, through the exploitation of the first 
of the countries vanquished in the imperialist war combined 
with the exploitation of the whole of the East On the other 
hand precisely as a result of the first mperialist war the East 
has been defimtely drawn into the revolutionary movement, has 
been definitely drawn into the general maelstrom of the world 
revolutionary movement 

What tactics does this situation prescribe for our country? 
Obviously the following We must display extreme caution so as 
to preserve our workers government and to retain our small and 
very small peasantry under tts leadership and authority We 
have the advantage that the whole world 1s now passing to a 
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movement that must give rise to a world socialist revolution But 
we are labouring under the disadvantage that the imperialists 
have succeeded m splitting the world mto two camps, and this 
split is made more complicated by the fact that ıt ıs extremely 
difficult for Germany, which ıs really a land of advanced cul- 
tured capitalist development to rise to her feet All the capital 

ist powers of what 1s called the West are pecking at her and pre- 
venting her from nsing On the other hand, the entre East, with 
its hundreds of millions of exploited working people reduced to 
the last degree of human suffering has been forced into a position 
where its physical and material strength cannot possibly be com- 
pared with the physical, material and military strength of any of 
the much smaller West European states 

Can we save ourselves from the impending conflict with these 
imperialist countries? May we hope that the internal antag- 
omsms and conflicts between the thriving imperialst countries 
of the West and the thriving impenahst countnes of the East will 
give us a second respite as they did the first time, when the cam- 
paign of the West European counter revolution in support of 
the Russian counter-revoluuon broke down owing to the antag- 
onisms in the camp of the counter-revolutionanes of the West 
and the East ın the camp of the Eastern and Western exploiters, 
in the camp of Japan and the USA? 

I think the reply to this question should be that the issue 
depends upon too many factors, and that the outcome of the 
struggle as a whole can be forecast only because ın the long run 
capitalism itself 1s educating and training the vast majority of 
the population of the globe for the struggle 

In the last analysis, the outcome of the struggle will be deter- 
mined by the fact that Russia, India, China, etc , account for 
the overwhelming majority of the population of the globe And 
during the past few years it ıs this majority that has been drawn 
into the struggle for emancipation with extraordinary rapidity, 
so that in this respect there cannot be the slightest doubt what 
the final outcome of the world struggle will be In this sense the 
complete victory of socialism 1s fully and absolutely assured 

But what interests us is not the inevitability of this complete 
victory of socialism but the tactics which we, the Russian Com- 
munist Party we the Russian Soviet Government, should pur- 
sue to prevent the West European counter-revolutionary states 
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from crushing us To ensure our existence until the next military 
conflict between the counter-revolutionary imperialist West and 
the revolutionary and nauionahst East, between the most civ 

hsed countries of the world and the Orientally backward coun 

tries which however, comprise the majority, this majority must 
become civilised We too, lack enough civilisation to enable us 
to pass straight on to socialism, although we do have the polit 

cal requisites for ıt We should adopt the following tactics, or 
pursue the following policy, to save ourselves 

We must strive to build up a state in which the workers retain 
the leadership of the peasants, in which they retain the confi 
dence of the peasants, and by exercising the greatest economy 
remove every trace of extravagance from our social relations 

We must reduce our state apparatus to the utmost degree of 
economy We must banish from ıt all traces of extravagance, of 
which so much has been left over from tsarist Russia, from its 
bureaucratic capitalist state machine 

Will not this be a reign of peasant limitations? 

No If we see to it that the working class retains its leadership 
over the peasantry we shall be able by exercising the greatest 
possible thrift in the economic hfe of our state to use every sav 
ing we make to develop our large-scale machine industry to 
develop electrificauon the hydraulic extraction of peat, to com- 
plete the Volkhov Power Project, etc 

In this, and in this alone, lies our hope Only when we have 
done this shall we speaking figuratively, be able to change 
horses, to change from the peasant, muzhik horse of poverty, 
from the horse of an economy designed for a ruined peasant 
country to the horse which the proletariat 1s seeking and must 
seek ~ the horse of large-scale machine industry, of electrification, 
of the Volkhov Power Station, etc 


Whitten on March 2 1923 Collected Works Vol 33 
Published ın Pravda No 49 March 4 1923 pp 498-501 
Signed N Lema 
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LENIN’S MARGINAL NOTES 
ON A LETTER FROM G V CHICHERIN 


To Comrade Lenin 


March 10, 1922 
Esteemed Vladimir Ilyich 


I earnestly request you to read through the propos- 
als made below and let me have your instructons We 
have to put forward a broad pacifist programme that 
is one of the most important elements of our forthcoming 
act we have not however got one We have only the 
separate fragmentary points in the first directives of the 
Central Committee I am here making a first attempt to 
approach the task 

The chief difficulty ıs that the present international 
poliucal and economic forms serve as permanent fig leaves 
covering the predatory acts of the imperialists in particular 
these forms serve as a weapon against us The League of 
Nations 1s simply a tool of the Entente which has already 
used it against us You have yourself pointed out that 
arbitration between the bourgeois and Soviet states is im 
possible nevertheless arbitrauon ıs an indispensable weapon 
in the pacifist arsenal The internationalsauon of the Chinese- 
Eastern Railway 1s a euphemism for its alienation from 
us and from China and its seizure by the Entente A foreign 
bank of issue ın Russia and the introduction of the dollar 
mto Russa hke the introduction of a universal angle gold 
unit in general, would be the most effecuve weapon for 
complete economic bondage to Amenica 

We have to introduce something new into the cus- 
tomary modern international forms to prevent those forms 
from being turned into a tool of impenalsm This new 
something 1s provided by our experience and our creative 
activity as well as by the creative acuon of hfe itself m 
the process of the growing ruin and break up of the impe 
nahst world The world war has resulted in the intens 
fication of the hberaton movement of all oppressed and 
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colomal peoples World states are coming undone at the 
seams Our international programme must bring all oppressed 
colonial peoples into the international scheme The nght 
of all peoples to secession or to home rule must be rec 
ognised The Afmcan Conference of 1885 resulted in the 
horrors of the Belgian Congo because the European powers 
at that conference indulged m philanthropy towards the 
Negroes and that philanthropy turned out to be a fig leaf 
covering the most barbaric exploitation The novelty of our 
international scheme must be that the Negro and other colonial 


peoples participate on an equal footing with the European 


peoples in conferences and commissions and have the nght 
to prevent interference in their internal affairs Another 


novelty ıs the obligatory parucipation of working-class orga 


nisations The demand for trade unians to take part in a 


future European congress was very popular in British working 
class hterature dumng the world war We have actually 
realised this by including three members of the All Russia 
Central TUL C in our delegation We must lay down that 
one third of the votes in the international organisation we 
are going to propose should belong to the working-class 
Orgamsations represented in each delegation These two 
novelues, however are not sufficient to protect the oppressed 
peoples and downtrodden countnes from the domination of the 
impenalists because the upper stratum of the colonial 
peoples may well be puppets in the same way as treach 
erous labour leaders are The inclusion of these two opens 
up the way for future struggles Working-class orgamsauons 
will be confronted with the task of strugghng for the liber 
auon of the colomal peoples, for aid to the Soviet power 
and against imperialist depredaton The leaders however 
will try to betray them Therefore another thing to be 
established ıs the pnnciple of non intervention on the part 


of imternational conferences or congresses in the internal 


affairs of varous peoples Voluntarv co-operation and aid 


for the weak on the part of the strong must be applied 


without subordinaung the former to the latter 

As a result we have a very bold and completely new 
proposal-A WORLD CONGRESS with all peoples of the 
world partcipating on a completely equal footing on the 
bass of the declaration of the nght to self-determmatvon 
the nght to complete secession or home rule for all oppressed 
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pre- 
asely 


peoples, and also with the parucipation of working-class 
organisations to the extent of one-third of the enure congress 
The purpose of the congress will not be compulsion of 


the minonty but complete agreement The congress will 


help by its moral authonty In practice it will set up 
technical commissions for the implementation of our extensive 


economic programme of world wide rehabiltauon 

All the projects for a League of Nations or Asso- 
ciation of Nations contain only two types of proposals 
concerning methods of compulsion to ensure fulfilment of 
the decisions of an Association of Nations—either the es- 
tablishment of compote armies with contingents from all 
states or the investment of a punitive mandate in a certain 
power or several such powers In the first case we would 
have something incompetent because a composite army made 
up of contungents from numerous countnes i8 of no use 
In the second case the League of Nations or Association 
of Nauons 1s nothing but an excuse to justify fresh conquests 
by the more influenual powers And so it 1s esenual to 
eliminate completely the element of compulsion or punitive 


i expeditions and leave to the World Congress only its moral 
i] authority allowing it to be an arena for discussions aimed 


at reaching agreement The prevention of war ıs a matter 
for arbitration There are two types of arbitration- the 
voluntary appeal of the two parties to an arbiter to The 
Hague Tribunal for imstance-in such cases the decision 
of the arbiter ıs binding-or the second method an example 
of which 1s to be found ın the article on arbitration 
contained in the treaty between Great Britain and the 
United States according to which ın the event of there 
being a danger of war special conciliation commissions are 
set up to which the two parties must appeal but whose 
decision 1s merely advisory although for a definite pernod 
for instance a year the proceedings of the commissions 
conunue this second method has as its purpose the postpone- 
ment of the beginning of military action to enable the 
passions of both parties to subside in the legally established 
interval and lessen the conflict In the first case appeal 
to the arbiter 1s not obligatory but decisions are bind 
ing In the second case appeal to the arbiter ıs obligatory 
but decisions are not binding and the parties are bound 
only for the legally established penod 

At the present moment we cannot avoid this alter 
Native The proposed World Congress could take over The 
Hague Tnbunal with its advisory arbitrauon and other 
services We shail however consider that the only court of 
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arbitration between a capitalist state and the Soviet state 
can be that m which an equal number of members is 


appointed by each party so that half the members will be 
impenalsts and halt will be Communists At the same 


(6) 
ume we shall propose a general reduction of armaments 
————————[—[—[[———SSSSSS=—=—=a>0— >=» 
based on the theses we have established with the Revolu 
tionary Miltary Council of the Republic developing the 
tradiuons of The Hague and Geneva conventions we shall 
propose adding a number of prohibitions to the rules of 
(i a 


war—the abohtion of submarines chemical gases mortars, 


flame throwers and armed air battles 
The technical commissions set up by the World Congress 


will guide the implementauon of a broad programme of 
world-wide rehabihtavon This programme will not be imposed 
by force It will be a voluntary proposal that appeals 
to the advantage of every parucipant Aid will be given 


to the weak In this way world railways mver and 


sea routes must be laid down The internationalisation of 
those routes will be a matter of gradual development 
since the compulsion of those who resist will not be allowed 
International technical commissions will propose to individual 
countnes economic and technical aid for the creauon of 
super main lines for the regulation of traffic on interna 
tonal nvers for the use of international harbours and 
for the technical improvement of world sea routes We 
shall propose that the capital of the advanced countnes 
should build a super main hne London Moscow Viadivostok 

SSS>E____EE_—~2—_———E—_ 
(Peking) and we shall explain that it will open up the 
incalculable wealth of Siberia for the use of all In general 
aid from the strong for the weak will be the basic prn 
aple of world rehabihtation which must be based on eco- 
nomic geography and the planned distnbution of resources 
A world gold unit can make tts appearance only as a result 
of the improvement of the economically weak countnes with 
the aid of the strong this improvement is in the interest 
of all since world ruin affects the strong countnes as well 
giving mse to unparalleled unemployment even ın America. 
The strong by helping the weak are opening up for 
themselves markets and sources of raw materials Proceeding 
from these premises we shall propose the planned distin 


11) buton of the gold that _ıs at the moment hing idle 
in the vaults of the Amencan banks This planned 
distnbution of gold in all countnes must be combined with 


the planned distnbution of orders trade supplies of scarce 
materials in general with all round economic aid for the 


12) ruined countnes This aid may take the form of loans 
since under a planned economy the return of the money 
would begin in a few years Under this heading we place 
the Barter Insutute plan (Kevnes) or the Zentralstelle or 
national trade centres If Germany opposes us bv a single 
Zentralstelle ın place of individual merchants ıt will be bad 
for us since ıt would be a means of imposing bad goods on 
us at high pnces If however the Zentraistellen are 
instruments for the planned world wide distnbution of 


13) essenual commodities and a means of rendenng aid to weak 


countnes by the strong they would be essential components 


of an extensive programme of economic rehabihtation The 


grain sent to us by Amenca ıs the beginning of the 
international distnbunon of food Within the Entente there 
was a parually planned distmbution of fuel during the war 
one of the chief elements of the broad programme should 
be the systemauc distrbuuon of oi and coal, but m this 
case too the element of compulsion and repression must 
be eliminated The international technical commissions must 
elaborate ın very general outhne a programme for the 
planned distnbution of fuel and energy resources All these 
points, taken together provide a picture of what ıs theoret 
ically possible under the bourgeois svstem but which in 
historically condiuoned reality will come up against nauon 
al egoism and the predatory acts of the capitalist oligarchy 


With communist ungs, 
: ais Georgi Chichen 


Pubbshed in full ın 1959 Collected Works Vol 45 
m Lema Miscellany XXXVI pp 508-12 


LETTER FROM V I LENIN 
TO G V CHICHERIN 


14 ITI 1922 


Comrade Chicherin 

I have read your letter of 10/III I think yours 1s an excellent 
exposition of the pacifist programme 

The whole point is to have the skill to expound ıt and our 
commercial proposals loudly and clearly before the fold-up*! (if 
‘they’ do try to fold it up in haste) 

You and our delegation have enough skill to do this 

I think you have made some 13 points (I enclose your letter 
with my remarks), which are excellent 

We shall have everyone intrigued by saying “We have a most 
broad and comprehensive programme" If they prevent us from 
making ıt public, we shall print ıt with our protest 

In every case we make this ‘little reservation we Com 
munists have our own communist programme (the Third Inter 
national) , nevertheless we consider it to be our duty as businessmen 
to support (even if the odds are 10,000 to 1) the pactfists in the 
other 1 e , bourgeois, camp (taking account of sts Second and 
Two and a Half Internationals) 

This will be genteel and have teeth, and will help to demor 
ahse the enemy 

If we adopt such tactics we shall win out, even tf Genoa 1s a 
failure We shall not accept any unprofitable deal 


With communist greetings, 
Yours, 


Lenin 


14/111 

PS Comrade Chicherin 

Why not add even more genteel bite and say the 

following 

We propose (§ 14) abolition of all war debts and (§ 15) 

reason (on the basis of the 13 §§) of the Versailles and 
all military treaties, 

but not through the majonty riding roughshod over 

the minority, but on the basis of an agreement, because 
m this case we are businessmen and cannot put forward 
any other principle here than the commercial one! We 
don’t want to have it all our way with the United States 
through a majority, we are businessmen, we want to 
persuade 1t'' A poll of all the states and an attempt io 
persuade those who do not agree This 1s both genteel 
and unacceptable to the bourgeois We shall disgrace 
and humiliate them ın a very ‘genteel’ way 

Here 1s a varant submission of a minority of coun- 

ties (in population) to the majority can be proposed 
separately within each of the two camps the bourgeois 
and the Soviet (the one recognising private property, 
and the other not recognising it) 

Let us put forward both the project and the variant 

Les neurs seront avec nous! * 

x)** an additional point an exemption to be made for 
small-holders msofar as ıt can be precisely proved 
that these are not fictitious but actual tolhng 
small holders 


Published in full in 1959 Collected Works Vol 45 


m Leman Miscellany XXXVI pp 506-08 


® We shail have the last laugh ~ Ed 
** This symbol 1s not to be found ın the text - Ed 
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NOTES 


! The Congress opened at 1045 pm on October 25 (November 7) 1917 
in Petrograd It was attended by 649 delegates of whom 390 were 
Bolsheviks The Congress declared the overthrow of the bourgeois 
Provisional Government and the transfer of power into the hands of 
the Soviets of Workers Soldiers and Peasants Deputies The Congress 
adopted the Decree on Peace that proposed to all belligerent peoples 
to begin immediate negotiations for a just and democratic peace n 
also adopted the Decree on Land which abolished landed estates 
and made tand the property of the people The Congress formed 
the Soviet Government the Counc! of Peoples Commussars of which 
Lenin was elected Chairman p 2t 


~ 


Lenin here refers to the Manifesto of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers 
and Soldiers Deputies addressed To the Peoples of All the World 

that was adopted at a meeting of the Soviet on March 14 (27) 1917 
(when the Menshevnks and Sociahst Revolutronanies were in the majority) 

The Manifesto said We call upon you to throw off the yoke of your 
sem) absolutism in the same way as the Russian people have cast off 
the tsarıst autocracy refuse to serve as an instrument of conquest 
and violence in the hands of the kings landlords and bankers The 
Manifesto adopted under pressure from the revolutionary masses called 
upon the working people of the belhgerent countnes to take action 
for peace but it did not expose the predatory nature of the war and 
m fact justufied the continuation of the mpenahst war by the 
bourgeois Provisional Government p 25 


The secret treahes between tsanst Russia and the imperialist powers 
were published by the Peoples Commissariat for Foreagn Affairs in 
December 1917 im accordance with a decision adopted by the Second 
All Russia Congress of Soviets More than a hundred treaties and 
other secret documents of the tsarıst and Provisional governments were 
removed from the archives of the former Mimstry of Foreign Affairs 
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deciphered and published At first they were printed in the newspapers 
and then published in nine collecuons The publication of the secret 
treaties played an important role in exposing the imperialist nature 
of the First World War p 27 


Dukhoma—general of the tsarist army monarchist was appointed Chief 
of Staff to the Supreme Commander in Chief by the Provisional 
Government in September 1917 After the October Sociahst Revolution 
Dukhonin declared himself Supreme Commander in Chief and attempted 
to organise a counter revolunonary revolt against Soviet power He was 
removed from his post for refusing to obey the instructions of the 
Counal of Peoples Commussars given on November 7 (20) 1917 to 
cease hostilities for the purpose of starting peace negotianons p 29 


The text of the conversation between Army Headquarters and 
representatives of the Council of Peoples Commussars by the direct 
line during the night of November 89 (21 22) 1917 was published 
in the newspaper /zvesta of the Central Executive Committee No 221 
November 10 1917 p 29 


Romanov- Tsar Nicholas If of Russia dethroned by the February 
bourgeois-democratic revolution in 1917 

Rasputin—a favounte of Tsar Nicholas II and his wife Alexandra 
Fyodorovna He was of peasant stock and came from Tobolsk Gubernia 
in Siberia he posed as clairvoyant and healer penetrated into 
court circles and exercised considerable influence in state affairs 
Rasputin s hfe and his activities at court were a vivid demonstration 
of the complete moral collapse of the ruling circles of tsamst Russia 
Rasputin was assassinated in December 1916 by a group of monarchists 
who were indignant at his influence on the tsar p 32 


Thus refers to the peace negotiations between Soviet Russia and Germany 
that began on November 20 (December 3) 1917 im the town of 
Brest Litovsk On November 22 (December 5) a preliminary agreement 
was reached to cease hostilities for ten days on December 2 (15) an 
agreement on a twenty-eight-day armistice was concluded On the 
msstence of the Soviet Government Germany undertook not to 
transfer troops from the Russian to the Western Front p 32 


Robins Raymond~colonel public figure m the USA head of the 
American Red Cross mission to Russia in 1917 18 Sympathised with 
Soviet power met Leni In the twenties and thirties spoke in favour 
of the recognition of the USSR and the establishment of diplomatic 
economic and cultural relanons with ıt p 33 


In 1918 the Soviet Government set about the elaboration of plans 


to develop trade and economic relations with the capitalist countries 
Consderable importance was attached to the development of economic 
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relations with the USA The Plan for the Development of Economic 
Relations Between Soviet Russia and the United States of America was 
elaborated by the Foragn Trade Committee of the Economic Policy 
Commission of the Supreme Economic Council (dated May 12 1918) 
ut envisaged the granting of concessions under certain conditions to 
American businessmen to pay for commodities imported from the US A 
The Soviet Government also made efforts to establish economic relations 
with other countries Plans to develop trade between Soviet Russia 
and the capitalist countries were wrecked by the armed mtervention 
and the economic blockade of Soviet Russta carned out by the Entente 
countries p 33 


The five questions put to Lenin by the United Press agency were (1) Has 
the Russian Soviet Republic introduced any small or big changes mto the 
onginal government programme of domestic and foreign policy and into the 
economic programme when and what changes? (2) What tactics does the 
Russian Soviet Republic pursue in respect of Afghanistan India and other 
Mosiem countries outside the frontiers of Russia? (3) What pohncal and 
economic aims do you pursue in respect of the United States and Japan? (4) 
On what terms would you be willing to conclude peace with Kolchak 
Denikin and Mannerheim? (5) What else would you care to bring to the 
notice of Amencan public opinion? 

The left soctalist magazine Liberator pubhshed an article m October 1919 
under the heading A Statement and a Challenge ın which st gave Lenin s 
answer to the fifth question In an editona} note the magazine stated that the 
United Press agency had distributed Lemn s answers to the newspapers but 
had omitted the answer to the fifth question p 34 


The bribery of the Czechaslovaks with Anglo French money refers to the counter 
revolutionary actions of the Czechoslovak Army Corps organised by the ım 
aoe the Entente with the active parucipation of the Mensheviks and 
SRs 

The Czechoslovak Army Corps was formed by the Provisional Govern 
ment in 1917 from Czech and Slovak prisoners of war to fight against the 
Germans After the October Socialst Revolution the Corps was used by 
Russian counter revolutionanes and by Anglo-French ampenalists for the 
struggle against Soviet power High ranking officers of the Corps deceived 
the soldiers into fighting against Soviet power The attack of the Corps was 
launched in May 1918 With the help of the Czechoslovaks the whiteguards 
seized the Volga area the Urals and later Sibena A consderable number of 
Czech and Slovak prisoners of war did not fall for the anti Soviet and 
natonalist propaganda conducted by the reactionary officers of the Corps 
about 12000 of them fought ın the ranks of the Red Army 

The Volga area was liberated by the Red Army in October 1918 The 
counter revolutionary actions of the Czechoslovak Corps were stopped to- 
wards the end of 1919 when Kolchak was crushed 

Mannerheim — Finnish reacnonary politician, general in the tsanst army 
up to 1917 In 1918 he commanded the counter revolutionary Finnish White 
Army that together with German intervenuonists suppressed the revoluuon 
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of the workers in Finland One of the leaders of the anu Soviet adventures of 
the Finmsh reactionaries 

Dentkin- general of the tsanst army one of the leaders of the Russian 
counter revolution organised by the landlords and bourgeoisie in the 1918 20 
period Was Commander in Chief of the White armies in the south of Rus 
sa his offensive against Moscow ın 1919 was defeated p 35 


Kolchak — admiral of the tsamst navy monarchist Supported by the USA 

Britain and France declared himself supreme ruler of Russia and headed the 
dictatorship of the landlords and bourgeoisie in the Urals Siberia and the 
Far East (end of 1918 to early 1920) Sentenced to death in February 1920 
by the Irkutsk Miltary Revolutionary Committee and shot p 35 


Bullut Willtam—conducted negotiations with the Soviet Government on 
peace in March 1919 on the instructions of President Wilson of the US A 
The Soviet Government made a number of amendments and addenda to the 
proposals submitted by the U S A and Britain after which a draft agreement 
was drawn up The draft agreement envisaged the retention of all govern 

ments existing in Russia on the territories they occupied the establishment of 
trade relauions the nght of the Soviet Government to unhindered transport 
on all railways and the use of all ports belonging to the former Russian 
Empire etc The Soviet Government proposed including in the agreement 
the following point smmediately following the conclusion of the agreement 
(and not following the demobilisation of the Russian army as the Entente 
proposed) all foreign troops would be withdrawn from Russia and no further 
mihtary support would be given to anu Soviet governments The Soviet pro- 
posals were not accepted by the L S and British governments because Kol 

chak launched an offensive in the spring of 1919 and they hoped for the mil 

tary defeat of Soviet Russia Wilson did not receive Bullitt on his return and 
Lloyd George announced in Parhament that he had not authorised any 
negotiations with the Bolsheviks p 36 


Thus refers to a wireless message sent on May 7 1919 by G V Chicherin 

People s Commussar for Foreign Affairs to Fridtjof Nansen the famous Arc 

uc explorer and public figure It was in answer to a message addressed to 
Lenin by Nansen sent by wireless on May 4 1919 Nansen proposed the 
organisation of an international commission to help Russia with food and 
medicines He said that the Entente governments were willing to assist the 
work of the commission on the condition that hostilities ceased in Russia In 
his reply to Nansen Chicherin stated that the Soviet Government would 
agree to the plan but reyected the Entente s condition which he regarded as 
an attempt to preserve the counter revolutionary whiteguard governments 
in the outlying regions of Russia The Soviet Government agreed to conduct 
Negotiations on the cessation of hostilities onlv if all questions connected with 
the cessation of the intervention and the Civil War were simultaneously 

discussed The Entente governments made no reply to the Soviet pro- 


posal p 36 
For Lenins Letter to American Workers see Volume 28 of the Collected 
Works p 39 
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16 See Note 13 p 4l 


17? This conference was held in Moscow from December 2 to December 4 1919 
At the session held on December 2 Lenin put forward a draft resolution on 
the internationa situation The conference approved the draft and Lenin 
announced ıt on December 5 in his report to the Seventh All Russia Con 
gress of Soviets the Congress accepted it unanimously as a proposal of peace 
to the Entente coantries The resolution was published in the press on 
December 6 1919 and sent to the Entente governments on December 10 
The governments of Bntain France the U S.A and Italy refused to exam 
ine the peace proposal of the Seventh Congress of Soviets p 42 


See Note 17 p 45 


19 Lenin s answers were wired to Berlin and from there to New York on Febru 
ary 21 1920 That same evening they were published in the New York Evening 
Journal Lenin s answers were reprinted in the German communist and 
socialist press p 46 


2 A special correspondent of the London Daily Express m Copenhagen 
requested Lenin to answer four questions Lenm s reply was received in 
Copenhagen on February 22 and published by the Day Express the next 
day p 49 


2! Lenin s interview with Lincoln Eyre correspondent of the American news 
paper The World took place in mid February 1920 Lenin spoke Enghsh 
with the correspondent at first in his office and later in his apartment 
in the Kremln The talk lasted about an hour The subheadings to the 


questions that were discussed are here reproduced as they appeared in 
The World p 5i 


An announcement appeared in Soviet newspapers on January 18 1920 that 
the Entente governments intended hfting the blockade of Soviet Russia and 
permitting trade with her The decision of the Entente Supreme Council 
dated January 16 1920 stated that this did not in any way mean a change 


in the policy of the governments of the Alhes towards the Soviet Govern 
ment p 51 


22 


233 Leagueof Naħons- an international organisation that existed between the First 


and Second World Wars It was founded ın 1919 at the Versailles Peace Con 
ference of the victor powers its Charter being part of the Versailles Treaty 
The League was joined by 43 countries including all the chief imperialist 
countries with the exception of the US A The League of Nations became 
one of the centres organising armed intervention against Soviet Russia The 
League did not conduct any effecuve struggle to support peace and prevent 
another war The League ceased to function on the outbreak of the Second 
World War and was formally hquidated in Aprıl 1946 p 54 


* Alexinsky~a Russian Social Democrat who supported the Bolsheviks dunng 
the 1905-07 Revolution but later came over to the camp of counter revolu 
tion and slandered Lenin and the Bolsheviks in his articles p 59 
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38 The Decree of the Council of People sCommussars General Economic and 
Legal Terms for Concessions p 60 


2% Lenin here refers to a Note sent by the Supreme Council of the Entente to 
Kolchak on May 26 1919 in which the governments of France Britain 
Italy the US A and Japan declared their readiness to support Kolchak and 
recognise nm as the head of the Ail Russia Government p 72 


” On May 10 1920 shortly after bourgeois Poland ın fulfilment of the instruc 
tions of the Entente launched an attack on Soviet Russia the London 
dockers refused to load the Jolly George with arms for Poland Their strike 
was supported by large numbers of British workers In August 1920 the 
Labour Party and the Parhamentary Committee of the Trades Union Con 
gress called an Extraordinary National Conference The Conference 
adopted a resolution which said ın part the Conference warns the Govern 
ment that the whole industrial power of the organised workers will be used 
to defeat this war e the war against Soviet Russia 

A National Council of Action was set up by the Conference and shortly 
after 250 local Councils of Action were established 

A few days before the Conference opened Lloyd George had demanded 
that the Red Army cease its offensive on the Polish Front and threatened 
that the Brush Fleet would take action if Russia did not comply The power 
ful movement of the British workers forced the government to re-examine its 
bellicose plans Winston Churchill one of the chief organisers of the inter 
vention against Soviet Russia said in his memonrs that the Brush Labour 
Party had developed a violent agitation against any Brush assistance being 
given to Poland Councils of Action were being formed in many parts of 
Britan Nowhere among the public was there the slightest comprehension of 
the evils which would follow a Polish collapse Under these pressures Mr 
Lloyd George was constrained to advise the Polish Government that the 
Russian terms do no violence to the ethnographical frontiers of Poland as an 
independent state and if they were rejected the British Government could 
not take any action against Russia p 77 


2 Sukharevka market m Moscow from 1917 to 1920 was a centre of black market 
speculation closed by a decision of the Presidium of the Moscow Soviet on 
December 13 1920 p 88 


3 Savinkov—one of the leaders of Russian counter revolution during early years 
of Soviet power P 


% The Washington Conference lasted from November 12 1921 to February 6 
1922 The Conference was called on the imuative of the USA with Bel 
gum China France Great Britain Holland Italy Japan Portugal and the 
USA participaung The purpose of the Conference was to complete the 
redivision of the colonial possessions and spheres of influence in the Far East 
and the Pacific area The most important decisions of the Conference are 
contained in the following documents the four power treaty (by the U SA 
Britain Japan and France) on the protection of terntorial nghts ın the 
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Pacific the nine power treaty on the principle of open doors m China the 
five power treaty (the USA Britain Japan France Italy) on the hm: 
tanon of naval armaments p 105 


Lenin refers to the International Economic Conference held in Genoa Italy 
from Apnl 10 to May 19 1922 It was attended by representatives of 29 
countries among them Soviet Russia Britain France Italy Belgium Japan 
and Germany The USA sent an observer 

The impenahst powers at the Conference tred to take advantage of 
Soviet Russia s economic difficulties to impose on her an unequal agreement 
the terms of which would put her in bondage to them They demanded the 
payment of all tsarist debts including those of pre-war date the return of 
nationalised enterprises to their former foreign owners etc 

The Soviet delegation reyected the insolent demands of the imperialists 
and proposed universal disarmament and the annulling of all pre war-debts 
The hosule atutude of France and Britain towards Soviet Russia led to the 
collapse of the Conference The problems for discussion were referred to a 
conference of experts which met at The Hague in June and July 1922 but 
hike the Genoa Conference it failed to yield any results p 106 


Oblomomsm — the combination of laziness stagnation inactivity and extreme 
passivity that marked the character of the landlord Oblomov the chef 
figure of I A Goncharov novel of the same name first pubhshed in 
1859 p 107 


This refers to the Conference of the Entente Supreme Council held in 
Cannes (France) from January 6 to January 13 1922 the Conference 
decided to call an international economic and financial conference in Genoa 
(see Note 31) p 110 


The Rapallo Treaty was concluded between the Soviet and German govern 
ments on April 16 1922 in the town of Rapallo in Italy at the time of 
the Genoa Conference The Treaty provided for the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the two countnes and a mutual repudiation 
of reparations The German Government also repudiated the demand 
for the return of enterprises formerly belonging to Germans that had 
been nationalised by the Soviet Government The signing of the Treaty 
demonstrated the collapse of attempts by the Anglo French imperialists 
to create a united front of capitalist countries against Soviet Russia 
in order to enslave her economically p 114 


Article One of the Cannes resolutions (see Note 33) reads as follows The 
nations may not arrogate to themselves the nght to dictate to each other the 
principles by which they organise therr internal property regime thar 
economy and their government It 1s for each nation to choose for itself the 
system 1t prefers in ths respect p i14 


Edouard Hernot a prominent French pohtician came to Moscow ın Sep- 
tember 1922 and had unofficial talks with members of the Soviet Govern 
ment Herriot expressed the opinions of those French bourgeois circles that 
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under the influence of the achievements of Soviet power in rebuilding the 
economy and the breakdown of attempts at the Genoa Conference to impose 
an unequal treaty on Russia were anxious to normalise relations and devel 

op trade between France and the Soviet Republic p 116 


37 This refers to the conference that was being prepared by Great Britain 
France and Italy on questions affecting the Middle East after the defeat of 
Anglo-Greek intervention in Turkey At first the impenalist powers 
attempted to keep Soviet Russia out of the conference altogether but later 
they announced that they would allow the participation of Soviet Russia 
only in the part concerning the question of the Black Sea Straits In a Note 
dated October 20 1922 the Soviet Government lodged a protest and then 
on November 2 1922 sent another Note to the inviting powers in which it 
insisted on the participation of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist 
Republic the Ukraiman Soviet Socialist Republic and the Georgian Soviet 
Sociahst Republic ın discussions on all questions 

The Middle East Conference opened in Lausanne (Switzerland) on 
November 20 1922 and continued untl July 24 1923 The Conference was 
attended by Great Britain France Italy Japan Greece Rumama Yugosla 
via and Turkey The question of a regime for the Black Sea Straits was dis- 
cussed with the participation of the RSFSR the Ukrainian SSR and 
the Georgian SSR (represented by a single delegation) and Bulgaria 

The Conference ended with the conclusion of a peace treaty between 
Great Britain France Italy Japan Greece Rumania and Yugoslavia on 
the one hand and Turkey on the other 

The Straits Convention adopted by the Lausanne Conference provided 
for the free passage through the Straits of merchant and naval vessels sailing 
under any flag at any ume The Soviet Union did not ratify the Convention 
regarding it as a contravention of its legal nghts and as not guaranteeing the 
secunty of the Black Sea countnies p 117 


% The preliminary agreement with John Urquhart a prominent British indus- 
tnalist_ was signed in Berlin on September 9 1922 by People s Commissar 
for Foreign Trade Leonid Krasin The Plenary Meeting of the Central Com 
mittee of the R C P (B ) on October 5 1922 and next day on October 6 
the Council of People s Commussars decided to reject the agreement because 
of the hostile policy of the British Government towards Soviet Russia and the 
unequal terms of the agreement p 120 


» The Volkhov Power Project- the first big hydroelectric power station in Soviet 
Russia on the banks of the River Volknov Its construction began in 1918 but 
did not get properly under way until 192] after the Civil War The Volkhov 
Power Station was opened in 1926 p 126 


 Chichenn refers to the International Economic Conference (the Genoa 
Conference) held from Apnl 10 to May 19 1922 im Genoa (see 


Note 31) p 129 
“ The fold-up of the International Economic Conference in Ge- 
noa p 134 
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